
The Things of God not a Viable DIY Project 
                                                         By Pastor Chris 

 

Taking on do-it-yourself projects makes sense when you possess the 
knowledge, skill and time to bring such projects to a suitable completion.  
DIY projects offer an opportunity to hone skills or learn new ones. This  
approach can also ensure that projects get done according to our standards. 
And, of course, a DIY approach can save considerable amounts of money.   
 
Going out to eat with a large family for example  easily can cost more than 
$100. My family appreciates my cooking. They often compliment me by  
saying that the food prepared at home tastes better than the food served at 
restaurants. But when it comes to home repairs, I can do simple things, but 
larger projects fall outside of my ability to do well. None of us possess the 
knowledge, skill and time for DIY projects in every sphere of life.   
                                                                                       (Continued on Page 2.) 
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Help is Needed  
Taking Down Decorations 
 

We will take down the Christmas decorations at  
9 a.m. on Saturday, Jan. 4. Please help us. It will  
only take an hour.  

Pastor Daniel Bodin Accepts  
Divine Call to Beautiful Savior 
 

After prayerful deliberation, the Rev. Daniel 
Bodin has accepted the Divine Call to serve  
as associate pastor at Beautiful Savior. 
 

Pastor Dan plans to begin his service at  
Beautiful Savior in February. 
 

Dan was born in Robbinsdale, MN. He is  
married to Trista and has three sons, Victor, 
Pax and Lucian; and a daughter Grace.  
 

Please keep Pastor Dan and his family,  
as well as South Shore Trinity Lutheran  
Church in White Bear Lake, MN, in your prayers. 
 

We give thanks to and ask the Lord to keep sending workers into His  
harvest field to proclaim the Gospel and administer the Sacraments, which 
bring forgiveness of sins, life and salvation in Christ Jesus. 



Baptisms 
 

Nov. 21: Nash Lawrence 
Odle, son of Jaylin Odle, 
born May 22, 2024. His  
sponsors are Emily Neset,  
Arianna Odle and Kilee Waldvogel.  

New Sock, Mitten and Hat Donations  
Still Being Accepted 
 

We will continue to collect donations of new socks, mittens and 
hats for adults or children until Jan. 15. They can be placed in the 
collection bin in the narthex. These items will be donated to local 
schools and to Churches United for the Homeless.  

The Things of God not a Viable DIY Project                (Continued from Page 1.) 
 

The Scriptures make it abundantly clear that when it comes to the things of God, we do not possess the  
ability to accomplish salvation on our own. We cannot manufacture faith, strengthen it or keep ourselves in 
this faith. Instead, we need the Holy Spirit working through the Means of Grace. 
And when it comes to receiving God’s favor, we cannot earn that by our works.  
For we all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.  
 

As confessional Lutherans, we confess and believe these things. Yet we still  
insist on doing many aspects of the faith on our own. Teaching our kids,  
interpreting the Scriptures, living the Christian life can all become  
individualized DIY projects built on the lie that we know best and don’t need  
anybody else to tell us what to do. But it is important to remember that just  
because we feel things should be done in a certain way or a specific manner  
does not mean we agree with what God has revealed in His Word.  
 

We all know how badly DIY projects can end up. DIY faith projects done  
outside Christian community and the church can have eternal consequences.  
Paul clearly denounces your Christian walk as a DIY project. He writes:  
“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one  
another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with  
thankfulness in your hearts to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed,  
do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through him,” (Colossians 3:16-17).  
 

We each have those areas where we don’t want to let God’s Word inform and conform our hearts and  
minds. Each of us has blind spots that demand guidance, correction and even rebuke. Proper teaching and 
admonishing, along with true wisdom and council, come from God’s Word. May this Word dwell in us richly  
as we teach and admonish one another with true wisdom and love.  
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In Appreciation 
 

We would like to extend our 
heartfelt gratitude to our church 
family for all the kindness shown 
to us during the Christmas  
season. We appreciated all your 
prayers, cards, cookies, gifts and 
expressions of love. We feel 
blessed to have all of you in our 
lives. May God continue to bless 
our work here. 
 

