
 

Inside this issue: 

OUR MISSION  

is to share  

God’s message,  

to grow in our  

faith, to love and 

serve others. 

November 2025 Giving Thanks 
 

By Pastor Dan 
 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 says, “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give 
thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” 
These imperatives, among others, are what the Apostle Paul is writing to the 
Christians in Thessalonica. These verses are among the final words of his  
letter to them. In grammar, an imperative is a verb mood used to give  
commands, instructions, requests, or warnings, which we can see Paul is  
delivering here.  
 

One other important detail, based on the grammar, is that Paul is delivering 
them in the “second person-plural.” In English, we don’t have an elegant  
rendering of that. The closest we get is “yous-guys” or “y’all.” But there is this 
sentiment of collectively focusing on accomplishing the rejoicing, praying, and 
giving thanks—it’s a group effort.  
 

I was blessed, in that I actually got to witness this happen among our youth at 
the BSLC Stand Against Homelessness event, held this past October. 
Among the youth, there was rejoicing in the fun to be had and the friendship to 
enjoy.   
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BSLC Thanksgiving Food Drive 
 

Fall is a great time to give thanks for all of God’s  
blessings and to help others in our church family who  
may be in need. Bring canned goods (check dates),  
non-perishable food items, paper products and gift  
cards to food stores to the church by Sunday, Nov. 23.  
 

Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service 
 

A Thanksgiving worship service will be held at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, Nov. 26. Come and give thanks to God for  
all He has given to us.   
 

Help Decorate the Church Nov. 29 
 

Help decorate the church for the Christmas season from  
9 a.m. to noon Saturday, Nov. 29. Come for awhile, or 
stay until it is done!  
 

Advent Midweek Worship Schedule  
 

Advent Midweek services will be held at 7 p.m.  
Wednesdays, Dec. 3, 10 and 17. Soup and sandwich  
potluck suppers will be at 6 p.m. before worship  
services. Bring a dish, side, or dessert to share. 



Giving Thanks                                                                     (Continued from Page 1.) 
 

We also spent time in prayer and worship to our God. And, as is one of the goals of this experience, an  
appreciation for the blessings in our lives was nurtured by going 24 hours without food and sleeping outdoors 
in a carboard hut.  
 

This was what my humble hut looked like for the night. One side was protected 
by the wind by butting it up against the dumpster. On the other side, I con-
structed a door with a latch and handle. But the inclusion of wind protections  
on mine was much more the exception rather than the rule. Many of these 
structures were simple triangles, open to the cold and wind on both ends.  
 

All said and done, I can personally say, the goal of appreciating some of the 
blessings in my life was accomplished. For on the next night, I did take note  
of how comfortable and warm my bed was. I thoroughly enjoyed my meal at 
Applebee’s with my family. And, I’m sure, for many of the youth and the  
leaders, this was true for them as well.  
 

Yet, as with all of us, we still experience horrible and sad things in this world. We still feel the pains in life on 
account of sin and brokenness in the world. But here’s the thing: Being a Christian in this world doesn’t take 
away the bad, or scary, or uncomfortable, or evil things in life. That reality is real for all people, whether they 
are Christian or not.  
 

The difference between the lives of Christians and non-Christians is faith—which is the thing that allows us  
to have hope among the brokenness. We can rejoice; we can pray; and we can give thanks, because of what 
our God has done for us. By sending Jesus to live, die, and rise again—paying the price of our sin upon a 
cross, and granting us forgiveness on account of it—we can find our comfort and hope in Him, and the  
salvation He offers.  
 

Meaning that, no matter if you sleep in a cardboard box, or on a plushy bed—no matter if you have received  
a troubling diagnosis or are feeling healthy—no matter if you are experiencing financial strain or are able to 
afford all that is needed in this life—no matter what the circumstance of this life, “the will of God in Christ  
Jesus for you” truly is to “rejoice always, pray without ceasing, [and] give thanks in all circumstances.”  
 

