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By Pastor Chris
Does it matter to God what we teach, what we preach and what we pass on?
Does it matter to God, for instance, that we teach a six-day creation account?
Does it matter to God if we teach a Biblical view of sexuality? Does it matter to
God if we proclaim salvation as a free gift given and won through Christ’s
suffering death and resurrection?
Scripture makes it clear that truth should be embraced at all costs while
falsehood should be avoided at all costs. Throughout the history of God
communicating with His people, God warns about following false prophets,
false teachers and false doctrine.
How much does truth matter? Early in God’s creation, God warned Adam
and Eve what would happen if they ate from the tree of knowledge of good
and evil. When the serpent baited our first parents with falsehood, the whole
world suffered the consequences.
Jesus came as the embodiment of God’s truth. When appearing before
Pontius Pilate, Jesus tells him, “For this purpose I was born and for this
purpose I have come into the world—to bear witness to the truth. Everyone
who is of the truth listens to my voice,” (John 18:37b).
After Peter confesses Jesus as the Christ, Jesus explained that the Christ was
sent to suffer and die and rise again. Peter could not bear the truth of those
words and attempted to correct Jesus that this could not possibly be God’s will.
Jesus responds rather harshly, calling Peter’s words Satanic. “Get behind me
Satan,” Jesus says. “You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your
mind on the things of God, but on the things of man,” (Matt. 16:23).
This means that not every teaching or viewpoint is acceptable. Like Pilate, we
can’t pretend the truth cannot be known. Like Peter, we cannot measure truth
by our own fallen reason, understanding and supposedly noble (yet fallen)
sensibilities.
(Continued on page 2.)

one hour Sat. Nov. 3
OUR MISSION
is to share
God’s message,
to grow in our
faith, to love and
serve others.

Thanksgiving Eve
Worship Service
7 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 21

God blesses us abundantly every day.
Beautiful Savior will offer a thanksgiving
worship at 7 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 21.
Come and give thanks to God for all His
gifts to us.

Not All Teaching is Created Equal
(Continued from page 1.)

Throughout his ministry, Jesus made it plain that he had
come to preach, teach and reveal all truth from the Father.
As He sent the disciples out, Jesus then sends them with
diligence (and the Holy Spirit) to preach and teach that same
word of truth. This apostolic practice, continuing from the
history of God speaking through the prophets, maintained a
very strict measure of truth. Adding to or subtracting from
what God said would result in disaster.
Not all teaching is created equal. Things must be validated
and confirmed by truth given to us by God in the sacred
writings of the Bible. Because of our sinful nature, we don’t
want to embrace truth. We blindly cling to false human
assumptions and desires that distort reality. Sadly, this even
happens to people in the church. The apostle Paul, in his
instructions to the young pastor Timothy writes: “I charge you
in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge
the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his
kingdom: preach the word; be ready in season and out of
season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience
and teaching. For the time is coming when people will not
endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will
accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own
passions, and will turn away from listening to the truth and
wander off into myths,” (2 Tim. 4:1-4).
Why would Paul and Jesus take such a stand? Everywhere
in Scripture, truth matters. Truth is central. Truth colors how
we see the world, God and ourselves. What we believe and
receive, what we teach and preach, has eternal implications
and consequences for our salvation.
Truth matters to God; it should matter to us.

Upcoming Bible Studies
9:40 a.m. Sunday morning Bible study:
“In the Beginning” - Could God have used
the process of evolution as a mechanism
to create all the life forms we find today?
Is evolution even true scientific fact or a
gross misunderstanding? In this videobased Bible study, Dr. Terry Mortensen
from Answers in Genesis challenges the
validity of evolution not only through the
lens of the Bible, but also through the lens
of observable science.
7 p.m. Tuesdays: “End Times” Christians
believe not only that the world had a
beginning (creation) and a glorious middle
(our Lord’s death and resurrection), but also
that it will have an end. The narratives of
the Bible inspire us; the truths of our faith
encourage us; but we long for the promised
ending, the resurrection of the body and the
life everlasting. Without it, the Christian
“story” makes no sense. This study
explores what the Bible has to say about
the end times and what the divine Author
has prepared, which is far greater than any
of us could write or imagine, for His story
ends in glory—the glory of Jesus’ return
and the resurrection of God’s faithful into
that glory forever.
6 p.m. Mondays and 9 a.m.
Thursdays Women’s Bible study:
We are studying the book of James.
Studying James will help us grow a
steadfast faith that can carry us through life.
Contact Chayla Berger at 412-7502 for the
evening study or Shirley Elsner at 388-9521
for the morning study.