Pastor Chris and Kim  



Operation Christmas Child News 
 

Our boxes are going to Zambia! 

● Go to https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child-countries/Zambia/ to learn more. 

● Please pray for the children who will receive these gifts - that they will have their hearts 

opened to the saving message of the Gospel and know the love God has for them. 
 

Your contribution is needed for the $10 per box donation to Samaritan’s Purse to cover OCC project costs. 

● The amount needed for 525 boxes = $5,250. We have about $4,000 left to cover project costs. 

  Please donate by one of these two options so we can track our congregations’ total donation: 

  1. Write a check to “Samaritan’s Purse” and leave in office; these will be mailed in all together. 

  2. Go to https://fundraise.samaritanspurse.org/BeautifulSaviorLutheranFargo 

      Click the red “donate” button to make your donation online. 
 

Want to help plan and prepare for OCC 2025?  

The Shoebox G.O. Crew (formerly “OCC Prep Team”) will start meeting in January. All are welcome!  

G.O. stands for “Gospel Opportunities” to highlight the primary purpose of the shoebox gifts. 

• January dates: 2:30-4 p.m. Friday, Jan. 10 and from 6-7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 15  
 

Year-Round Collecting Focus for January - Christmas Clearance! 

● Toys of all kinds, Christmas cards, holiday apparel, socks and any other fun seasonal items. 
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ND District Men’s Winter Retreat  
 

The retreat will be held 
Jan. 10-11, at Shepherd’s 
Hill, St. John. Rev. Bernie 
Worral will be presenting 
Based Morality. It begins 
with a supper at 6 p.m.  
Friday, Jan. 10, and ends at 2 p.m. Saturday,  
Jan. 11. The cost is $100, which includes three 
meals, lodging, speaker and fellowship activities.  
To register contact Corey Isaak at 281-0240 or 
email corey.isaak@gracefargo.org as soon as  
possible to RSVP.  

Andes Tower Hills Family Ski Trip 
 

All families should save Saturday, 
Jan. 18, for some fun on the slopes. 
Make-up date is Feb. 22. We will 
meet at 7:30 a.m. sharp at the 
Beautiful Savior parking lot and  
return by 8:30 p.m. Check-in will be 
at 9:45 a.m. We will need drivers  
to carpool. Deadline to register is 
Jan. 11. See Pastor Chris if you have questions. 

BSLC Apparel for Sale 
 

Purchase your BSLC apparel from Total Imaging 
through the link on the church website, or if you 
don’t have internet, contact the church office to help 
you place your order. Samples are available to look 
at in the church office. Total Imaging will notify you 
when your order is ready for pick up at their store at 
3051 25th St S, Fargo in the strip mall near Family 
Fare on 25th Street and 32nd Ave S. 

Save the Date: Jan. 13 NYG  
Pizza Ranch Fundraiser  
 

Save the date for the National Youth Gathering 
fundraiser night from 5:30 – 8 p.m. on Monday,  
Jan. 13 at Pizza Ranch, 4480 23 Ave S, Fargo. 
Please come and support our youth. Mention  
Beautiful Savior when paying, and part of the  
receipt goes to our youth as well as the tips.  



Clubs and Service Groups 
 

Elders - Our elders greet members and visitors, 

helps the pastor with any needs and see that all  
goes well at worship service. If you have any  
concerns for our church, please talk to head elder  
Adam Tykwinski or any of the other elders.   
 

Quilting and Fellowship - Join us at  

10 a.m.– 1 p.m. on Thursday, Jan. 9 and 23.  
We meet twice a month. The coffee is always on,  
and we have lunch at noon. Come join our group!  
You do not need to know how to sew - we just  
like to have fun . If you have questions, please  
call Donna Ceroll at 232-2464.   
 

Gold Club - It is a time to get together and  

enjoy some potluck food, faith and fellowship. Our 
next get-together will be at noon on Wednesday,  
Jan. 15. Bring something to warm the soul. Invite  
a friend, Gold Club is for anyone!  
 

BSLC Coffee Club - BSLC members,  

men and women of any age, are invited to gather  
at 9 a.m. on Friday mornings at the Fryn’ Pan,  
310 Main Ave., Fargo.  