So, as we head into the busy and hectic time of year, with the celebration of Thanksgiving in November and 
eventually Christmastime in December, my prayer for all of us, is that we also take time to recognize and  
appreciate the blessings God gives us in life—to truly Give Thanks. Not just the in the food, clothing, and  
other physical needs being fulfilled, but also recognizing and appreciating the blessings God gives in our  
spiritual needs, granting us hope and comfort in this dark and brutal world.  
 

To God be the Glory,  
 
 
 
(More photos from the BSLC Stand Against Homelessness can be seen on page 7.) 
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Munchies for Missions  
Bake Sale Dec. 7 
 

The LWML Munchies for  
Missions bake sale will be on 
Sunday, Dec. 7, after both worship services. BSLC 
members are asked to bake and fill containers of 
Christmas goodies to sell.  
 

Containers will be distributed on Sunday, Nov. 2, 9, 
16, 23 and 30. Bring your containers to the church 
between 9 a.m. and noon Saturday, Dec. 6. Shop 
on Sunday and take home a variety of tasty  
goodies. Items will be available for a free-will  
donation. All donations will go Churches United. 
Thanks for participating in this LWML fundraiser! 

Poinsettias for Christmas   
 

Help decorate the sanctuary this 
year for Christmas by bringing your 
own poinsettia plant with your name 
on them. You can let the office know 
by Dec. 18, if the plant is in memory 
or honor of a loved one, and we will put it on our 
Christmas listing. Please bring your plant to church 
between Dec. 21 and 23. You may take your plant 
home after the 10 a.m. Christmas Day service on  
Thursday, Dec. 25. Thank you for helping decorate 
the sanctuary this Christmas season. (Don’t forget 
to cover your plants when transporting them in the 
cold weather.) 
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Thank You from Pastor Chris  
and Pastor Dan 
 

Thank you to all those who sent  
gifts, cards, and words of  
encouragement during pastor  
appreciation month in October. Your 
kindness and support are so greatly 
appreciated! 

“Gingerbread Bash” 
for BSLC Families  
 

Join us for the third annual 
“Gingerbread Bash,” from 2-4 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 7 
in the fellowship hall.  
 

“Gingerbread Bash” is a gingerbread nativity  
building party designed for the whole family.  
A parent must attend with the child. In addition to 
building and decorating your own gingerbread  
nativity, you’ll get to play games, sing songs, hear  
the Christmas story from the Bible and discover the 
good news of Jesus. It’s a sweet way for your fami-
ly to celebrate the birth of our Savior!  
 

Please register by signing up in the narthex or on 
the church website no later than Nov. 24.  
 

We will need decorations and supplies, so watch 
for the gingerbread donation house coming soon. 
We can’t wait to “bash” with you!  

Men’s Bible Breakfast Dec. 6 
 

The Men’s Bible Breakfast will 
meet from 8-9:30 a.m. on  
Saturday, Dec. 6 in the fellowship 
hall. Breakfast will be served for a 
freewill offering to help defray the 
costs of future breakfasts. We will 
be using the book “Thirty Virtues 
that Build a Man” by Vince Miller. It is not necessary 
to purchase the book. We meet quarterly. 

BSLC Men’s Ministry Pistol Shoot 
 

Join fellow BSLC men for a Marksmanship  
Fellowship Pistol Shoot from 5-8 p.m. on Saturday, 
Nov. 1 at the Red River Range, 640 16th St NE, 
West Fargo. The cost is $25 per person. You must 
bring your own gun, eye and ear protection,  
Ammunition, and targets can be purchased there or 
bring your own. A sign up sheet is in the narthex. A  
required Liability Waiver can be filled out onsite,  
or ahead of time at rrrmc.com. Contact Pastor Dan 
for more information. 

