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July 2026 God Bless America  
                                                                        By Pastor Dan 
 

This July 4th marks a very important milestone for The United States of America, 

as we will be celebrating the 250th anniversary of the establishment of the  

United States of America. A nation that was built upon the ideal of freedom  

and independence. A country that believes God has given to mankind certain  

unalienable rights, including Life, Liberty, and The Pursuit of Happiness. Where 

its citizens can freely assemble and engage in the free exercise of religion, and 

enjoy the freedoms of speech, press, and peaceably protesting, among other 

freedoms.  
 

A country such as this has never really existed in all of human history until about 

250 years ago, as almost all nations have been ruled by Kings and Queens, or 

Emperors, or other autocracies. The most notable exception to this is the Roman 

Republic, which existed from 509-27 B.C. But even after 482 years, even this form 

of government would collapse due to intense civil strife and political instability.  
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ñRainforest Fallsò VBS a Great Adventure 
 

ñRainforest Fallsò VBS was a great adventure filled with waterfalls, towering 
trees and colorful creatures. Thanks to Stacy and all our wonderful volunteers, 
kitchen staff, OCC donations and amazing families that participated! We had 
more than 40 children explore what it meant to be rooted in a relationship with 
God. More than 30 volunteers helped the kids through the jungle and spread 
the Gospel! The children gave more than $435 in offering and donated more 
than 700 items for Operation Christmas Child. It was a great week that ended 
with Pastor Dan getting bombarded with whipped cream from all the children! 
Thank you to everyone for making this event so successful and fun for the  
children in our congregation.                                       (More photos on page 7.)  
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God Bless America                                                             (Continued from Page 1.) 
 

And though the 250th Anniversary of the United State of America is a blessing, and a reason to celebrate, we 
also bump up against a Biblical truth that canôt be ignored. And that truth is that all nations of this world will 
eventually end. Even with something that seems as solid and firm as our great nation, we know our countryôs 
existence has an end date, even if that end date is when Jesus returns in glory.  
 

In the Book of Daniel, in his God-given interpretation of King Nebuchadnezzarôs dream, Daniel says, ñAnd in 
the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that shall never be destroyed, nor shall the 
kingdom be left to another people. It shall break in pieces all these kingdoms and bring them to an end, and it 
shall stand forever,  just as you saw that a stone was cut from a mountain by 
no human hand, and that it broke in pieces the iron, the bronze, the clay, the 
silver, and the goldò (Daniel 2:44-45a). The ñstoneò here prophetically points 
to Jesus, and the establishment of Jesus as the King of King and Lord of 
Lords, and Godôs eternal kingdom.  
 

This truth is confirmed in Psalm 46:6 as well, ñThe nations rage, the  
kingdoms totter; he utters his voice, the earth melts.ò So, we are right to listen 
to what God says in Psalm 146:3-5 ñPut not your trust in princes, in a son of 
man, in whom there is no salvation.  When his breath departs, he returns to 
the earth; on that very day his plans perish.  Blessed is he whose help is the 
God of Jacob, whose hope is in the Lord his Godéò 
 

Yes, our hope is in the Lord. Our hope is in Jesus. For our salvation rests in 
the One who transcends any and all forms of human government in this 
world. Our security, our foundation, our stronghold is in Christ. For, like it 
says in Psalm 46:1, ñGod is our refuge and strength, a very present help in 
trouble.ò And, as this may be the reality for us, individually, my prayer is that 
we return to understanding as a nation as well.  
 

For Psalm 33:10-12 says, ñThe Lord brings the counsel of the nations to 
nothing; he frustrates the plans of the peoples. The counsel of the Lord  
stands forever, the plans of his heart to all generations.  Blessed is the nation 
whose God is the Lord, the people whom he has chosen as his heritage!ò 
 

Until that day, we remain faithful, enjoying the freedom we have in this nation to give God all the praise and 
glory that he deserves, as we continue to come together as his people and worship in his presence.  
 

God bless! 