 

 
Evangelism and Stewardship - There 

will be an evangelism and stewardship committee 
meeting at 6 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 9, in the fellowship 
hall. Anyone is invited to attend.  
 

LWML - Start the new year out by attending our 

meeting at 6 p.m. on Thursday, Jan. 16. All women 
are invited to join. Your participation in LWML is a 
great way to make new friends and serve the Lord! 
 

Munchies for Missions Update - Thank you for  
supporting our Munchies for Missions bake sale.  
We collected more than $1,500 for Grace Lutheran 
School. 
 

LWML Prayer Service - Save the date for the  
prayer service Feb. 22 at Grace Lutheran Church. 
 
LWML Looking for Prayer Partners - The LWML  
is looking for three prayer partners to send cards to  
confirmation students for their birthdays, holidays  
and words of encouragement. If you are interested, 
contact Mary Seiffert or the church office. 
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Memory Verse Challenge 
 

Jan. 5: Joel 2:32 - And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls on the name of the Lord 
shall be saved. For in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be those who escape, as the 
Lord has said, and among the survivors shall be those whom the Lord calls. 
 

Jan.12: Titus 3:4–6 - When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 
he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own  
mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out  
on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
 

Jan. 19: Colossians 2:8–9 - See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit,  
according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world, and not according to Christ.  
For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily. 
 

Jan. 26: Ephesians 5:25b–27 - Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her that he might sanctify 
her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, so that he might present the church to  
himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish. 

Going South for the Winter? 
 

Please let the church office know 
when you plan to leave for the 
winter so that you will still receive 
any correspondence from the 
church. You can also let the 
church know if you would like the 
e-mail version of the newsletter while you are out  
of town.  

2025 Flower Sign-up Chart 
 

The 2025 flower chart is outside the 
office on the bulletin board. The 
cost is $30, and you can take the 
flowers home after the second  
service. Designate the money for 
flowers and place in the offering 
plate. Please return vases to the 
church office when done with them. 
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“For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me 
together in my mother's womb. I praise you, for I am 
fearfully and wonderfully made.” (Psalm 139:13 –14).  
During January many of our Lutheran congregations 
celebrate Life Sunday because we believe in the 
God-declared sanctity of human life from conception 
until natural death. We also pray that our “civil  
government” - established by God for our fallen 
world - would also rule to provide legal protection for 
our not-yet-born brothers and sisters of the human race. 
 

To add your financial support, send checks to Main 
Street Living North, 821 Fifth Ave. S., Fargo, ND 
58103, or donate by credit card or your PayPal  
account on the website. God’s blessing in Christ! 
 

January pastors and sermons are as follows: 
 

Jan. 5:  Rev. Heath Trampe, (formerly from)  
Our Savior Lutheran Chapel, Minot, presents the 
message: “God’s Wisdom” based on Luke 2:40-52.  
Lutheran Hour Ministries: "The Other Wiseman." 
 

Jan. 12:  ND District LCMS President,  Rev. Arie 
Bertsch, Minot, presents the message: “Wanted: 
Dead and Alive” based on Romans 6:1-11.  
Lutheran Hour Ministries: “Homecoming." 
 

Jan. 19:  Rev. Jim Lamb from Lutheran Family  
Service in Fort Dodge, IA and Sioux Falls, SD  
presents a message titled: "The Trinitarian Value  
of Human Life" based on Isaiah 43:1. Visit  
www.mainstreetliving.com for more information.  
Lutheran Hour Ministries: “Live Option." 
 

Jan. 26: Rev. Rick Jones, Dakota Boys and Girls 
Ranch, Minot, presents the message: “In God We 
Trust” based on Nehemiah 8:1-10; I Corinthians 
12:12-31 and Luke 4:16-30. Lutheran Hour  
Ministries: “If God Be For Us." 

Upcoming Bible Studies 
 

9:30 a.m. Sunday morning Bible study:  
“The Messiah: Revealing Jesus in the Old  
Testament” - The Old Testament is God’s  
inerrant, Spirit-given Word that reveals the One  
who is to come. To see Jesus as the promised  
Christ and Messiah requires a deep dive into the  
Old Testament – 39 books full of drama and action, 
history and poetry, promises and praise.  
 