2025 Advent Series Celebrates  
When Peace Came to Earth 
 

Peace is a common pursuit. Despite knowing God’s promise that He will be our 
peace, we try to find peace on our own. We imagine that peace comes when we 
finally have enough earthly possessions. We look for peace in undisturbed solitude 
like a cabin beside a still lake. We seek peace by escaping memories of the past. 
We believe peace could come through a future man-made utopia. But as we seek peace in these many ways, 
God grants a peace that both surpasses our understanding and meets our needs. That peace comes always 
and only through Christ Jesus. God’s peace doesn’t send us on an impossible search. God’s peace is not a 
needle buried in a haystack. God’s peace is a treasure laid in the straw of the manger. God’s peace is the 
priceless Son of God, born in the stable and laid in plain view for us all.  As the Prince of Peace, Jesus brings 
true peace for us and to us.  
 

Join us for Advent services at 7 p.m. Suppers will be served from 6-6:45 p.m. before service. Please bring 
soup, sandwiches, sides and desserts to share. Please note that there will be no supper on Christmas Eve. 
Services will be held at 3:30 and 5 p.m. 
 

Our 2025 Wednesday midweek service schedule is: 
 

Dec. 3: “Look Up! The Star of Peace Draws Near” – Matthew 2:1-2, 9-10 
Dec. 10: “Peace to All, Near and Far” – Ephesians 2:12-18 
Dec. 17: “Our Peace Rests on Him Alone” – Isaiah 9:6 
Dec. 24: The Diamond Found in the Manger – Luke 2:8-20 

Craft Bazaar at BSLC Nov. 1 
 

A small craft bazaar will take place from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 
on Saturday, Nov. 1 in the fellowship hall. Some of 
the items available will be: Christmas and garden  
ideas, faith-based products, quilts, baked goods, 
chair massages, homemade jams and jellies, and 
Hank’s Dugout Food Truck will be on site.10% of 
each vendor's sales will be donated to OCC. The 
event is open to the public - tell your friends!  



Clubs and Service Groups 
 

Elders - Our elders greet members and visitors, 
help the pastors with any needs and see that all  
goes well at worship service. If you have any  
concerns for our church, please talk to head elder  
Adam Tykwinski or any of the other elders.   
 
 

Quilting and Fellowship - Join us from  

10:30 a.m.- 2 p.m. as we will meet once this month  
on Nov. 13. The coffee is always on, and we have 
lunch at noon. You do not need to know how to sew, 
we just like to have fun. Call Donna Ceroll at  
232-2464 with questions. 
 
 

Gold Club - It is a time to get together and  

enjoy some potluck food, faith, and fellowship. Our 
next get-together will be at noon on Wednesday,  
Nov. 19, and we will celebrate Thanksgiving. Invite  
a friend, Gold Club is for anyone!  
 
 

LWML - We will meet at 6 p.m. on Thursday,  
Nov. 20. All women are invited to join. Your  
participation in LWML is a great way to make new 
friends and serve the Lord! 
 
 

The LWML Eastern Zone Fall Rally was held at  
St. John’s Hillsboro 
on Saturday, Oct. 18. 
The theme was 
“Walking in Your 
Calling” based on 
Ephesians 4:1-3.  
Six women from 
Beautifull Savior 
were in attendance. 
 

 

LWML Clothed in Strength and Dignity Fall  
Brunch was a Stylish Success. A fun time was  
had by all who attended the brunch. The F-M  
Community Theater presented a vintage style  
show with the models performing musical selections. 
Judy Lewis with the FMCT was the 
narrator and also gave an update 
on the new FMCT theater. A shop 
‘n drop auction was held during the 
event, quilts were sold, and a free-
will offering was collected. A brunch 
“through the years” was enjoyed at 
the uniquely decorated tables. More 
than $3,900 was collected for the 
FMCT. 
 

Thank you to Matt for emceeing; Judy and the models 
from the FMCT for the style show; the ladies who  
prepared the delicious brunch items; Adam, Jim, 
Mike, Craig, and Owen for serving; and the ladies of 
the LWML for their hard work in making this event 
happen. More photos can be seen on page 7. 

