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Cut Down on the Noise and Take Time in God’s Word
By Pastor Chris

December added another challenge to an already busy month. Every day,
hundreds of emails flooded my inbox. Wading through hundreds of relentless
promotional updates, sales announcements, membership invitations and other
superfluous junk became part of the daily routine.

This poses a challenge for many of us. We willingly open the door to so many
entertainment streams, mindless distractions and endless amusements. While
they provide escape and entertainment, they also consume our limited
attention that can only process so much before we hit overload.

How much time does that leave for more important things? How much time
does it leave for us to receive the living, active, Spirit-breathed, eternal Word
of God?

LCMS Family Ministry has updated some valuable resources to help families
spend time together in the Word and in prayer, including a customizable
family devotions calendar, along with helpful flashcards to highlight and help
remember, mark, learn and inwardly digest the scriptures. The memory work
is intended to be recited each day and even multiple times per day - in the car,
while brushing teeth and especially during devotion time! The prayers can be
led by the head of the household, or each family member can take turns
praying out loud. This is a great opportunity for children to learn the model for
prayer and the reverence of prayer.

(Continued on Page 2.)
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Epiphany Worship Service Tuesday, Jan. 6

There will be an Epiphany service with Holy Communion at 7 p.m. on Tuesday,
Jan. 6, at Grace Lutheran Church, 821 5th Ave. S. Fargo. Join our sister
congregations for worship of our Lord Jesus Christ during these festive times.

North Dakota President serving BSLC Jan. 11

North Dakota District President Mark Chepulis will serve as a guest preacher
for the 8:15 and 10:45 a.m. services on Sunday, Jan. 11. He also will speak
during the education hour between services to provide updates on events and
happenings within the district. Please join us for this special Sunday.



Cut Down on the Noise and Take Time in God’s Word
(Continued from Page 1.)

You can download the calendar from LCMS.org. With completely customizable
and editable settings, families can adjust to match the family’s needs.

With so much noise filling up our emotional and mental bandwidth, Paul invites
the Christian to spend time in things far more significant, meaningful and
beneficial. Devotions are not meant to replace the Divine Service, Bible study
and Sunday school, but they provide opportunity to “equip the saints for the
work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the
unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood,
to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, so that we may no
longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by
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every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes.
Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him
who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and held
together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working

properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love,”

(Ephesians 4:12-16).
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2025 Poinsettia Dedications
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& Poinsettia Placed by:

& Rita Kaeding

Al & Jane Kunkel
Brian, Rochelle, Davis,

?& Benett & Ellie Rieck &
Claudia Schroeder

;& Dave & Kim Scheer

W& Mary Seiffert

;& Mike & Judy Sellden

&
% Maggie Stende
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Poinsettia Placed by:

)]
¥% Shirley Elsner

vie Mark & Kay Osman
v Arla Strege
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In Loving Memory of:
Eric Kaeding, Son

Family

Don Schroeder, Husband,
Father & Grandfather

David Jr.

Friends & Family

Val & Vicky Sellden, Mother & Sister
Elmer, Lucille & Tony Hammarsten,
Mother, Father & Brother

Alex Toribio, Grandson

Our Parents

In Honor of:

My Parents

Children & Grandchildren
Family

2026 Flower
Sign-up Chart

The 2026 flower chart is outside
the office on the bulletin board. The
cost is $30, and you can take the
flowers home after the second
service. Designate the money for
flowers, and place in the offering
plate. Please return vases to the
church office when done with them.

Save Cancelled
Stamps

Bring in your cancelled stamps and
place them in the drawer marked
stamps by the LWML kiosk. The
stamps need to have at least one-
quarter-inch border around them.

Sunday Morning Treats

There are sheets in the narthex for
members to sign up to bring two
dozen treats, help serve and
clean-up on Sunday mornings.

We will still have coffee if no one
signs up, but there will be no treats.




