Welcome! We go to schools to become equipped to earn it. Then we
spend the rest of our lives getting it. We invest countless hours in
thought and discussion on how we’re going to handle it. We dream
about how we’re going to spend it. We get caught up worrying that
we won’t have enough of it. No matter how much we have, we seem
to figure out ways to acquire more of it. Arguments about it cause
marital disintegration, business partner breakups and government
shutdowns. The obsession over it destroys many lives. Its absence
causes endless nightmares. The Bible calls the love of it the root of
all evil. Others call it the means for great good. But we cannot afford
to ignore the reality or the importance of money. This year, our fall
mission and stewardship emphasis will explore St. Paul’s most
thorough teaching about money is in 2 Corinthians 8 and 9 in a threeweek campaign called “Money Matters.”

+ Order of Worship +
Hymn

“O Jesus, King Most Wonderful”
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Invocation

P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

Opening Versicles

P: For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he
was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that we by his
poverty might become rich.
C: The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap
sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap
bountifully.
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P: Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
C: And God is able to make all grace abound, so that having all
sufficiency in all things at all times, we may abound in every
good work.
P: So we will be enriched in every way to be generous in every way.
C: For the ministry of this service is not only supplying the needs of
the saints but is also overflowing in many thanksgivings to God.

P: Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift!
C: Amen.
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Confession and Absolution

P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and
confess our sins to God, our Father, asking Him in the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord.
C: Who made heaven and earth.
P: I said I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord.
C: And You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

(Silence for reflection and self-examination)
P: O Almighty God, merciful Father,
C: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and
iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly
deserve Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor,
sinful being.
P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called
and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God to
all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus
Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

Introit

(Psalm 107:1-2, 41-42; antiphon, verse 8)
P: Let them thank the Lord for his steadfast love,
for his wondrous works to the children of men!
C: Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good,
for his steadfast love endures forever!
P: Let the redeemed of the Lord say so,
whom he has redeemed from trouble.
C: He raises up the needy out of affliction
and makes their families like flocks.
P: The upright see it and are glad,
and all wickedness shuts its mouth.
C: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now, and will be forever. Amen.
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P: Let them thank the Lord for his steadfast love,
for his wondrous works to the children of men!

Hymn of Praise

“Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”
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Old Testament Reading

1 Chronicles 29:1-9
And David the king said to all the assembly, “Solomon, my son,
whom alone God has chosen, is young and inexperienced, and the
work is great, for the palace will not be for man but for the Lord
God. So I have provided for the house of my God, so far as I was
able, the gold for the things of gold, the silver for the things of silver,
and the bronze for the things of bronze, the iron for the things of iron,
and wood for the things of wood, besides great quantities of onyx and
stones for setting, antimony, colored stones, all sorts of precious
stones and marble. Moreover, in addition to all that I have provided
for the holy house, I have a treasure of my own of gold and silver,
and because of my devotion to the house of my God I give it to the
house of my God: 3,000 talents of gold, of the gold of Ophir, and
7,000 talents of refined silver, for overlaying the walls of the house,
and for all the work to be done by craftsmen, gold for the things of
gold and silver for the things of silver. Who then will offer willingly,
consecrating himself today to the Lord?”
Then the leaders of fathers' houses made their freewill offerings, as
did also the leaders of the tribes, the commanders of thousands and of
hundreds, and the officers over the king's work. They gave for the
service of the house of God 5,000 talents and 10,000 darics of gold,
10,000 talents of silver, 18,000 talents of bronze and 100,000 talents
of iron. And whoever had precious stones gave them to the treasury
of the house of the Lord, in the care of Jehiel the Gershonite. Then
the people rejoiced because they had given willingly, for with a
whole heart they had offered freely to the Lord. David the king also
rejoiced greatly.
P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Epistle Reading

2 Corinthians 8:1-9
We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has
been given among the churches of Macedonia, for in a severe test of
affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have
overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. For they gave
according to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their means, of
their own accord, begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part
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in the relief of the saints—and this, not as we expected, but they gave
themselves first to the Lord and then by the will of God to
us. Accordingly, we urged Titus that as he had started, so he should
complete among you this act of grace. But as you excel in
everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all earnestness, and
in our love for you—see that you excel in this act of grace also.
I say this not as a command, but to prove by the earnestness of
others that your love also is genuine. For you know the grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he
became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich.

P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

The Holy Gospel

And he sat down opposite the treasury and
watched the people putting money into the
offering box. Many rich people put in large
sums. And a poor widow came and put in
two small copper coins, which make a
penny. And he called his disciples to him
and said to them, “Truly, I say to you, this
poor widow has put in more than all those
who are contributing to the offering box. For
they all contributed out of their abundance,
but she out of her poverty has put in
everything she had, all she had to live on.”

Mark 12:41-44

P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Responsory

P: Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens.
C: Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where
Your glory dwells.
P: Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it.
C: Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where
Your glory dwells.

P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
C: Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where
Your glory dwells.
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The Ten Commandments

C: You shall have no other gods.
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.
Honor your father and your mother.
You shall not murder.
You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not steal.
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant
or his maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs
to your neighbor.

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the
Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.

Hymn

Sermon

“What is the World to Me?”

“The Macedonian Model”
Page 5

730

Prayer of the Church

P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and
with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For the holy Christian church, here and scattered throughout the
world, and for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of
all to faith, let us pray to the Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the
common welfare of us all, let us pray to the Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For seasonable weather, and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us
pray to the Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For the Holy Spirit to grant holy desires, good counsels and just works
that we may live in peace and quietness, let us pray to the Lord:

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or
dangerous, and for all who travel, let us pray to the Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed
and orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For those in distress of mind, body or soul, for the sick and the
dying, and all those who have requested our prayers, including
_______________, let us pray to the Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: (Other various petitions), let us pray to the Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.

P: Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us
pray to the Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Amen.
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Collect of the Day

P: Lord Jesus Christ, make us wise and faithful stewards of your
gifts, so that we serve our neighbors in need, extend the hope of
the Gospel to all, and live to the praise of your glorious grace;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, Our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

Collect for the Word

P: Blessed Lord, You have caused all holy Scriptures to be written
for our learning. Grant that we may so hear, read, mark and
inwardly digest them that we may embrace and ever hold fast the
blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

Luther’s Morning Prayer

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your
dear Son, that You have kept me this night from all harm and
danger, and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings in life may please You. For into
Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul and all things.
Let Your holy angel be with me that the evil foe may have no
power over me. Amen.

Blessing

P: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

P: The almighty and merciful Lord,
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you.
C: Amen.

Hymn

“Take My Life and Let it Be”
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