Pastor Dan Celebrates  

10th Anniversary of Ordination 
 

Beautiful Saviorôs congregation showed their  
support for Pastor Dan by hosting an anniversary 
celebration on June 14 to recognize the 10th  
anniversary of his ordination. Loretta Swanson 
and Mary Seiffert sang a couple of songs in the 
sanctuary. We then moved to the fellowship hall 
for delicious muffins, fruit and egg bakes. We 
watched a slide show reflecting Pastor Danôs 
past 10 years in the ministry. Council President 
Mike Schlichtmann quizzed Pastor Dan on what  
it was like to live in St. Louis and attend the  
seminary. Mike presented Pastor Dan with a  
plaque that the congregation had signed around 
the verse ñHow beautiful upon the mountains  
are the feet of him who brings good news,ò Isaiah 52:7. 



Menôs Bible Breakfast  
 

The Menôs Bible Breakfast will 
meet from 8-9:30 a.m. on  
Saturday, July 11. Breakfast will 
be served for a freewill offering to 
help defray the costs of future 
breakfasts. We use the book ñThirty Virtues that 
Build a Manò by Vince Miller and it is not necessary 
to purchase the book.  
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BSLC Safety Team to Meet July 6 
 

BSLC is moving forward with forming 
a safety team to create a safe and  
secure environment where all can 
worship and serve. The team will  
look at safety across the church like 
general awareness, emergency  
response and reducing risk. The goal 
is not to change the welcoming feel  
of our church but to strengthen it by being better 
prepared. Those who join will receive training in  
areas such as recognizing suspicious behavior,  
de-escalation, CPR and basic first aid. 
 

We will meet at 6:30 p.m. on Monday, July 6. If you 
feel this is something youôd like to be part of, please 
contact Seth Murray or Travis Olson. 

Summer Potluck Meal 
 

This summer, we will host potluck suppers in the 
fellowship hall at the church to get to know our 
BSLC family. The meal will begin 
at 11:15 a.m. on Sunday, July 26.  
The meat will be provided. Bring 
a dish or dessert to share, and 
enjoy a meal and fellowship with your church family! 

A Note of Gratitude from Pastor Dan 
 

Psalm 126:3 (NIV) says, ñThe Lord has done great 
things for us, and we are filled with joy.ò My heart 
reflects the words of the Israelites recorded in 
Psalm 126, as they were restored to Zion. For I  
too, am filled with joy as I look back on our recent 
celebration of my 10th Ordination Anniversary,  
recognizing all the ways God has been faithful over 
the years, doing great things for me, my family, and 
the churches I have had the opportunity to serve. 
 

Thank you so much to everyone who worked hard 
to organize the beautiful celebration, and to every-
one who offered kind words, thoughtful gifts, and 
cards. Reaching this ten-year milestone has given 
me a chance to reflect on the journey, and I am  
reminded of how profoundly blessed I am to walk 
this path with all of you. It is an absolute privilege to 
serve this congregation, and I am so glad God has 
directed my life and ministry to come alongside you 
all here in Fargo, in service to the Lord. 
 

Your faith, love, and unwavering support is such a 
profound blessing in my life, and I am so appreciative.  
May the Lord continue to bless our community 
abundantly as we move forward together!" 
- Pastor Dan  

THE SLOW DOWN:  
A night of music, poetry, and hope 
with Tanner Olson and Matt Doering 
 

Save the date: Wednesday, Sept. 16 at Our  
Redeemer Lutheran Church, 1000 14th St. S,  
Moorhead. Slow down. Breathe. Be refreshed.  
Take a pause from your busy life and experience a 
message of hope and  
encouragement centered on grace 
and God's love. Leave feeling  
lighter and reminded that you are 
not alone. Beautiful Savior is a  
co-sponsor of this free event. To 
register groups use the QR code. 
 

Synodical Presidential Election Update 
 

The Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison, having received 
more than 50% of the votes cast in the third ballot 
for the election of the president of The Lutheran 
ChurchðMissouri Synod (LCMS), is the president-
elect for the 2026ï2029 triennium. It will be his 
sixth term in office. 
 

