Welcome! God’s Word is not just mere information. God’s Word
does what it says and accomplishes the purposes for which God sends
it. In the Holy Gospel for today, Jesus tells us through a parable that
God scatters the seed of His Word abundantly. Many obstacles seek
to prevent this Word from taking root in us, so Jesus asks us to hear,
read, mark, and take that Word to heart so that the Word may produce
and work in us what God desires and intends: eternal life through
Jesus Christ, our Lord.

+ Order of Worship +
Hymn

“Word of God, Come Down to Earth”

LSB 545

Invocation

P: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

Opening Versicles

P: This is the day that the Lord has made.
C: Let us rejoice and be glad in it.
P: From the rising of the sun to its setting,
C: the name of the Lord is to be praised!

P: Better is one day in Your courts than a thousand elsewhere.
C: I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than
dwell in the tents of the wicked.
P: Make me to know Your ways, O Lord,
C: Teach me Your paths.
P: Sanctify us in Your truth.
C: Your Word is truth.
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P: From the rising of the sun to its setting,
C: the name of the Lord is to be praised!

Confession and Absolution

P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and
confess our sins to God, our Father, asking Him in the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord.
C: Who made heaven and earth.
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Old Testament Reading

P: I said I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord.
C: And You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
(Silence for reflection and self-examination)
P: O Almighty God, merciful Father,
C: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and
iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly
deserve Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor,
sinful being.
P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called
and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God to
all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus
Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

Introit

(Psalm 103:15-19; antiphon, 1 Peter 1:25a)
P: The Word of the Lord remains forever.
C: The Lord is merciful and gracious,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
P: As for man, his days are like grass;
he flourishes like a flower of the field.
C: For the wind passes over it, and it is gone,
and its place knows it no more.
P: But the steadfast love of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting
on those who fear him and his righteousness to children’s children.
C: to those who keep his covenant
and remember to do his commandments.

P: The Lord has established his throne in the heavens,
and his kingdom rules over all.
C: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P: The Word of the Lord remains forever.

Hymn

“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”
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LSB 790

Isaiah 55:10-13
“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not
return there but water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word be
that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it
shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing
for which I sent it.
“For you shall go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the
mountains and the hills before you shall break forth into singing, and
all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. Instead of the thorn
shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the
myrtle; and it shall make a name for the Lord, an everlasting sign
that shall not be cut off.”
P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Epistle Reading

Romans 8:12-17
So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according
to the flesh. For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if
by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. For
all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. For you did not
receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have
received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba!
Father!” The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are
children of God, and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow
heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may
also be glorified with him.
P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

The Holy Gospel

Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
That same day, Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea.
And great crowds gathered about him, so that he got into a boat and sat
down. And the whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told them many
things in parables, saying: “A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed,
some seeds fell along the path, and the birds came and devoured them.
Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil,
and immediately they sprang up, because they had no depth of soil, but
when the sun rose they were scorched. And because they had no root,
they withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew
up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and produced grain,
Page 3

some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. He who has ears, let him
hear.
“Hear then the parable of the sower: When anyone hears the word of
the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches
away what has been sown in his heart. This is what was sown along the
path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears
the word and immediately receives it with joy, yet he has no root in
himself, but endures for a while, and when tribulation or persecution
arises on account of the word, immediately he falls away. As for what
was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the
cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it
proves unfruitful. As for what was sown on good soil, this is the one
who hears the word and understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields,
in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”

The Apostles’ Creed

P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

The Lord’s Prayer

Responsory

P: Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens.
C: Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where
Your glory dwells.
P: Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it.
C: Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where
Your glory dwells.
P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
C: Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where
Your glory dwells.

The Ten Commandments

C: You shall have no other gods.
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.
Honor your father and your mother.
You shall not murder.
You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not steal.
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or
his maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to
your neighbor.
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I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the
Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
P: Lord remember us in Your Kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.

Hymn

“Almighty God, Your Word is Cast”

LSB 577

“For the Fruits of His Creation”

LSB 894

Sermon
Offertory

Prayer of the Church

P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and
with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For the holy Christian church, here and scattered throughout the
world, and for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of
all to faith, let us pray to the Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.
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P: For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the
common welfare of us all, let us pray to the Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For seasonable weather, and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us
pray to the Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For those who are married, that they may
fulfill their vocation to honor, cherish and
love their spouse; for those who are single
and desire to be married, that God would
provide companionship according to His
good and gracious will, let us pray to the
Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For those who labor, for those whose work is
difficult or dangerous, and for all who travel,
let us pray to the Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed
and orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For those in distress of mind, body or soul, for the sick and the
dying, and all those who have requested our prayers, including
_______________, let us pray to the Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us
pray to the Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Amen.

Collect of the Day

P: Let us pray: Blessed Lord, You have caused all holy Scriptures to
be written for our learning. Grant that we may so hear them, read,
mark, learn and inwardly digest them that we may embrace and
ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
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Luther’s Morning Prayer

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your
dear Son, that You have kept me this night from all harm and
danger, and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings in life may please You. For into
Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul and all things.
Let Your holy angel be with me that the evil foe may have no
power over me. Amen.

Blessing

P: The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son and the Holy
Spirit, bless and preserve you.
C: Amen.

Closing Hymn

“On What Has Now Been Sown”

LSB 921

