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Welcome! Although we have died with Christ in Holy Baptism and 
have been raised to new life in Him, we find “another law waging 
war” in our body and life between our old Adam and the new man 
(Rom. 7:23). By the Spirit, we “desire to do what is right,” but we are 
unable because “nothing good” dwells in our sinful flesh (Rom. 7:18). 
“Thanks be to God,” therefore, “through Jesus Christ our Lord,” who 
delivers us from “this body of death” (Rom. 7:24–25). We rejoice in 
Him, our gentle King, who comes “righteous and having salvation,” ,

(Zech. 9:9). He speaks peace to our embattled hearts, and by His blood 
He sets us “free from the waterless pit,” and He returns us to the 
stronghold of our Baptism (Zech. 9:10–12). Though we “labor and are 
heavy laden,” He calls us to Himself and gives rest to our souls 
through His free and full forgiveness (Matt. 11:28), not because we are 
“wise and understanding,” but by the “gracious will” of God the 
Father, whom “the Son chooses to reveal” in love (Matt. 11:25–27).  
 
Today we celebrate the Lord’s Supper. If you are visiting, please speak 
with a pastor before coming to the Lord’s Table. 
 

+ Order of Worship + 
 

Hymn                      “When Peace Like A River”                          763 
 

Invocation 
P:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
C: Amen. 
  

Confession and Absolution 
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us. 
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination. 
 

P:  Let us then confess our sins to God, our Father. 
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are, by nature, sinful 

and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word 
and deed by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve 
Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us and 
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your 
ways to the glory of Your Holy name. Amen. 
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P: Almighty God, in His mercy, has given His Son to die for you, 
and for His sake, forgives you all your sins. As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
                                              

Introit                                (Psalm 91:2, 9-10; antiphon, verse 1.) 
P: He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High 

    will abide in the shadow of the Almighty. 
C: I will say to the Lord, “My refuge and my fortress, 

    my God in whom I trust.” 
                                               

P:   Because you have made the Lord your dwelling place— 
    the Most High, who is my refuge— 

C: No evil shall be allowed to befall you, 
          No plague come near Your tent. 
          Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit 
       as it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever. Amen. 
 

P: He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High 
    will abide in the shadow of the Almighty. 

 

Kyrie             (Sung; for tune, please see page 152 in your hymnal.)   
P:  In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 

 
P:  For the peace from above and for our 

salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 

 
P:  For the peace of the whole world, for the 

well-being of the Church of God, and for 
the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

P: For this holy house, and for all who offer 
here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
P: Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C: Amen. 
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Salutation and Collect 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Collect of the Day 
P:   Let us pray: Gracious God, our heavenly Father, Your mercy 

attend us all our days. Be our strength and support amid the 
wearisome changes of this world, and at life’s end, grant us Your 
promised rest and the full joys of Your salvation; through Jesus 
Christ, Your son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
 

Hymn                   “O God of Mercy, God of Might”                    852 

 

Old Testament Reading                  Zechariah 9:9-12 
    Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of 
Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having 
salvation is he, humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal 
of a donkey. 
    I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from 
Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall speak 
peace to the nations; his rule shall be from sea to sea, and from the 
River to the ends of the earth.  
    As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, I 
will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. Return to your 
stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today, I declare that I will restore to 
you double. 
        

P:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God.  

 

Gradual 
C: Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! 
          How unsearchable are his judgements 
          and how inscrutable his ways! 
     For from him and through him and to him are all things.  
           To him be glory forever. Amen. 
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Epistle Reading                                            Romans 7:14-25a 
      For we know that the law is spiritual, but I am of the flesh, sold 
under sin. For I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do 
what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. Now if I do what I do not 
want, I agree with the law, that it is good. So now it is no longer I 
who do it, but sin that dwells within me. For I know that nothing 
good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh. For I have the desire to do 
what is right, but not the ability to carry it out. For I do not do the 
good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I keep on doing. Now 
if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that 
dwells within me. 
    So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close 
at hand. For I delight in the law of God, in my inner being, but I see 
in my members another law waging war against the law of my mind 
and making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 
Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of 
death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!  
         
P:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God.  

 

Alleluia and Verse 

 

P: The Holy Gospel, according to St. Matthew, the 11th chapter. 
 
