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July 2025 Encourage, Support, Pray for Faithful Pastors  
 

By Pastor Chris 
 

“And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their  
synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every  
disease and every affliction. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion  
for them because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a  
shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the  
laborers are few; therefore, pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send 
out laborers into his harvest,’” (Matthew 9:35-38). 
 
 

With approximately 5,800 congregations--more than 500 of which currently  
are without a pastor-- the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod needs qualified 
men who will preach God’s Word in its truth and purity and faithfully  
administer the Sacraments that Christ instituted. The situation is dire. In a  
little more than a decade, 50 percent of clergy in the LCMS will be retirement 
age or at home with the Lord. 
 
 

We trust and praise our Lord Jesus Christ, the Good Shephard of His Sheep, 
who will not leave His Church as orphans, and who remains with His church 
until His return. Yet the simple truth is that the LCMS needs more faithful pastors.  
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“True North” VBS was a Rock-Solid Success 
 

VBS was a rock-solid success thanks to all our wonderful volunteers, kitchen 
staff, OCC donations and amazing families that participated! We had more 
than 40 children embark on an Alaskan adventure and were pointed to a 
friendship with Jesus, a faithful friend we can always trust. More than 25  
volunteers helped the kids trek the tundra and spread the Gospel!  
 

The children gave more than $435 in offering and donated more than 700 
items for Operation Christmas Child. It was a great week that ended with  
Pastor Dan getting bombed with water balloons from all the children! Thank 
you to everyone for making this event so successful and fun for the children  
in our congregation.                                                       (Continued on page 7.) 



Encourage, Support, Pray for Faithful Pastors  
 

                (Continued from Page 1.) 
 

“Throughout the history of the LCMS, men have been certified for  
the Office of the Holy Ministry by seminary certification or by colloquy 
(if coming from another church body),” LCMS President Matthew 
Harrison wrote in a recent column. “We have been very careful about 
this because the proper “handling [of] the 
word of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15) is a matter of 
spiritual life and death for us all. “Lord, to 
whom shall we go? You have the words 
of eternal life” (John 6:68). If we lose the 
Word of God, we lose everything that  
finally matters in the church — in time 
and for eternity. “If You abide in My word, 
… you will know the truth, and the truth 
will set you free” (John 8:31). Unless the 
Word of God, especially the precious 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, governs our lives 
together, we lose our Lord’s mission 
(Matt. 28:19) and our precious and  
God-given unity. That’s why we have 
agreed to do pastoral training together as 
a Synod, including several educational 
options, all of which require seminary certification.” 
 

To address this concern, I ask that God’s Saints at Beautiful Savior 
would: 
 
 

+ Encourage men with the proper aptitudes to consider attending    
   an LCMS seminary and serving as a pastor.  
 

+ Support seminary students financially through the Adopt-a-  
   Student program. 
 

+ Support our seminaries through financial gifts and prayer. 
 

+ Pray, as Jesus invites us to do, for faithful under-shepherds  
   of our Good Shepherd, to feed His Lambs through God’s gifts  
   of Word and Sacrament. 
 

“We need men to enroll in our seminaries (and there are numerous 
routes and options, some making use of online instruction),” Harrison 
wrote. “Your Synod is working very hard through Set Apart to 
Serve to meet the pressing need to fill pulpits and send missionaries. 
And the urgency of the mission to share the Gospel is alive, well and 
growing at our schools.”  

Page 2 Page 2 

BSLC Treasurer's Report 
General Operating Fund 

Oper. Fund    Mar. YTD 

 Contributions       52,796        125,410 
 Expense       54,667 117,048. 
 Surplus/ 

(Shortfall) 
    (1,871)       8,362 

Weddings 
 

June 13: Michael 
McKenna and  
Hannah Persoon. 

 
Memorials 
 

Marlys Kluck: 
Puklich Chevrolet GMC of Valley City  

 
Summer Potluck Meal 
 

Enjoy a meal and fellowship with 
your church family beginning at 
11:30 a.m. on Sunday, July 27.  
Brats and hamburgers will be  
provided. Bring a dish, side or  
dessert to share. 