BSLC Coffee Club - BSLC members -  
men and women of any age - are invited to gather  
at 9 a.m. on Friday mornings at the Fryn’ Pan. 
 
 

Beautiful Garden - We thank 

God for the incredible harvest this 
year. Thank you to all the volunteers 
who helped out. We will meet in  
early 2026 to plan the garden next 
summer. If you wish to be added to 
the communication list, email Tim at tim.deitemeyer@ 
hotmail.com. See you next year at the garden! 
 
 

Evangelism and Stewardship - There  

will be an evangelism and stewardship committee 
meeting at 5 p.m. Monday, Nov. 3, in the fellowship 
hall. Anyone is invited to attend. 
 
 

Operation Christmas Child -  

Shoebox G.O. Crew Dates -  
• 6-7:30 p.m. Monday, Nov. 3 and 10  
• 6-7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 5 and 12 
 

Fundraising -  
• $2,275 of $5,300 remaining to be raised 

for the $10 per box donation!  
• https://fundraise.samaritanspurse.org/ 

BeautifulSaviorLutheranFargo2025  
 

Packing Party Set Up Dates -  
• 6-8 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 12  
• 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 15  
 

Packing Party Volunteer Opportunities -   
• packing coaches, box checkers, sign in table,  

greeters, carton fillers, instant photo takers,  
photographer, clean up crew  

 

Packing Party -  9:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 16  
 

Potato Bar Lunch - 10:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m. 
• Free Will offering will go towards our $10 per box 

donation to Samaritan’s Purse which is critical to 
cover all costs of the project including collection, 
processing, shipping to over 100 countries, training 
local churches, and the Greatest Gift Gospel book.  

 

Shoebox Sendoff - Sunday, Nov. 23  
• Pray for OCC and the children who will receive our 

shoebox gifts as we load them on the trailer. 

• Follow Your Box option will also be available at the 
packing party. Scan the label on your box to make  
a $10 donation. You will be able to find out what 
country your box is going to!  
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Weddings 
 

Oct. 10: Brady McKenna and  
Jami Bopp 



Made for Serving Creation, Neighbor 
By Pastor Chris 

 

When the Lord Jesus returns in power and glory to usher in a new age of perfect harmony, we will live  
forever in the light and love of the Lord, receiving all His good gifts. But if you picture yourself lounging on a 
couch or floating on a cloud in permanent vacation mode, occupied with nothing but rest and relaxation, you 
have forgotten that God also built us to care for creation and serve neighbor.   
 

Before the fall into sin, God established Adam and Eve as His ambassadors to tend and care for creation, 
making them in His image and likeness “to have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the 
heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the 
earth,” (Genesis 1:26). That means that work is good. Labor is not a result of the fall. However, the fall did 
bring sin, death and disharmony as good work became hard toil.  
 

In the extremes, work can consume most of our time, or we can seek to avoid it to an alarming degree.  
Fortune reported that answers to appropriate work-life balance remain elusive for a sinful society. 
 

“The CEO of $8.1 billion AI chips company Cerebras recently hit back at the idea 
entrepreneurs can launch an innovative business working ‘30, 40, 50 hours a week.’ 
Aside from suggesting ‘every waking minute’ should be dedicated to success, he 
gave no magic number for how much time people should actually put in,” the article 
said. “And in an internal memo to Gemini staffers earlier this year, Google cofounder 
Sergey Brin set his own expectation by saying clocking in 60 hours every week is 
the ‘sweet spot’ to be efficient. Workplace experts told Fortune that’s  
unsustainable—but they also don’t always know where to draw the line.” 
 

So what about work in the new heavens and new earth? The Scriptures do not 
speak of work-life balance but instead picture life given through the Gospel that  
perfectly follows God’s design for us to serve others. With Christ’s return, everything 
falls perfectly into place for those washed in the blood of the Lamb.  
 