Plan Your Giving for 2019
It will soon be time to help our congregation plan financially for the coming year by completing a 2019 pledge
card. This will be your regular giving pledge for 2019, separate from your “Restore His House” Capital
Campaign commitment. Pledge cards will be mailed early
November. Fill them out and return to the church.
BSLC Treasurer's Report
We also encourage you to sign up for Simply Giving. Electronic
General Operating Fund
giving offers convenience by allowing your offering to be
automatically debited from your account at the same time each
month. This also provides consistency for the funding of our
Operating Fund
Sept
YTD
congregation's budget.
Contributions
$29,584
245,584
Both the 2019 pledge card and the Simply Giving form can also
be found on our church website. Go to the "Resources/Links" tab Expense
61,571
262,467
and choose "Forms."
(31,987)
(16,883)
(Shortfall)
We are nearing the halfway point of the capital campaign and
more than $150,000 has been committed. Watch the chart in the
narthex to see the total keep rising! As funds come in, we will be able to give the 10 percent in mission
dollars to Grace Lutheran School up to a total of $30,000.
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Preparing for Christmas: Sermon series
explores “Sounds of the Season”

New Member Class Nov. 1

As we turn the page on another month in 2018 and get
closer to the holiday season, one question seems to nag at
us: “Will I be ready?”
How long will your “to do” list be this year? Will you clean
the house in anticipation of company? Will you prepare
a holiday spread (or two) for friends and family? Will you
begin planning Christmas gift lists for yourself and
others? How about taking time to send cards? Don’t
forget the decorating! With so much to do, you might begin
to feel overwhelmed.
Advent begins Dec. 2. It marks the coming of a new church
year and provides a special time to find rest from all our
worries by remembering and celebrating Christ’s coming in
the flesh and anticipating his glorious return -- all of which
assures us that Jesus has prepared a place for us in his
perfect, everlasting kingdom.
Songs help set the stage for our preparation, so this year
we will have a special sermon series called “Sounds of the
Season” beginning Sunday, Dec. 2. This series will explore
various beloved hymns and the comfort of the Gospel that
they bring to us.
We will also explore this emphasis as part of our special
midweek Advent worship services at 7 p.m. on Dec. 5, 12
and 19. Our midweek services will culminate with a
special Christmas cantata on Dec. 19.
Don’t stress about cooking a meal before midweek
service! Join us for soup and sandwich suppers at 6 p.m. in
the Fellowship Hall before our midweek Advent services.
We invite you to find rest in Jesus amid the business of the
season.
Decorate Church for Advent
7 p.m. Thursday Nov. 29
Midweek Advent Services
7 p.m. Wednesdays Dec. 5, 12 and 19
Advent Soup and Sandwich Suppers
6 p.m. Wednesdays
Please bring soup, sandwich, side dish or dessert
Christmas Cantata
7 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 19

Part of the joy of joining our church is
learning more regarding what we teach
about the Christian faith. We invite all new
members and potential members to
participate in our Discovery Class, which
reviews the basic, but essential, teachings
of the Bible. This class normally lasts
about five to six weeks. Those who have
been members for some time and who
also would like a brief review are also
welcome to attend!

Thursdays at 6 p.m.