Of the 5,478 pastoral and lay voters validly  
registered by the congregations and parishes of the 
Synod, a total of 5,038 votes were cast in the third 
round of voting, constituting a vote percentage of 
92.0% of the electorate. The voter percentage 
was 85.4% in the first round and 88.4% in the  
second round. The results of the third ballot tallied 
and reported to the secretary of the Synod by  
YesElections are as follows: 

¶ Harrison was voted president-elect with 2,524  
      votes (50.1%); 

¶ The Rev. Dr. Joel D. Biermann received 2,414  
       votes (47.9%); and 

¶ The Rev. Benjamin T. Ball received 100 votes  
      (2.0%). 

https://reporter.lcms.org/2026/synod-presidential-election-enters-runoff/
https://reporter.lcms.org/2026/synod-presidential-election-to-require-third-ballot/
https://reporter.lcms.org/2026/synod-presidential-election-to-require-third-ballot/


Clubs and Service Groups 
 

Elders - Our elders greet members and visitors, 
help the pastors with any needs and see that all  
goes well at worship service. If you have any  
concerns for our church, please talk to head elder  
Adam Tykwinski or any of the other elders.   
 

Beautiful Garden - The 
Beautiful Garden meets on  
Tuesdays and Thursdays at 5 p.m. 
or as you are able. There are plenty 
of weeds that need to be managed. 
All ages are invited to help with  
gardening activities. If you would like 
to be added to the communication list, please email 
Tim at tim.deitemeyer@hotmail.com. See you at the 
garden!  
 

Gold Club - It is a time to get together and  

enjoy some potluck food, faith and fellowship. Our 
next get together will be at noon on Wednesday,  
July 15. We will celebrate our nationôs 250th  
anniversary so bring a red, white or blue dish. Invite  
a friend; Gold Club is for anyone!  
 

BSLC Coffee Club - BSLC members -  

men and women of any age - are invited to gather  
at 9 a.m. on Friday mornings at the Frynô Pan. 
 

LWML - We will take the summer off and our next 
meeting will be at 6 p.m. on Thursday, Sept. 17. 

 

LWML Flag Day Celebration - Thirteen members 
from Beautiful Savior celebrated with the residents  
of Serenity Memory Care in Dilworth on Sunday,  
June 14.  We had a sing-along of patriotic songs 
along with the residents. We also read some patriotic 
readings and enjoyed root beer floats and wafer  
cookies. A fun time was had by all!  

 

Operation Christmas Child - Every  

shoebox gift is a Gospel Opportunity for a child to 
hear about the Greatest Gift - Jesus!  
 

Christmas in July Envelope Fundraiser -  Take  
one or more envelopes from the display in the  
narthex. Each envelope is for either the $10/box  
donations or shoebox items. There are a variety of 
amounts to choose from.  
¶ Now is the time to buy school supplies for our 
shoeboxes or donate funds for purchasing items in 
bulk at deep discounts. Approx. $5,600 would buy 
all remaining items to fill 630 shoebox gifts.  

¶ Now is the time to start raising our $10/box  
donations for every box we send. Our goal is to 
send 630 shoebox gifts. We have raised $550 of 
our $6,300 goal so far.  

¶ For the $10/box donations you can donate online 
on our Samaritanôs Purse OCC fundraising page 
using the QR code on the envelope or write a 
check to Samaritanôs Purse and return it to the 
church in the envelope. Either method allows us to 
easily track our BSLC donations.  

¶ For the shoebox items you may purchase the 
items listed on the envelope or return the listed 
amount of money to church in the envelope.  
The money will be used to purchase shoebox 
items. Return donations early to 
help us plan. Some bulk orders 
need to be placed by mid-August 
to arrive in time for packing.  

¶ Stay informed - Scan this QR to 
view our regularly updated OCC 
needs list anytime.  

 

Evangelism and Stewardship - There  

will be an evangelism and stewardship committee 
meeting at 5 p.m. Monday, Aug. 17. Come join us to  
see what weôre all about. 
 

Quilting and Fellowship - Join us from  

10:30 a.m.ï 2 p.m. on Thursday, July 9. The coffee  
is always on, and we have lunch at noon. You do not 
need to know how to sew; we just like to have fun. 
Call Donna Ceroll at 232-2464 with questions. 
 