 
BSLC Spring Cleaning  
 

Volunteers are needed to help deep  
clean the church. This includes the 
sanctuary, classrooms, fellowship 
hall and the church yard. Task 
sheets are posted in each room.  
Return sheets to the office when all 
the tasks have been completed. 
Thank you for volunteering to clean 
God’s house.  

 
Join the Mowing Team 
 

Mowers needed! Sign up in the  
Narthex, or call Matt Gustafson at  
701-205-2263 to get added to the 
schedule. Come for an hour or all 
day and as many times as you are 
able throughout the summer.  

 
Portals of Prayer Available 
 

The July-September Portals of  
Prayer are now available in the  
narthex. Call ahead to make sure 
someone is in the office. 

Beautiful Savior LWML 

members Rita Kaeding, 

Jane Kunkel, Loretta 

Swanson, Shirley Elsner, 

Marlys Gregory and  

Emma Parkman enjoyed 

their week at the 41st  

Biennial LWML  

Convention in Omaha, NE. 
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Endure LCMS  
Youth Gathering 
 

Seven youth and four 
adults from Beautiful Savior will depart Fargo on 
Thursday, July 17, to New Orleans for the National 
Youth Gathering, Endure, based on Hebrews 12:1-3.  
 

This group will take a deep dive into God's word  
for an entire week along with 20,000 other LCMS  
attendees from around the globe. Did you know that 
you can be a part of this from home? The large  
group events at the New Orleans Superdome will be 
broadcast live on the gathering website:  
lcmsgathering.com at 8:30 p.m. on Saturday,  
July 19, and at 10 a.m. on Wednesday, July 23. You 
can join online and watch the live events with them.  
 

During the day, participants will be attending multiple  
seminars, daily Bible studies and eating some of the 
local cuisine. This group will serve at a servant event 
in the city of New Orleans. 
 

Please remember to keep these young people in your 
prayers as they travel and take part in this exciting 
event. Pray that God uses this time in His Word and 
in community to strengthen the faith of all youth and 
adults in attendance. Thank you to everyone who 
supported them. They are excited and can't wait to 
share what they learn with you when they all return!  

Grace Lutheran School News 
 

Enrollment at Grace Lutheran School never closes. 
Grace is a Pre-Kindergarten (four years) through 
grade eight school just for you, a member of  
Beautiful Savior.  
 
 

Why Christian education at Grace? Our parents  
believe that a Christian education is the single  
greatest advantage they can give their children. 
Grace students continually perform at a higher  
academic level, are more likely to stay in the church 
after graduation and receive Christ-centered values  
to carry them through all circumstances. Grace  
students stand out in a (literal) crowd – their  
character training evident in their words and actions. 
 
 

Financial aid, church subsidies and incentives are 
available to make Christian education accessible to  
all families. Grace’s financial aid ministry is the  
foundation of the diaspora of our student body. It is  
a profound opportunity to share the Gospel with  
families who may not receive it outside of this school. 
 
 

GLS is especially interested in providing your  
middle schooler with a unique experience. In  
addition to preparing them for high school and 
teaching them critical thinking skills, Grace focuses 
on growing their faith, teaching them about their 
worth and identity in the image of Christ and having 
important conversations about topics of concern to 
them in their formative years. 
 

 
Growing Together in Grace Update  
 

The Board of Education recently rolled the cost of  
the new playground into the current GTIG capital  
improvement campaign to streamline the fundraising 
process into a single campaign. This adds about 
$182,000 to the fundraising goal. Along with the 
original remaining amount of $170,000, the GTIG 
campaign has just $352,000 left to raise. Grace is 
pursuing several grants for the playground as well. 
The playground addition to the campaign does not 
require a congregational vote and will not affect the 
church’s current financial commitment. 
 
 

GTIG will be moving into active fundraising again in 
the coming months. We are seeking several people 
who love Grace to join us in making connections 
with others who love Grace. Please email or call  
her at Amy Hirsch at amy.hirsch@glsfargo.org or  
701-232-7747 if you can help us find donors,  
alumni or community-minded businesses. 
 