“Therefore, they are before the throne of God and serve him day and night in his 
temple; and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence. They shall 
hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any 
scorching heat. For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to 
springs of living water, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes,” (Revelation 7:15-17). 
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BSLC Bible Studies 
 

9:30 a.m. Sunday Bible Study: 
Worshiped and Glorified:  
A Study of The Nicene Creed - 
Pastor Chris will lead this Bible study on the Nicene 
Creed. Do the words of the Nicene Creed reflect  
your faith? They should! The Nicene Creed does  
not replace the Scriptures. Instead, it reflects and 
teaches truths found in the Scriptures.  
 
 

6 p.m. Sunday night Lutheran Young Adult  
Bible Study - The young adult Bible study group  
for individuals in their 20s to 30s will meet weekly  
at 6 p.m.  All studies will include a Bible study,  
prayer and fellowship. We will meet at Beautiful  
Savior Nov. 2, 9, 16 and 23. There will be a meal 
served on Nov. 23. 
 

7 p.m. - Tuesday night Bible study: “Gospel of 
Matthew” - A new church year begins Nov. 30 with 
the first Sunday in Advent. Many of the Gospel  
readings from this upcoming year will come from  
the Gospel of Matthew. Join us for a new study that  
will do a deep dive into the first 11 chapters of  
Matthew’s Gospel. You’ll discover key themes and 
insights into Jesus’ life through His early ministry.  
 

9 a.m. Thursday morning Women’s Bible study: 
“Women of the New Testament” - Lydia shows  
us how to influence the people around us. Elizabeth's 
life challenges us to care for others. Other women 
like Herodias and Sapphira warn us against turning 
away from God toward bitterness and dishonesty.  
In meeting each of these women, you will grow  
deeper in your understanding of what it means to  
be a disciple. 



 

“Main Street Living North”  
TV Program News 
 
 
 

To add your financial support, send checks to Main 
Street Living North, 821 Fifth Ave. S., Fargo, ND, 
58103, or donate by credit card or your PayPal  
account on the website. God’s blessing in Christ! 
 

November pastors and sermons are as follows: 
 

Nov. 2:  Rev. Lester Wolfgram, Shepherd of the  
Valley Lutheran Church, Bismarck, presents the  
message: “Promised Deliverance” based on  
Rev. 7:9-17. This Is the Life: “Run Away Home." 
 

Nov. 9:  Rev. Greg Hinners, St. John Lutheran 
Church, Norris, SD, presents the message: “They, 
Too, Are God’s Children” based on Luke 20:27-40. 
This Is the Life: "The Sin of Sue Bradley." 
 

Nov. 16:  Rev. Vincent Otto, Zion Lutheran Church, 
Bismarck, presents the message: “The Healing 
Power of the Sun” based on Malachi 4:1-6. This Is 
the Life: “Old Smiley." 
 

Nov. 23:  Rev. David Lindberg, Peace Lutheran 
Church, Rapid City, SD, presents the message: 
“Delivered From Darkness” based on Colossians 
1:13-20. This Is the Life: "To Take a Life." 
 

Nov. 30:  Rev. Vincent Otto, Zion Lutheran Church, 
Bismarck, presents the message: “This is the House 
that God Built” based on Psalm 122. This Is the 
Life: “Puzzle Club Christmas." 
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Memory Verse Challenge 
 

Nov. 2:  2 Timothy 2:13 - If we are  
faithless, he remains faithful—for he  
cannot deny himself.  
 

Nov. 9: 1 Thessalonians 5:23 -   
Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you 
completely, and may your whole spirit and soul and 
body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  
 

Nov. 16: Ephesians 3:20–21 - Now to him who is 
able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask  
or think, according to the power at work within us, to 
him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 
throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.  
 

Nov. 23: Revelation 2:10 -  Be faithful unto death, 
and I will give you the crown of life.  
 