5:45 p.m. Sunday night Family Bible Study:  
“The Chosen - Season 4” - See the Bible come  
to life through The Chosen video series. We will 
watch one episode each week followed by a brief  
discussion. Bring a dish to share, and at 5:45 p.m., 
we will have a potluck meal in the fellowship hall, 
watch the nightly episode at 6 p.m., have a  
discussion at 7 p.m. and end our study by  
7:30 p.m. Bring your family and friends for a  
night of fellowship and faith. 
 

7 p.m. Tuesday night Bible study: “Revealing 
Revelation” - Beginning Jan. 28. How will this end? 
We pose that question with many things in life: 
books, movies, jobs, relationships and struggles.  
It is natural, then, that we would want to know what 
will happen at the end of the age upon Christ’s 
return. The disciple John’s prophetic book does not 
leave Christians in doubt about the outcome of our 
faith. Revelation shows us the full restoration Christ 
brings for God’s people. The book of Revelation is 
the assurance of Christ’s victory over sin, death and 
the power of the devil. It is the culmination of Christ’s 
promise to make all things new. Revelation is a  
letter addressed to Christians experiencing trials 
and difficulties because of their faith. It is written so 
that God’s people can live each moment in joy and 
confidence because we know that Jesus is ruling 
over all things now and forever. How will this end? 
John has good news! “And I heard a loud voice from 
the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is 
now among the people, and he will dwell with them.  
They will be his people, and God himself will be with 
them and be their God. ‘He will wipe every tear from 
their eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning 
or crying or pain, for the old order of things has 
passed away,” (Rev. 21:3-4).  
 

1 p.m. Thursday Women’s Bible study 
“Experiencing the Love of God” - Beginning  
at 1 p.m. Jan. 9 (our new winter time) we will look  
at key passages in Scripture that talk about the  
divine love that God has for us. We will see how the 
bible is really a love story, for God—our Hero—was 
so determined to be with us that He went to incredi-
ble lengths to save us. One day, He will return for 
us and take us to the home He has prepared! God’s 
love is truly unparalleled, and all He asks is that we 
receive it! 

“Main Street Living North”  
TV Program News 

Special music during Christmas Eve service. 
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2024 Poinsettia Dedications 
 

Poinsettia Placed by:    In Loving Memory of: 
Denise, Gene, Lucas    JP Wiest, Father & Grandfather and  
   & Lexi Doeling   Hannelore Doeling, Mother & Grandmother 
Joan Fiechtner    Gerald Fiechtner, Husband 
Marlys Gregory   Family 
Glen & Jodi Haekenkamp  Glen’s Parents 
Lloyd Jemtrud    Donna, Wife 
Chris & LaVon Johnson  Our Grandparents 
Randy, Amanda, Ava, Brayden  Gary Halverson, Amanda’s Dad 
   & Ella Johnson    
Rita Kaeding    Eric Kaeding, Son 
Al & Jane Kunkel   Family Members 
Carol LeMier    Harlan & Irene LeMier 
Brian, Rochelle, Davis, Benett  Larry Rieck, Brian’s Dad & Don, Rochelle’s Dad 
   & Ellie Rieck      
Dave & Kim Scheer   David Jr. 
Mike & Mardi Schlichtmann  Raymond Schlichtmann, & Eugene Paulsrud, Our Dads 
Claudia Schroeder   Don, Father, Grandpa & Husband 
Mary Seiffert    Parents & Brothers 
Gary & Maggie Stende  Our Parents 
Abby Bowman & Leah Tykwinski Grandpa Glenn Hubrig 
Jim & Vickie Willprecht  George & Shirley Kram and Lloyd & Bonnie Willprecht, Parents 
Becky Wilson, Clay, Jay & Cade  Addison Fell 
 
Poinsettia Placed by:  In Honor of: 
Glen & Jodi Haekenkamp  Jodi’s Parents 
Joe & Lori Pytlik   Janice Thalmann & Marleen Pytlik 
Arla Strege    My Family 
 

(You may take your poinsettias home any time. There are bags to wrap them up in the narthex.)  