 

Thank you for all your support throughout the GTIG 
campaign. The school is beautiful and bright and our 
values unchanged: Christ, Character, Community. 

Adult Vacation Bible School 
 

Join Pastor Worral and Pastor Johnson from 
Immanuel Lutheran Church as they host an Adult 
VBS from 6-8 p.m. Sunday, July 13 to Wednesday, 
July 16. We recently passed the 50th anniversary  
of the student/faculty walkout from Concordia  
Seminary, St. Louis (Seminex: Feb.19, 1974). This 
was an exceedingly difficult chapter in our church 
body’s history. At the same time, it is fascinating to 
study how the Lord has continued to preserve his 
people despite false teaching and conflict.  
Call: 701-293-7979, text: 701-371-2667 or email: 
immanuel.fargo@gmail.com to register. 

A Word from the ND  
District President 
 

Greetings, North Dakota District.  
I plan to have a weekly bulletin blurb to communicate 
various events happening in the district, greetings 
and other news and information. I pray that these little 
blurbs will be informative and encouraging for you.  
 

- Rev. Mark Chepulis, North Dakota District President 
 

mailto:amy.hirsch@glsfargo.org
mailto:immanuel.fargo@gmail.com


Deaths 
 

June 13: Kim E. Wagner, formerly of Fargo, passed away at home surrounded by her  
husband, three sons and daughter via Facetime. Her memorial service will be held at  
Trinity Lutheran Church, Bellingham, WA, on Tuesday, Aug. 5. A Celebration of Life  
reception will be held Sunday, Aug. 17 at Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church in the  
Fellowship Hall. A family committal will take place in Crookston, MN. 
 

Kim, 64, was born to Randy and Audrey Christianson in Crookston, MN, on Oct. 9, 1960, 
the youngest of six children. She loved riding horses, playing in the haymow and helping 
with field work. She graduated and attended Bemidji State University and pursued a  
degree in music/theater arts.  
 

Kim married her college sweetheart, David Wagner on Nov. 28, 1981. They had four children. They lived in 
St. Louis, MO while Dave attended seminary, Lake Worth, FL (pastoral internship), Beach, ND and in 1990 
Fargo, where they spent 27 years at Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church. In 2017, Dave accepted a call to  
Trinity Lutheran in Bellingham, WA. 
 

Kim worked in office settings, fund-raising, a fabric store, funeral homes and a pet crematory. She loved 
dogs, sewing and singing. In 2011 she was diagnosed with stage 3b breast cancer and pursued her love of 
motivational speaking and published a book Saying Goodbye to the Girls.  
 

Kim is survived by her husband Dave, children Isaac (Melissa), Margot Szarke (Josh), Lucas (Amber) and 
Abram (Steven Toth); six grandchildren Leo and Roman Szarke (Margot), Milo and Bryanna (Lucas), Marni 
and Orson (Isaac) and dog Hazel. 
 

The link to the full obituary (written by Kim) is: https://www.westfordfuneralhome.com/obituaries/kim-wagner 

Clubs and Service Groups 
 

Elders - Our elders greet members and visitors, 
help the pastors with any needs and see that all  
goes well at worship service. If you have any  
concerns for our church, please talk to head elder  
Adam Tykwinski or any of the other elders.   
 

BSLC Coffee Club - BSLC members -  
men and women of any age - are invited to gather  
at 9 a.m. on Friday mornings at the Fryn’ Pan.  
 

Quilting and Fellowship - Join us from  
10:30 a.m.- 2 p.m. July 10 and 24. The coffee is  
always on. We have lunch at noon. You do not  
need to know how to sew; we just like to have fun.  
If you have questions, please call Donna Ceroll  
at 232-2464. 
 

Beautiful Garden - We meet at 5 p.m. on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays or as you are able. The  
tiller is toast so bring your hoes and gloves to get 
those pesky weeds. We can always use more  
gardeners of any age. If you would like to be added  
to the communication list, please email Tim  
at tim.deitemeyer@hotmail.com. 
 

LWML - We will resume meetings in September.  
 