S6TH ANNUAL LWML Giving Tree
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Shepherd's Hilll at the Crossroads, St. John, ND

Join Pastor Filipek as he pieces the Bible and the Christian faith
together so that you can see the breathtakingly beautiful story of
God's message of salvation for all people in Jesus Christ, from
Genesis to Revelation, and your place in it.
Contact Corey Isaak to reserve your spot for this faith-enriching event
corey.isaak@gracefargo.org | 701-281-0240
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Operation Christmas Child News

Our boxes are going to Guyana and Zambia!

e Goto https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child-countries/guyana/
and https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child-countries/zambia/ to
learn more.

e Please pray for the children who will receive these gifts - that they will have their
hearts opened to the saving message of the Gospel and know God's love for them.

BSLC Members Served at Operation Christmas Child Processing Centers!
e Kira and Seth Murray had a great time volunteering at the Denver, CO processing
center where they processed 11,835 shoeboxes headed to Mexico.

e Jennifer Krause served as a table coach for a week at the Aurora, IL processing
center. More than 230,000 boxes were processed during the week headed for
Zambia, Malawi, Guyana, Jamaica and a Sensitive Country.

Shoebox G.O. Crew Dates:
e 6-7:30 p.m. Monday, January 12. Join us to plan for 2026!

Year-Round Collecting Focus for January - Christmas Clearance!
e Toys of all kinds, Christmas cards, holiday apparel, socks, any fun seasonal items.

In Appreciation

We would like to extend our heartfelt gratitude to our church family for all the kindness shown to us
during the Advent and Christmas seasons. We appreciated all your prayers, cards, cookies, gifts and
expressions of love. We feel blessed to have all of you in our lives. May God continue to bless our work here.

Pastor Chris, Pastor Dan & Kim Scheer




Clubs and Service Groups

Elders - ourelders greet members and visitors,
help the pastors with any needs and see that all
goes well at worship service. If you have any
concerns for our church, please talk to head elder
Adam Tykwinski or any of the other elders.

Quilting and Fellowship - Join us from
10 a.m.— 1 p.m. on Thursday, Jan. 8 and 22. The
coffee is always on, and we have lunch at noon.
You do not need to know how to sew, we just like
to have fun. Call Donna Ceroll at 232-2464 with
questions.

Gold Club - itis atime to get together and
enjoy some potluck food, faith, and fellowship. Our
next get-together will be at noon on Wednesday,
Jan. 14. Invite a friend, Gold Club is for anyone!

LWML - start the new year out by attending our

meeting at 11:45 a.m. on Sunday, Jan. 18. All women

are invited to join. Your participation in LWML is a
great way to make new friends and serve the Lord!

Munchies for Missions Update - Thank you for
supporting our Munchies for Missions bake sale.
We collected more than $1,450 for Churches United.

LWML Prayer Service - Save the date for the

prayer service Feb. 21 at Immanuel Lutheran Church.

BSLC Coffee Club - BSLC members -

men and women of any age - are invited to gather
at 9 a.m. on Friday mornings at the Fryn’ Pan.

Evangelism and Stewardship - There
will be an evangelism and stewardship committee
meeting at 5 p.m. Monday, Jan. 5, in the fellowship
hall. Anyone is invited to attend.

LWML Mites

The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML)
mite box offerings are based on the Biblical story

of the widow’s mite found in Luke 21:1-4 and

Mark 12:41-43.

Beautiful Savior's LWML ladies collect mites several
different ways: we have our own mite boxes we
drop coins and bills that we to bring to our meetings;
any month that has five Sundays, we celebrate the
fifth Sunday as “Loose Change” Sunday and ask
the congregation to drop their coins, bills and
checks into the mite box; and the quilters celebrate
members’ birthdays by giving mite offerings.

All of these mite offerings are sent to the North
Dakota District LWML to support their mission
grants. North Dakota’s 2024-2026 biennium grants
total $78,000 and include Orphan Grain Train of
Jamestown, Mercy Meals of ND, Lutheran Family
Service and Main Street Living North. For a list,
see their website at https://lwmind.org/.

The ND District LWML sends 25 percent of the
offerings we give to the national LWML for their
mission grants. The national LWML 2025-2027
biennium grants total $2,622,270 and include a
shower trailer for Disaster Response Ministry, a
portable laundry trailer for Forged by Fire, sharing
Braille and large print through Lutheran Braille
Workers, reaching God’s children in Haiti and
building a place of care at Dakota Boys and Girls
Ranch of North Dakota. For a complete list, see
their website at https://www.lwml.org/home.