BSLC Fourth Annual
Women’s Christmas Tea
Join us for an evening of fellowship and
food starting at 3:30 p.m. with a silent
auction and table preview and a 4 p.m.
program on Sunday, Dec. 2, at Beautiful
Savior. All tables will have a host, and if
you wish to attend as a guest, please
RSVP by calling the church at 293-1047 by
Nov. 16 so we know how many guests to
anticipate. Call early to reserve your seat.
If you have a silent auction item to donate,
contact Mary Seiffert.
Entertainment will feature the Oak Grove
Carolers and a short presentation from
Creative Care for Reaching Independence.
The men of BSLC will serve and wait on
the tables. It will be a fun evening!
A free-will offering will be taken to support the
CCRI - Build 4 the Guys. The build will help
four guys who have lived together for the
past 10 years. Aging is affecting their
mobility. In order to keep them together, a
new home seems to be the answer. Plan to
share your Christmas giving by supporting
CCRI - Build 4 the Guys!

Advent Fun Shop Dec. 2

BSLC Food Drive

Kids of all ages can make Christmas presents at our
Advent Fun Shop. This fun family event of Christmas
crafting for preschoolers through fifth-graders will be at
1-3 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 2. The cost is $3 per child. An
adult should accompany younger children. Each family is
also asked to bring a dozen cookies for a cookie
exchange. Please register your child with Vicar Brian.

Fall is a great time to give thanks for all
God has blessed us with and to help others
in our church family who may be in need.
Please bring canned goods (check
expiration dates), non-perishable food
items, paper products and gift cards to food
stores to the church by Sunday, Nov. 18.
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Weddings
Sept. 22 - Shayla Gustafson and
Kyle Loecker

Baptisms
Oct. 23 - Jaxyn Andrew Cross, son of Breann
Cross and Maxwell Dorsner, born Oct. 23, 2012.
His sponsors were James and Natasha Cross,
Kamiryn Cass, DeAwna Falk, Jim and Mikaela
Cofield.

Memorials
Larry & Janet Bartz - in memory of Edith Ceroll

Grateful, Thankful and Blessed
Thanks to the confirmation students who put on
the Trunk or Treat and adults who helped with it.
Thanks to the captains of our service groups.
You do a great job organizing and making sure
we have treats for fellowship and special events.
Thanks to all the members who bring treats and
help out in the kitchen. Thanks to Sharon Lorz for
her leadership in the kitchen each Sunday.
Thanks to all the women who decorate and make
the church look festive for seasons and events.
Thanks to our members who weeded, planted
and mowed outside all summer and made the
grounds of the church look great.
Thank you to our Sunday morning volunteers
who greet, usher, run the power point, count
offering and set-up communion.

Service Group - Our group for November
consists of the letters O-R with Wanda Roesler
as captain. She will call you asking for treats or
help for other events. Thanks for your help. Our
December group will be the letter S with captain
Maggie Stende.

Elder - Our Elders for Nov. are Adam

Tykwinski, Scott Persoon and Lloyd Jemtrud.
They will be here Sunday mornings to greet
members and visitors, help the pastor with any
needs and see that all goes well. If you have any
concerns for our church, please talk to Adam,
Scott or Lloyd or any of the elders.

Gold Club - Join us at noon Wednesday,

Nov.14. We will switch things up this month and
meet at Edgewood Vista, 4420 37th Ave S, Fargo,
ND 58104. Our Gold Club is for everyone, so feel
free to join us for food, faith and fellowship.

Quilting and Fellowship - If you are

interested in helping to create future quilts, join us
at 10 a.m. on Thursday, Nov. 8. Being a quilter is
not a requirement. Our group enjoys good
conversation and fun fellowship. We donate quilts
to local organizations, silent auctions when asked
and sell quilts to anyone who desires one. If you
have any questions, contact Donna Ceroll at
232-2464.

BSLC Coffee Club - Every Friday,

BSLC members gather at 9 a.m. at Randy’s,
2130 University Drive S., Fargo. This is for both
men and women of any age.

Thank you to the people who come in and
assemble our newsletters each month! The
office really appreciates their help!