The quilting crew recently donated six beautiful twin 
size quilts to Sanford Hospice. 
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Beautiful Savior  
Little Library - The little library 
is open for the season! It is filled 
with adult and childrenôs books and 
is located by the east entrance into 
the church parking lot.  



Baptisms 
 

June 7: Thomas James Mushrush, son of 
Haden and Miranda Mushrush. Sponsors 
are Leah Snyder and Sarah Petrik. 
 

June 17: Harrison Michael Boehm son of  
Deon Boehm and Maxine Ebel. Sponsors are  
Jackie Gaukler, Areio Boehm, Erich Ebel and  
Nathanial Hauser. 

  Memorials 
 

   In memory of Al Kunkel 
 

   Dale and Polly Olson 
  
   In memory of Gerald Ceroll 
 

   Matt and Beth Gustafson 
   Dave and Kim Scheer 
   Arla Strege 
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Grace Lutheran School News 
 

About eight short weeks remain until school starts 
again. Now that we are fully settled after the  
remodel, we are closing the portable building and 
uniting all grades under a single roof again. Be on 
the lookout for upcoming work days to finalize this 
process. Weôd love to have extra hands. 
 

Enrollment for the upcoming school year is up from 
last year. If you have an incoming Pre-Kindergarten 
or Kindergarten student, we urge you to register as 
soon as possible. Just a few spots remain. 
 

We also still have a couple of open spots in Camp 
Grace, the schoolôs full-time summer childcare. 
Camp Grace is open to our whole community.  
Contact Amy Hirsch at the school if you need  
summer care. 

LCMS Summer Bible Camps 
 

Shepherdôs Hill at the Crossroads is now taking  
registrations for summer camp. Brochures can be 
found in the narthex or check out their website at 
www.shretreat.org or contact Alora Woodruff 
director@shretreat.org.  
 

Lutheran Island Camp is now  
taking registrations for summer 
camps. For a full list and  
description of all their summer 
camp programs and registration, 
visit their website at ttp://www.islandcamp.org/ 
registration. Scholarships are available for either 
camp. Contact Pastor Chris for more information. 

Deaths 
 

March 5: Gerald Ceroll, 84, Fargo, formerly of New Effington, passed away peacefully  
at home. A celebration of life was held Thursday, June 4, at Zion Lutheran Church in rural 
Claire City, SD. Burial was in the Zion Lutheran Cemetery, rural Claire City.  

Gerald was the eldest of five children of Reinhold and Edith (Hansen) Ceroll. Gerald was 
the first to attend college, earning a degree in mechanical engineering from South Dakota 
State University. He married Donna Halverson at Bethel Church, rural Claire City, on  
July 14, 1962, with whom he shared 63 years of marriage. 
 

Gerald was an engineer with General Mills Company in Minneapolis, Minnesota. The family returned to  
Roberts County, South Dakota, where Gerald purchased a farm near his parentsô home. He and Donna 
worked side by side on the farm, instilling a strong work ethic and love for the land in their sons, until they 
moved on after high school. Gerald and Donna continued to run a successful farm for many years before  
retiring to Fargo in 2003.  
 

He painstakingly rebuilt all of Zion churchôs stained-glass windows and front doors, each piece custom-crafted 
in his Fargo garage.  
 

Gerald is survived by his wife, Donna; sons, Jeff (Laura) of Sioux Falls, Warren (Jill) of Owings Mills, MD,  
and Jason (Mandy) of Big Fork, MN; grandchildren, Heidi, Geena, Andrew, Cindy, Kelly, Kayla, and Keith; 
seven great-grandchildren; sisters, Shirley Sander of Fargo and Elaine (Buddy) Trittin of Lidgerwood; brother, 
John (Bonnie) Ceroll of Hankinson; and sister-in-law, Laurel Ceroll of Custer, SD.  
 

Gerald is preceded in death by his parents, Reinhold and Edith; brother, Delhart Ceroll; and brother-in-law, 
Ron Sander.  



ñMain Street Living Northò  
TV Program News 
 

ñMain Street Livingò is a liturgical worship service 
broadcasting a different local pastor each Sunday 
morning. It airs along with the classic Lutheran Hour 
program, ñThis is the Life.ò  Both can be viewed at  
9 a.m. on KVRR (FOX) and 10 a.m. on WDAY Xtra 
(ABC). Visit www.mainstreetliving.com/ to view  
current and past episodes. 
 