A complete listing of Beautiful Savior's 2025 mite
contributions will be in next month’s newsletter.

Rita Kaeding
LWML Treasurer
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Memory Verse Challenge

Jan. 4: Psalm 37:23-24 - The steps of a man are established by the Lord, when he delights in
his way; though he fall, he shall not be cast headlong, for the Lord upholds his hand. i

Jan. 11: Ephesians 1:7 - In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our

trespasses, according to the riches of his grace.
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Jan. 18: 1 John 2:2 - He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins

of the whole world.

Jan. 25: Leviticus 19:18 - You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your own
people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: | am the Lord.
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Come Learn About the Book of Acts
By Pastor Dan

Have you ever wondered what life was like for the earliest of Christians? Or how a rag-tag bunch of ‘regular
joes’ go on a mission to change the world, after following a homeless, itinerant rabbi, who was disgracefully
and publicly executed in the most heinous and shameful way that existed in society? Have you ever
wondered how such a thing might have happened, or could have even been successful?

Because on the face of it all, it shouldn’t be successful. This endeavor—of uneducated W v
blue-collar laborers starting a movement that impacts the ethics and morals of much of
the world today—should have failed spectacularly. Unless... Unless this was of God.

A certain “Pharisee in the council named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law held in honor by and now, Lord ... grant to
all the people,” (Acts 5:34) came to the same conclusion. After the Apostles were being Z;ﬁff;@ﬂf@%ﬁénﬁﬂf Al
harassed by the religious leaders of the day, and after they locked Peter and some of the

Apostles in prison and commanded them to stop teaching in Jesus’ name, “Peter and BOlDNESS

the apostles [respond with], ‘We must obey God rather than men,” (Acts 4:29).

As you can imagine, their open defiance invoked a rather unpleasant reaction among the religious leaders
persecuting these earliest of Christians. In fact, Scripture tells us the religious leaders were “enraged and
wanted to kill them,” (Acts 5:33). But Gamaliel calls a time out, has Peter and the Apostles step outside for a
bit, and addresses the council, as recorded in Acts 5:38-39, saying, “So in the present case | tell you, keep
away from these men and let them alone, for if this plan or this undertaking is of man, it will fail; but if it is of
God, you will not be able to overthrow them. You might even be found opposing God!" So they took his advice.”

And from there, goes on the rest of the story, of how Christianity was spread throughout all the known
world—a story of redemption and salvation shared among the ones God calls to be his own. Not that it didn’t
hit a few bumps in the road along the way, but it continued on despite them.

Beginning in late January and going through much of the spring, | (Pastor Dan) will be leading the adult Bible
study between services on Sunday mornings. And we will be walking through the Book of Acts, seeing how
God the Holy Spirit was at work in His creation, creating and supporting faith in peoples’ lives, working
through the Acts (or actions) of the Apostles.

| invite you to join in on hearing and seeing God’s redemptive plan play out in the earliest days of the
Christian Church.

Hope to see you there! +/Z5nlofV"“

Gingerbread Bash Photos

The Gingerbread Bash was held
Sunday, Dec. 7. Many houses were
built and lots of fun was had by all.

Center: gingerbread house prep.

Left and right: showing off the
finished gingerbread houses.



BSLC Bible Studies

9:30 a.m. Sunday Bible Study: TUDY
Worshiped and Glorified: %
A Study of The Nicene Creed -

Pastor Chris will lead this Bible study on the Nicene
Creed. Do the words of the Nicene Creed reflect
your faith? They should! The Nicene Creed does

not replace the Scriptures. Instead, it reflects and
teaches truths found in the Scriptures.

6 p.m. Sunday night Lutheran Young Adult
Bible Study - The young adult Bible study group
for individuals in their 20s to 30s will meet weekly
at 6 p.m. All studies will include a Bible study,
prayer and fellowship. We will resume after the
new year at Beautiful Savior.

7 p.m. - Tuesday night Bible study: “Gospel of
Matthew” - We will do a deep dive into the first 11
chapters of Matthew’s Gospel. Many of the Gospel
readings from this upcoming church year will come
from the Gospel of Matthew. Let Pastor Chris know
if you would like to join this study as we will be using
books from CPH to accompany the study.