Going South for the Winter?
Thanks from Pastor Chris and
Vicar Brian
Thank you to all those who sent gifts, cards and
words of encouragement during Pastor and Vicar
Appreciation month in October. Your kindness
and support is truly appreciated!
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Please let the church office know when you plan
to leave for the winter so that you will still receive
any correspondence from the church. The church
has to pay the post office 59 cents for each piece
of mail returned. You can also let the church know
if you would like the e-mail version of the
newsletter while you are out of town. Thank you
for keeping the church updated while you travel!

Exalted for Us

By Vicar Brian

During the prime of his career, Muhammad Ali was sitting on a plane waiting for takeoff, when the flight
attendant walked by and kindly reminded him to fasten his seat belt. The great boxer joked, “Superman don’t
need no seat belt.” The flight attendant said, “Superman don’t need no plane either.” Responding to her
remark the great fighter fastened his seat belt. Ali was probably just having fun with the flight attendant, but
the exchange reveals something about human nature. We tend to think of ourselves more highly than we
ought. In addition, our culture sends the message that humility is a sign of weakness: If you are humble,
people will walk all over you, and you will never get ahead.
Jesus’ entire life sends a different message. The Bible points to it as the ultimate example of humility:
“Christ Jesus, who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped,
but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being
found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death—even death on a
cross!” (Phil. 2:6-8) Even though Jesus was more powerful than a superman, he never once flaunted
it. Even though he is the creator of the universe, he never used his control over nature to bring himself glory
or honor. Instead he made himself nothing—the Son of God humbled himself to death on a cross.
But God exalted Jesus to the “highest place and gave him the name that is above every name.”
(Phil. 2:9) Even though Jesus looked more like a worm than a man as he hung suffering on the cross, on the
third day God glorified him by raising him from the dead. Forty days later he gave Jesus the position of highest authority at his right hand in the heavenly realms. One day, everyone will acknowledge his glory.
Right now, we can acknowledge his glory and “confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.” Jesus humbled himself for
each of us to become our sin. His exaltation guarantees that all those who trust in Him will go where He has
gone. Even now as we live humbly here on earth, we can place our faith in a Savior who forgives our sins and
uses His exalted glory for the good of His people.
God exalted [Christ Jesus] to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the
name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. (Phil. 2:9-11)

“Main Street Living North” TV Program News
Hopefully the expansion to the western half of
North Dakota went smoothly! You should now
receive the broadcasts on WDAY Xtra Channel 6.3.
Programming will continue on the FOX stations at
9 a.m. Several pastors from western congregations
will be recording on Nov. 3 for services airing during
January and February.
To reach the website for archived programs, you
may soon need to go first to the MSLN Network site
at www.mainstreetliving.com and then click on
“Fargo” or “North” to reach our ND and MN broadcast
area website. Continue to help spread the word to
your family and friends! Let them know that they can
watch all of the archived programs any time on line.
The MSLN network has announced that they will
provide matching funds up to $16,000 for any new
donations. To donate, checks may be sent to Main
Street Living North, 821 5th Ave. S., Fargo, ND
58103, or donate by Credit Card or your PayPal
account. Thank you and God’s blessing in Christ!
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November pastors and sermons are as follows:
Nov. 4: Rev. William Moeller Jr., Bethlehem
Lutheran Churches of Baudette and Warroad, MN,
presents the message: “The Blessed” based on
Matt. 5:11-12. “This Is The Life” program: “Cell of
Hope.”
Nov. 11: Rev. Mark Chepulis, Our Savior Lutheran,
Cavalier, ND, St. Paul Lutheran, St. Thomas, ND,
and Redeemer Lutheran Church, Langdon, ND,
presents the message: “The Sleep of Death” based
on Matt. 9. “This Is The Life” program: “Undertow.”
Nov. 18: Rev. Thomas Puffe, St. John’s Lutheran,
Thief River Falls, MN., and Zion Lutheran, Warren,
MN., presents the message: “Hebrews 10:1125” based on Hebrews 10:11-25. “This Is The Life”
program: “The Healer.”
Nov. 25: Rev. Craig Fenske, Immanuel Lutheran
Church, Grand Forks, ND, presents the message: “Be
Ready for His Return” based on Mark 13:24-37. “This
Is The Life” program: “Flames of Hate.”
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LWML News

Grace Lutheran School News

The next LWML meeting will be held at 6 p.m. on
Thursday, Nov. 15. Bring a food pantry donation. We
will be wrapping up details on Munchies for Missions
and the Christmas Tea.