To add your financial support, send checks to Main 
Street Living North, 821 Fifth Ave. S., Fargo, ND, 
58103, or donate by credit card or your PayPal  
account on the website. Godôs blessing in Christ! 
 

July pastors and sermons are as follows: 
 

July 5: Rev. Sam Pitsch, Our Redeemer Lutheran 
Church, Moorhead, presents the message: ñRest for 
Your Souls" based on Matthew 11:29. This Is the 
Life: ñDream of His Own.ò 
 

July 12:  Vicar J. Blaise Longhurst, Our Redeemer 
Lutheran Church, Moorhead, presents the mes-
sage: "Planting the Seeds of Faith" based on Mat-
thew 13:1-9, 18-23. This Is the Life: "Will to Live.ò 
 

July 19:  Rev. Chris Waldvogel, Beautiful Savior 
Lutheran Church, Fargo, presents the message:  
"Sowing Good Seed for the Final Harvest" based on 
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43. This Is the Life: ñInterlude.ò 
 

July 26:  Rev. James Neubauer, St. John Lutheran 
Church, Park Rapids, MN, presents the message:  
"Treasured Pearl" based on Matthew 13:44-52. This 
Is the Life: ñMan in the Middleò  

0ÁÇÅ Ψ 

BSLC Bible Studies 
 

10:15 a.m. Sunday Bible Study: 
A Study of The Book of Acts - 
See how God the Holy Spirit 
was at work in His creation, creating and supporting 
faith in peoplesô lives and working through the Acts 
(or actions) of the Apostles. You are invited to hear 
and see how Godôs redemptive plan plays out in the 
earliest days of the Christian Church. 
 

6 p.m. Sunday night Lutheran Young Adult  
Bible Study - The young adult Bible study group  
for those in their 20s to 30s meets weekly at 6 p.m. 
All studies include a Bible study, prayer and  
fellowship.  

 

7 p.m. - Tuesday night Bible study: ñGospel of 
Matthewò - We will do a deep dive into the first 11 
chapters of Matthewôs Gospel. Many of the Gospel 
readings from this upcoming church year will come 
from the Gospel of Matthew.   
 

9 a.m. Thursday Womenôs Bible study: ñGrowing  
in Wisdom and Faithò- How can you develop a 
faith that will remain strong when everyday  
circumstances get you down? Where can you get 
the wisdom that will help you make the right choices 
in lifeôs many decisions? The book of James  
answers these questions and many others. We will 
go through July and take the month of August off. 

Memory Verse Challenge 
 

July 5: John 5:39 - You search the 
Scriptures because you think that in 
them you have eternal life; and it is they 
that bear witness about me. 
 

July 12: Hebrews 1:1ï2 - Long ago, at 
many times and in many ways, God spoke to our  
fathers by the prophets, but in these last days He  
has spoken to us by His Son, whom He appointed 
the heir of all things, through whom also He created 
the world. 
 

July 19: 1 John 4:18 - There is no fear in love,  
but perfect love casts out fear. 
 

July 26: Ephesians 4:29 - Let no corrupting talk 
come out of your mouths, but only such as is good 
for building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give 
grace to those who hear. 

July Youth Events 
 

Destination Unknown: 

Where will the youth go this 

week? Join us each week  

for a surprise destination,  

devotions, games, snacks, faith and fun!  
 

  Wednesday, July 1: 8-9 p.m. - Grades 6-12 LYF  

  Wednesday, July 8: 8-9 p.m. - Grades 6-12 LYF  

  Wednesday, July 15: 8-9 p.m. - Grades 6-12 LYF   

  Wednesday, July 22: 8-9 p.m. - Grades 6-12 LYF  

  Wednesday, July 29: 8-9 p.m. - Grades 6-12 LYF   

Wallum Scholarship Fund 
 

Are you thinking about where you or your children 
may go for college? Consider one of our LCMS  
universities. Grants are available to assist youth 
and adults who wish to begin or continue their  
education from an LCMS university or seminary. 
Applications are available in the church office. 
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