Save the date for the LWML Fall Brunch -  
10 a.m. on Saturday, October 4. Join us for an  
FM Community Theater vintage fashion show.  
Donations will support the FM Community Theater  
this year. Let the church office know if you are  
interested in sponsoring a table, would like to be  
a guest, or donate a silent auction item. 

Gold Club - It is a time for fellowship, faith  
and food. Our next lunch will be at noon on  
Wednesday, July 16. Bring a dish to share. The  
theme will be “picnic” foods. Invite a friend. Gold  
Club is for anyone!  
 

Evangelism and Stewardship - There  
will be an evangelism and stewardship committee 
meeting at 5 p.m. Monday, July 7, in the fellowship 
hall. Anyone is invited to attend. 
 

Operation Christmas Child - Shoebox  
G.O. Crew will meet from 1-3 p.m. Friday, July 18.  
 

Save the date for the OCC packing party - Sunday, 
Nov. 16, between services. 
 

Christmas in July Envelope Fundraiser - Amazon 
Prime Days are July 8-11, and school supplies are  
going on sale in local stores. Now is the time to  
purchase some bargains for our shoeboxes. 
 

Now is also the time to get a head start on raising our 
$10 per box donation for every box we will send. Our 
2025 goal is $5,300 - 530 shoebox gifts.  
 

Take one or more envelopes from the bulletin board in 
the narthex. Each envelope is for either the $10 per 
box donation or school supplies. For the $10 per box 
donation, you can choose to donate online using the 
QR code on the envelope or write a check to Samaritan’s 
Purse and return it to the church in the envelope.  
Either method allows us to track BSLC donations. For 
the school supplies, you can either purchase the items 
listed on the envelope or return the listed amount of 
money to church in the envelope. The money will then 
be used to purchase shoebox items.   
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Independence vs. Dependence 
 

By Pastor Dan 
 

July is here already, and with it, we celebrate Independence Day. On July 2, 1776, the Continental  
Congress voted in favor of independence from England, and two days later, delegates from the 13 colonies 
adopted the Declaration of Independence, a historic document drafted by Thomas Jefferson. This act started 
our country in a new path forward as we began to form a new nation.   
 

That same spirit of independence continues on to this day as we value freedom  
and the ideal of “rugged individualism,” which emphasizes personal liberty and  
independence, self-reliance, resourcefulness, and self-direction. We were raised 
to stand on our own two feet.  
 

The opposite of this is “being a burden to others” or needing assistance. We don’t  
want to inconvenience others, causing us to feel ashamed or guilty for being ourselves.  
In our pride, we don’t want to ask others for help, because we feel like we should be able to do it on our own.  
 

But, whether we like it or not, the simple truth is that we are dependent people. We are dependent on others 
for all sorts of things, like when we get sick or need help. We need others for love, success, comfort and 
comradery. Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 says, “Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their 
toil. For if they fall, one will lift up his fellow. But woe to him who is alone when he falls and has not another to 
lift him up! Again, if two lie together, they keep warm, but how can one keep warm alone? And though a man 
might prevail against one who is alone, two will withstand him—a threefold cord is not quickly broken.” 
 

Ultimately, we are dependent on God for everything. Have you ever calculated how much air you’d need to 
breathe your entire lifetime? Or how much food you’ll eat? God knows both of these and continues to provide 
for us without us even asking. Philippians 4:19 says, “And my God will supply every need of yours according 
to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.” Without God’s providence, we quite simply are unable to survive. 
 

We know this to be true for our life here on earth, but what about life with God forever in heaven? What about 
your eternal life? Again, we are dependent on God. For we are all poor beggars completely dependent on all 
that God has done for us in the sending of His son, Jesus. We depend on the forgiveness won for us on the 
cross, and we depend on the promise of the resurrection of the life to come.  
 

In the meantime, God has created us to be in community and to be relational people. For that is what the 
Church is: a community of believers who gather for mutual support and upbuilding in the faith as we care  
for each other in spiritual and physical needs, always giving thanks and praise to God for the salvation he  
has won for us. A place where we can come to receive Word and Sacrament ministry, receiving the good 
gifts from God that we so desperately need.  
 