Special Veterans Day chapel service at 8:40
a.m. Wednesday, Nov. 7 - a special Veterans
Day service, with service men speaking and a
color guard. We invite all veterans to attend, and if
possible, wear your uniform. We are proud of the
men and women who fought for our freedom.

LWML Zone Fall Rally Nov. 10: The LWML
eastern zone rally will be held at 9 a.m. on Saturday,
Nov. 10 at St. John’s in Hillsboro. Rev. Daniel Suelzle
will speak on how the Bible is often misquoted.
There will be an ingathering for the Hillsboro food
pantry. Some requested food items are cereal, juice
boxes, canned tuna, chicken, and fruit as well as
toiletry items, cash and gift cards. For a complete list,
see the poster on the bulletin board.

Christmas Tea Hostesses and Silent Auction
Items Wanted: Table hostesses are wanted for
our fourth annual Christmas Tea 4 p.m. Sunday, Dec.
2. Each hostess is asked to donate $20 towards a
group dessert that will be served. This year’s
proceeds will benefit Creative Care for Reaching
Independence (CCRI) - Build 4 the Guys. If you
would like to host a table call the church at 293-1047
or at office@bslcfargo.org. Silent auction items are
also being collected. Talk to Mary Seiffert if you have
something to donate. Thank you. Jesus is the
Reason for the Season!

VIP Day and Chapel at 7:30 a.m., Wednesday,
Nov. 14 - We encourage all parents and grandparents to join us for breakfast with our students.
Feel free to stay for chapel at 8:40 a.m. with
Pastor Chris Waldvogel from Beautiful Savior!
Grace Lutheran School will be at Beautiful
Savior Nov.18 - Faculty and students will
visit Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church to share
information about the school and highlight our
ministry to the families of our association.
Volunteers are always needed! Volunteer
duties include assisting students, teachers,
supervising morning care and recesses, as well
as in the kitchen. For more information call John
Hagge, principal at (701) 232-7747 or email
jhagge@gracels.com.

Munchies For Missions: The LWML Munchies for
Missions bake sale will be on Sunday, Dec. 2, after
both worship services. BSLC members are asked to
bake and fill containers of Christmas goodies to sell.
Containers will be distributed on Sundays, Nov. 18
and 25. Bring your containers to the church between
9 a.m. and noon Saturday, Dec. 1. Then plan to shop
on Sunday and take home a variety of tasty goodies
for the holidays. Thanks for participating in this
fundraiser for LWML Mites!

Beautiful Garden Wrap-Up
The second Beautiful Garden season has been a
success! Thanks to those who volunteered. Some of
the gardeners have “green thumbs,” and it has been
awesome learning from them.
This has been a great fellowship opportunity! We plan
to recruit more volunteers for 2019. It’s not a huge
time commitment; come when you can. Email your
name and address to tim.deitemeyer@hotmail.com
and we’ll get you added to the communications list.
It’s a great time seeing how God works, turning a
tiny seed into a big plant that yields so many good
vegetables! Look for a garden dream - planning
potluck in February! Eat your vegetables!!
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Maia Gilman, Nathan and Ben Thielman, Morgan
Mielke, Lexi Olson, Rylee Hans, Matt Hestdalen
and Aidric Gietzen participated in the BSLC Stand
Against Homelessness on Oct. 13 and 14.

Operation Christmas Child
Donations toward our shipping costs will be taken
until Nov. 11. At the suggested donation of $9 a
box for shipping, it will cost $657 to ship our
boxes. We have $170 so far. If you would like to
donate, put your cash or check, written to "BSLC,"
in an envelope marked "OCC" and place it in the
offering plate or return to the office by Nov. 11.