Nov. 30: Micah 7:7 -  But as for me, I will look to 
the Lord; I will wait for the God of my salvation;  
my God will hear me.  

Children’s Christmas Program 
 

BSLC Christmas programs will be held 

during the 8:15 and 10:45 a.m. worship 

service on Sunday, Dec. 14. Please fill 

out the registration form in the narthex 

or on the church website if your child 

will be able to participate. Practice will 

begin during Sunday School on Nov. 2. 

November Youth Events 
 

Destination Unknown: Where 
will the youth go this week?  
LYF grades 6-12 join us each 
week for a surprise destination,  
devotions, games, snacks, faith and fun! For more 
information, talk to Pastor Chris or Pastor Dan. 
 

• Wednesday, Nov. 5 -  7:30-9 p.m.     
• Wednesday, Nov. 12 -  7:30-9 p.m.     
• Wednesday, Nov. 19 -  7:30-9 p.m.  

F-M LFL Fall Dessert Banquet 
 

The Lutherans for Life Fall Dessert Banquet will be 
at 3 p.m. on Sunday, Nov. 2, at First Lutheran 
Church, 619 Broadway, Fargo. The guest speaker 
will be Amber Dahl. She will speak on “Caring for 
God’s Little Ones Amidst Challenges.”  

Grace Lutheran School News 
 

A Celebration of Grace Dinner and Auction is  
coming up on Friday, Nov. 7, at the Sanctuary 
Events Center. Tickets are on sale at 
www.glsfargo.org. If you can’t make it, the silent 
auction opens online at noon on Monday, Nov. 3.  
All are welcome to bid or make donations through 
the link on our website. Thank you for your support! 
 

Thank you to Pastor Chris and Pastor Dan for  
taking care of the children and staff at GLS. 

Left: Pastor Dan and children at chapel.  

Right: Pastor Chris and Pepe at chapel. 
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Grateful, Thankful, and Blessed... 
 

• For the volunteers who greet, usher, run the PowerPoint, and set up communion. 
• For those who share their musical talents. 
• For those who bring treats and help out in the kitchen with fellowship. 
• For those who help out with the youth activities.   
• For all the volunteers who decorate and make the church look festive for seasons and events. 
• For our volunteers who weed, plant, and mow to make the outside of the building look so nice.   
• For those who help in the office and assemble newsletters. 
• For those who come and help with the upkeep and maintenance of our church building. 
• For our church council members and elders. 
• For those who help out behind the scenes. 

LWML Clothed in Strength and Dignity Fall Brunch  
was a Stylish Success (Continued from Page 4). 

 
 

BSLC Stand Against Homelessness 
 

The BSLC Stand Against Homelessness was held  
Saturday, Oct. 18 - Sunday, Oct. 19. Twenty-five 
youth and adults experienced what it was like to  
be homeless for a day. They spent the night in  
cardboard shelters, fasted for 24 hours and learned 
more about the problem of homelessness in the F-M  
area and resources available to assist those in need.  

PROVERBS 31 

WOMAN 



Contact Us: 

PHONE : (701) 293-1047 

EMAIL:  office@bslcfargo.org 
WEB:  www.beautifulsaviorfargo.com 
FACEBOOK:  www.facebook.com/BeautifulSaviorLutheranFargo 

Office Hours: 

9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. Monday-Thursday 
 

Pastor Chris and Pastor Dan are available by appointment. 
 

Worship Schedule:  
8:15 and 10:45 a.m. Sunday 
9:15 Coffee and Fellowship 
9:30 a.m. Sunday School and Adult Bible Study 
 

Holy Communion is celebrated on the first, third and fifth  
Sundays of each month.  
 

Worship Services available at: 
www.beautifulsaviorfargo.com 
www.youtube.com/@beautifulsaviorfargo2660 
www.facebook.com/BeautifulSaviorLutheranFargo 
Sermon podcasts on our website & iTunes app 
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