So, as we stand on the fourth of July to honor our country and its founding, we are also reminded that we  
kneel at the cross in humble adoration of God—who created us, loved and redeemed us, and sanctifies  
us in His name.  
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July Youth Events 
 

Join us each week for devotions, games, snacks, faith and fun!  
 

     Wednesday, July 2: 8-9 p.m. - 6-12 LYF  
     Wednesday, July 9: 8-9 p.m. - 6-12 LYF 
     Wednesday, July 16: 8-9 p.m. - 6-12 LYF  
     Wednesday, July 30: 8-9 p.m. - 6-12 LYF  
 
 

Monday, Aug. 11: Zone Youth Event at Thunder Road - This event is for sixth through twelfth-graders in 
the fall. Enjoy laser tag, miniature golf, go-cart rides, batting cages and more, along with Bible study. Parents 
please drop off and pick up your kids from Thunder Road. We will be meeting from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
Aug. 11. Cost is $20 in advance. $25 the day of event. Snacks will be provided. Forms are on the church 
website or in the narthex and may be returned to the office.  



“Main Street Living North”  
TV Program News 
 

God called our brother in Christ, Arlen “Dutch”  
Te Slaa, to Himself in Heaven, on Good Friday,  
April 18, 2025. Dutch was one of the founding  
members of MSLN in 2001, and a driving force in 
the ministry during its first 20 years. Dutch had a 
passion for sharing Jesus with the world, and the 
unique ability to motivate people to action. All  
involved in MSLN are indebted to his vision and 
drive to share the Gospel with the upper Midwest. 
May you find comfort in the sure and certain hope  
in the resurrection through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

To add your financial support, send checks to Main 
Street Living North, 821 Fifth Ave. S., Fargo, ND 
58103, or donate by credit card or your PayPal  
account on the website. God’s blessing in Christ! 
 

July pastors and sermons are as follows: 
 

July 6: Rev. Sam Pitsch, Our Redeemer Lutheran 
Church, Moorhead, MN, presents the message:  
“Help Wanted” based on Luke 10:2. This Is the 
Life: “To the End of Time.” 
 

July 13: Rev. Matthew Meyer, Beautiful Savior  
Lutheran Church, Callaway, MN, presents the  
message: “The Best ‘Good Samaritan’” based on 
Luke 10:25-31. This Is the Life: “A Face from the Past.” 
 

July 20: Rev. David Suelzle, Crosspointe Lutheran 
Church, presents the message: “God’s Promises 
Are No Laughing Matter!” based on Genesis 18:10-
14. This Is the Life: “Love Is Not Enough.” 
 

July 27: Rev. Justin Whitmore, St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, Perham, MN, presents the message: 
“Baptism: God’s Gift of Grace” based on Colossians 
2:11-12. This Is the Life: “A Different Way.” 
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Upcoming Bible Studies 
 

10:15 a.m. Sunday Bible study: “Mystagogy: 
Training in the ‘mystery’ that is the worship  
service” - We will cover what the Bible says about 
worship; understanding the order of worship, the 
things that stay the same and understanding the 
variety in worship, the things that change.  
 

Other topics covered will be other worship services, 
the worship space and furniture, Christian symbols 
and homiletics.  
 

6 p.m. Sunday night Lutheran Young Adult Bible 
Study - The young adult Bible study group for  
individuals in their 20’s to 30’s will meet weekly at  
6 p.m. in the student room at Immanuel Lutheran 
Church. It will be led by Pastor Bernie Worral. There 
will be a Bible study, prayer and fellowship.   
 

7 p.m. Tuesday night Bible study: “Revealing 
Revelation” - How will this end? We pose that 
question with many things in life: books, movies, 
jobs, relationships and struggles. It is natural, then, 
that we would want to know what will happen at the 
end of the age upon Christ’s return. The disciple 
John’s prophetic book does not leave Christians in 
doubt about the outcome of our faith. Revelation 
shows us the full restoration Christ brings for God’s 
people. The book of Revelation is the assurance of 
Christ’s victory over sin, death and the power of the 
devil. It is the culmination of Christ’s promise  
to make all things new. Revelation is a letter  
addressed to Christians experiencing trials and  
difficulties because of their faith. It is written so that 
God’s people can live each moment in joy and  
confidence because we know that Jesus is ruling  
over all things now and forever.  
 