Gingerbread Bash Sunday, Dec. 1, left: gingerbread house building, right Christmas tree decorating. 



Sunday School News 
 

Sunday school classes will resume 
at 9:30 a.m. on Jan. 5 
 

The PreK through fourth-graders  
will be singing at both worship  
services on Sunday, Jan. 26. 

Please have your student at the church by 8 a.m. for 
a short practice. They are welcome to sing at both 
services. 
 

Sunday School Volunteers Needed 
 

Sunday School volunteers are always needed. If you 
only have a few Sundays that work for you, that's ok. 
We’ll work around your schedule. Let Stacy Knudson 
or Pastor Chris know if you are willing to help out. 

January Youth Events 
 

Destination Unknown: Where will the youth go this week? Join us each week for a  
surprise destination, devotions, games, snacks, faith and fun! For more information, talk  
to Pastor Chris.  
 

  Wednesday, Jan. 8: 7:30-9 p.m. - 6-12 LYF  
  Wednesday, Jan. 15: 7:30-9 p.m. - 6-12 LYF 
  Wednesday, Jan. 22: 7:30-9 p.m. - 6-12 LYF    

  Wednesday, Jan. 29: 7:30-9 p.m. - 6-12 LYF   
 

Family Ski Day - Saturday, Jan. 18: All families should save the date of Saturday, Jan. 18, for some time 
on the slopes. We will meet at 7:30 a.m. sharp at the Beautiful Savior parking lot and return around 8:30 p.m. 
Check-in will be at 9:45 a.m. We will attempt to carpool but will need drivers as well. Deadline is Jan. 11. 
Registration and information sheets are available in the narthex, on the church website or see Pastor Chris 
for more information. 
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GLS News 
 

Happy New Year from Grace 
Lutheran School! We are so 
grateful for all of the churches in our Association 
and everything you do for us. 
 

Thank you to all who attended the Christmas  
musical, “Miracle on Main Street,” on Dec. 19. We 
hope that you were blessed by the message of 
Christ’s birth as told (and sung) by our students. 
 

As we enter the new year, we look forward to a  
new enrollment season. If you are thinking about 
GLS for your children, please connect with us so  
we can share with you the benefits of a Christian 
and Lutheran education. We will have several  
open houses this winter and spring, dates to be  
announced in January. As always, finances should 
never be a barrier for an education at Grace. Our 
scholarship ministry is a profound opportunity to 
share Christ with our entire community. 

Sunday School Program, Sunday, Dec. 22 
Above left and right: Christmas Jubilee,  

grades fourth-sixth 
Below left: Jesus - God’s Greatest Gift,  

grades PreK-third 



Contact Us: 

PHONE : (701) 293-1047 

EMAIL:  office@bslcfargo.org 
WEB:  www.beautifulsaviorfargo.com 
FACEBOOK:  www.facebook.com/BeautifulSaviorLutheranFargo 

Office Hours: 

9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. Monday-Thursday 
 

Pastor Chris is available by appointment. 
 

Worship Schedule:  
Sunday at 8:15 & 10:45 a.m.  
Sunday School & Adult Bible Study 9:30 a.m. Sunday 
 

Holy Communion is celebrated on the first, third and fifth  
Sundays of each month. Pastor Chris is available by  
appointment Monday - Friday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  
 

Worship Services  available  at: 
www.beautifulsaviorfargo.com 
www.youtube.com 
www.facebook.com/BeautifulSaviorLutheranFargo 
Sermon podcasts on our website & iTunes app 

Non-Profit 

Organization 

U.S. Postage Paid 
Fargo, ND 

58102 

Permit No. 1068 
Ghost No. 80108 

Council Members    

Chairman:     Mike Schlichtmann    
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Secretary: Deb Schimek         

Properties: Scott Persoon     

Education: Stacy Knudson          

Stewardship: Claudia Schroeder   

Evangelism: Nancy Tykwinski        
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A-Bo  Brian Rieck             

Br-D   Caley Perleberg     
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LWML President:       Mary Seiffert  
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