 

 
 

 

The Holy Gospel              Matthew 11:25-30 

    At that time, Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth, that you have hidden these things from the wise and 
understanding and revealed them to little children; yes, Father, for 
such was your gracious will.  
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All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one 
knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except 
the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. Come to 
me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  
Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and 
lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is 
easy, and my burden is light.” 
      
P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
                                                    

 
 
Hymn                     “Come Unto Me, Ye Weary”                         684 
 

Sermon 
                       

Nicene Creed 
       I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
    And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,  
begotten of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, 
very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance 
with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and 
for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was 
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was 
buried. And the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures 
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
And he will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 
dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
    And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 
Son together is worshipped and glorified, who spoke by the 
prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for 
the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 

Prayer of the Church 
P:  Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for 

all people according to their needs. 
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P:  O God, Your Son, Jesus, invited us to take up His light and easy 
burden and so find rest for our souls. Keep us mindful of the 
eternal rest of salvation that is only found in the work of Christ, 
our only hope of eternal life. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C:  Hear our prayer. 
 
P:  Lord of heaven and earth, You have hidden things from the wise 

and understanding. Give to Your Church pastors who will 
faithfully proclaim the hidden things and make them known to us 
and our children. May Your Word continue to flourish in our 
congregation, and may we grow in faith and knowledge. Lord, in 
Your mercy,  

C:  Hear our prayer. 
 
P: Heavenly Father, fill our homes with Your Word and grace. Be 

the companion of those who are alone. Strengthen husbands and 
wives. Bless parents as they catechize their children. Let them all 
find refuge in You and so preserve them from every plague and 
evil. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C:  Hear our prayer. 
 
P:  Almighty God, ruler of all nations, we thank You for the 

blessings You have bestowed upon the United States of America 
and her people for 250 years. We pray that You would grant her 
good and wise government and sustain her in peace and security, 
especially so that Your Holy Gospel may be confessed openly 
and received gladly by her people. Bless the celebrations of this 
milestone, that they may unite our country as a people and cause 
us to renew our commitment to the public good. Let all Christians 
give respect, honor and love where each is due, as servants of 
Christ in this world whose eternal citizenship is in heaven. Lord, 
in Your mercy,  

C: Hear our prayer. 
 
P:  (Other petitions) Let us pray to the Lord: 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
 
P:  Lord God, be with all who are weary and heavy-laden with the 

tribulations of this life. Give comfort to _____________ and all 
who suffer illness. Console them with the knowledge that Your 
yoke is easy and Your burden light, and that in You they will find 
rest for their souls. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C:  Hear our prayer. 
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P: All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant 
us, Father, for the sake of Him who died and rose again and now 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God forever. 

C:  Amen. 
 

Offering 
 

Offertory                         “Create in Me”                         (page 196) 
  

Preface to the Lord’s Supper  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Proper Preface  
P: It is truly, good, right and salutary that we should at all times and 

in all places, give thanks to You, Holy Lord, Almighty Father, 
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord;  
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by His 
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
Therefore, with angels and archangels and  all the company of 
heaven, we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 
praising You and saying: 
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Sanctus 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P: Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had 

mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only begotten 
Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With 
repentant joy, we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the 
all-availing sacrifice of Christ’s body and blood on the cross. 
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, 
O Lord, to forgive, renew and strengthen us with Your Word and  
Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as 
He bids us to do in His own testament. Gather us together, we 
pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful 
the marriage feast of the Lamb in His Kingdom, which has no 
end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To 
You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor and worship; with the 
Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
                                                                                                                                                                        

Lord’s Prayer 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For  
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever   
and ever. Amen.  
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Words of Institution                        (Spoken by the pastor) 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 
the disciples and said, “Take, eat; 
this is My body, which is given 
for you. Do this in remembrance 
of Me.” 
 
In the same way also, He took the 
cup after supper, and when He 
had given thanks, He gave it to 
them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in my blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness 
of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini                     
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 
                                    

Agnus Dei 

Distribution Hymns   
“I Come, O Savior, To Thy Table”                         618                           
“Just As I Am”                                                                                 570 
“Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray”                                            623                                        
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Post-Communion Canticle 

 

Post-Communion Collect 

P:   Let us pray. O God the Father, the fountain and source of all 
goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son 
into the flesh, we thank You that, for His sake, You have given us 
pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to 
forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by 
Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C:  Amen. 
 

Blessing 
P:   The Lord bless you and keep you.  
      The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
      The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.   
C: Amen.   
 

Hymn                    “God Bless Our Native Land”                         965 
 

 