Preschool through Second Grade
Christmas Practice
Christmas practice for the younger children for
their program will begin Dec. 1. The first-grade and
Second-grade will practice from 8:30 to 10 a.m.
and the preschool and kindergarten students, are
asked to come at 9:15 a.m. Their program will be
at 8:15 a.m. on Sunday, Dec. 16.

Christmas Cantata
“The First Light” will be held at
7 p.m. on Wednesday, Dec. 19.
Practices will be from 7:30-8
p.m. on Wednesdays. If you love
to sing and would like to
participate, call Ramsey Dahl at
866-5403.

“Out of The Box” Christmas Play
Our Christmas practices for third-sixth grade
students will begin Saturday, Nov. 3. Listed below
are the times and dates of practice. Questions?
Call Ramsey Dahl at 866-5403. Thank you for
bringing your children to practice each week.
Nov. 3 10 a.m.
Terrific Twelve
11-noon
All third-to-sixth-graders
Nov. 10 10 a.m.
Terrific Twelve
11-noon
All third-to-sixth-graders
Nov. 17 10 a.m.
Terrific Twelve
11-noon
All third-to-sixth-graders
Nov. 24 No Practice Happy Thanksgiving!
Dec. 1

Crossfire Youth Praise Band
Youth praise band will practice 7-8 p.m. on
Nov. 4, 10, 18 and 25. They will lead music at
8:15 a.m. on Sunday, Nov. 11. If you have
questions, call Ramsey Dahl at 866-5403.

10 a.m.
Terrific Twelve
11-noon
All-third-to-sixth-graders
Dec. 8 10 a.m.
Terrific Twelve
11-noon
All third-to-sixth-graders
Dec. 15 10 a.m.
All third-to-sixth graders
to noon
Dress rehearsal
12:30 p.m. Pizza Party!
Dec. 16 10 a.m.
Practice and warm-up
10:45 a.m. Program
Our Terrific Twelve will be named later. More
students are needed to make this play a
success. If you have not signed up your third sixth grade student for the play, please do so as
soon as possible. You can call the office at
293-1047 or Ramsey Dahl at 866-5403.

November Youth Events
UPCOMING BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES: Join us for food, fun and fellowship!
Sunday, Nov. 4 - from 5-7 p.m. – Lutheran Youth Fellowship for grades 9-12
Wednesday, Nov. 7 - from 7:30-9 p.m. Lutheran Youth Fellowship for grades 6-8
Sunday, Nov. 11 - from 5-7 p.m. – Lutheran Youth Fellowship for grades 9-12
Wednesday, Nov. 14 - from 7:30-9 p.m. Lutheran Youth Fellowship for grades 6-8
Sunday, Nov. 18 - from 5-7 p.m. – Lutheran Youth Fellowship for grades 9-12
Wednesday, Nov. 21 - No Confirmation or LYF , Thanksgiving Worship at 7 p.m.
Sunday, Nov. 25 - from 5-7 p.m. – Lutheran Youth Fellowship for grades 9-12
Wednesday, Nov. 28 - 7:30-9 p.m. Lutheran Youth Fellowship for grades 6-8
Upcoming Events
BSLC NYG FargoDome Fundraiser - Nov. 3 and 17. For more information, see Vicar Brian.
Nov. 10 Bowling at West Acres Bowl - Youth grades 6-12 are invited for fun, fellowship and bowling at
2-4 p.m. Parents please drop off and pickup youth at bowling alley. For more information see Vicar Brian.
Nov. 18 NYG Bake Sale Fundraiser - baked good will be sold after both worship services. Donations of
pre-packaged baked good are welcome. See Vicar Brian for more information.
Dec. 8 Operation Christmas Child Servant Event Trip: Volunteers needed to go to the Operation
Christmas Child Processing Center, Minneapolis, MN, to prepare shoe box gifts for shipping. There is room
for six people to go. Youth must be 13 or older before Dec. 8. No exceptions. (This is an OCC Processing
rule!!) For information or to sign up, contact Jennifer Krause at rnjkrause@yahoo.com. Forms will also be
available in the narthex.
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