9 a.m. Thursday morning Women’s Bible study 
“Life Lessons from Daniel and Esther” - Staying 
faithful when the pressure was most intense. That’s 
what these two did. The Jewish people had reason 
to be depressed. Their nation had been conquered. 
Their hometown was in ruins. They were living in 
captivity. Yet from the ashes, God raised up two key 
figures to preserve the Jewish race. 
 

Daniel was among the first of the captives carried 
away by the Babylonians. Although he lived in a  
culture opposed to God, he was always faithful to 
the Lord – even in the face of death – and ultimately 
was able to influence kings and rulers. Esther was 
in exile during the time of the Persian Empire. Like 
Daniel, the Lord also placed her in a position to  
influence those in power. God also called her to 
step out in faith and risk her life to foil a plot against 
her people. As a result of her bold actions, the  
entire Jewish race was saved from annihilation. 

LCMS Memory Verse Challenge 
 

July 6: John 15:5 - I am the vine; you are the 
branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him,  
he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from 
me you can do nothing. 
 

July 13: Psalm 119:11 - I have stored up your word 
in my heart, that I might not sin against you. 
 

July 20: 1 Corinthians 15:58 - Therefore, my  
beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in 
the Lord your labor is not in vain. 
 

July 27: Deuteronomy 6:6–7 - And these words 
that I command you today shall be on your heart. 
You shall teach them diligently to your children, and 
shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and 
when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, 
and when you rise. 
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“True North” VBS Fun               (Continued from page 1.) 



Contact Us: 

PHONE : (701) 293-1047 

EMAIL:  office@bslcfargo.org 
WEB:  www.beautifulsaviorfargo.com 
FACEBOOK:  www.facebook.com/BeautifulSaviorLutheranFargo 

Office Hours: 

9:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. Monday-Thursday 
 

Pastor Chris and Pastor Dan are available by appointment. 
 

Worship Schedule:  
7 pm. Wednesday 
9 a.m. Sunday 
10:15 a.m. Sunday Adult Bible Study 
 

Holy Communion is celebrated on the first, third and fifth  
Sundays of each month. Pastor Chris and Pastor Dan are 
available by appointment Monday - Friday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  
 

Worship Services  available  at: 
www.beautifulsaviorfargo.com 
www.youtube.com 
www.facebook.com/BeautifulSaviorLutheranFargo 
Sermon podcasts on our website & iTunes app 

Non-Profit 

Organization 
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Fargo, ND 

58102 

Permit No. 1068 
Ghost No. 80108 

Council Members    

Chairman:     Mike Schlichtmann    

Vice-Chair: Travis Olson     

Treasurer: Craig Hashbarger      

Secretary: Deb Schimek         

Properties: Scott Persoon     

Education: Stacy Knudson           

Stewardship: Claudia Schroeder    

Evangelism: Nancy Tykwinski         

Board of Elders 
A-Bo  Brian Rieck             

Br-D   Caley Perleberg     

E-G   Seth Murray    

H-K   Jim Willprecht     

L-N   Mike Sellden     

O-R   Adam Tykwinski     

  S   Gene Doeling    

T-Z      Patrik Tostenson               
Elders are assigned families based on last name 

Volunteers 
LWML President:       Mary Seiffert  

RRLSA Board Representatives:       Randy Johnson  

     Tim Deitemeyer  

Financial Secretary:               Beth Gustafson          

BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH  
2601 23rd Ave. S., Fargo, ND  58103 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Pastors 

Chris Waldvogel 
701-293-1047 
701-893-6995 
 

Dan Bodin 
701-293-1047 
612-242-1743 
 

Administrative Assistant 

Kim Scheer 
701-293-1047 
 

ENLIGHTEN is a 
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Lutheran Church. 
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