1 p.m. Thursday morning Women'’s Bible study:
“Growing in Wisdom and Faith”- Beginning at

1 p.m. Jan. 8 we will begin a new study. How can
you develop a faith that will remain strong when
everyday circumstances get you down? Where can
you get the wisdom that will help you to make the
right choices in life’s many decisions? The book of
James answers to these questions and many others.
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The Children’s Christmas Program “Hark! The Herald Angels
Sing” was held on Sunday, Dec. 14.
Above: 4-6 Grade Program. Right: Pre-K - 3rd Grade.

“Main Street Living North”
TV Program News

To add your financial support, send checks to Main
Street Living North, 821 Fifth Ave. S., Fargo, ND,
58103, or donate by credit card or your PayPal
account on the website. God’s blessing in Christ!

January pastors and sermons are as follows:

Jan 4: Rev. Philip Beyersdorf, St. Mark’s Lutheran
Church, Minot, presents the message: “Out of Egypt
| Called My Son” based on Matthew 2:13-23.
Lutheran Hour Ministries: “The Other Wiseman.”

Jan 11: Rev. Timothy Stout, St. Peter’s Lutheran
Church, Sawyer, St. John’s Lutheran Church,
Kongsberg, and St. Martin’s Lutheran Church,
Anamoose, presents the message: “The Baptism
Bath” based on Matthew 3:13-17. Lutheran Hour
Ministries: "The Christ We Share.”

Jan 18: Rev. Michael Salemink, National
Lutherans for Life, presents the message: “From
Invisible to Indispensable” based on | Corinthians
12:22. This program is interpreted and closed
captioned for the deaf and hard of hearing. Visit
www.mainstreetliving.com for more information.
This Is the Life: “Live Option.”

Jan 25: Rev. Rick Jones, Dakota Boys and Girls
Ranch, Minot, presents the message: “Light in the
Darkness” based on Isaiah 9:1-4 and Matthew
12:12-25. This Is The Life: “Missing Ingredient.”
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s ““ﬂﬂ;; will be singing at both worship
‘iﬂnqﬂl_ services on Sunday, Jan. 25.

Please have your student at the
church by 8 a.m. for a short practice. They are
welcome to sing at one or both services.

Sunday School Volunteers Needed
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Sunday School volunteers are always
needed. If you only have a few Sundays
that work for you, that's ok. We'll work
around your schedule. Let Stacy
Knudson, Pastor Chris or Pastor Dan
know if you are willing to help out.
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Grace Lutheran School News

Enrollment season is here, and we have open
houses for you to explore Grace from 4:30 - 6 p.m.
on Jan. 22 and 27 and Feb. 17. Stop in and get
your questions answered, check out our newly
remodeled classrooms, and see if Lutheran
education is the right fit for your family. GLS has
openings from pre-k through 8th grade. Church
subsidies and financial aid are available to make
Grace accessible to all kinds of families.

The Winter Carnival is from 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. on
Saturday, Jan. 24. This year’s theme is “The
Olympics.” Come on out for food, games, prizes,
and fun for the whole family!

Upcoming Dates:

Jan. 25-30: National Lutheran Schools Week
Feb. 12: Giving Hearts Day

Feb. 13 and 16: No School

April 18: Pasta With a Purpose

January Youth Events

Wednesday, Jan. 7 - 7:30-9 p.m.

Wednesday, Jan. 14 - 7:30-9 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 21 - 7:30-9 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 28 - 7:30-9 p.m.

Destination Unknown: Where will the youth go this week?
LYF grades 6-12 join us each week for a surprise destination, devotions, games,
snacks, faith and fun! For more information, talk to Pastor Chris or Pastor Dan.

LYF Christmas Party

The LYF held their white

_ elephant Christmas party on

Dec. 17. Who got the
craziest gift?
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PHONE : (701) 293-1047 Ghost No. 80108
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8:15 and 10:45 a.m. Sunday
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9:30 a.m. Sunday School and Adult Bible Study

Holy Communion is celebrated on the first, third and fifth
Sundays of each month.

Worship Services available at:
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