
Waiting for Change that will Never Change 
 

By Pastor Chris 
 

In recent years, Major League Baseball has made significant changes.  
Seeking to appeal to modern tastes by shortening the game and creating 
more action and drama, America’s Pastime has added larger bases; a pitch 
clock; and an automatic runner on second base (without at an-bat) in extra 
innings. Another idea called “the golden at-bat,” emerged a few months ago 
but has not been adopted yet. This would allow teams to use their best hitter 
at any time during a game, regardless of their batting order. And while I admit 
many of the updates add intrigue to the game, I miss the game of days past. 
 

Such is life. The only constant in life is change. Our tastes can change, our 
allegiances can change, our earthly circumstances change. The Psalmist  
puts it this way: “As for man, his days are like grass; he flourishes like a flower 
of the field; for the wind passes over it, and it is gone, and its place knows it 
no more. But the steadfast love of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting 
on those who fear him,” (Psalm 103:15-17a). 
 

David acknowledges our transitory life, but he also proclaims that God does 
not change. God’s justice does not change. In the book of Malachi, God  
chastises the priests for thinking they could change the rules, offering injured, 
blind and unsuitable animals for sacrifice. God condemns this line of thinking, 
noting that sin and iniquity will be punished. But something else remains  
constant. God’s steadfast love for his people never changes. His mercy and 
covenant faithfulness remain despite His people’s fickle faithfulness. 
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Installation and Dinner for  
Pastor Bodin Sunday Feb. 2 
 

Pastor Daniel Bodin will be installed as associate 
pastor during a 4 p.m. service Sunday, Feb. 2, at 
Beautiful Savior. Come to celebrate him and show 
your support for our new church worker! Following 
the service, there will be an opportunity to celebrate 
with the Bodin family during a dinner and fellowship 
time. Feel free to bring a card to congratulate  
Pastor Bodin. 



“Clothed in Christ’s Righteousness” -  
2025 North Dakota District LCMS Convention 
Elects New President 
 

Rev. Mark Chepulis, Our Savior, Cavalier, Redeemer, Langdon and St. Paul,  
St. Thomas, was installed as the new North Dakota district president by LCMS 
President Rev. Dr. Matthew Harrison on Tuesday, Jan. 21.  
 

Rev. Dr. Harrison travelled to North Dakota, Jan. 20 and remained at the  
2025 convention until Jan. 21.  He spent his time getting to know the pastors and laypeople of the district and 
spoke to attendees using the Book of Concord.    

Waiting for Change that will Never Change 
                        (Continued from Page 1.) 
 

So how can God’s unchanging justice and mercy continue co-exist without compromise? God comes in the 
flesh in the person of Jesus Christ. That’s why Jesus is essential for salvation. Our Lord practices  
righteousness and justice. He comes not to lessen the law or abolish it, but to fulfill it. And then as a perfect 
sacrifice in our stead, He takes all our sin and its condemnation and punishment upon Himself on the cross. 
In Him, justice and mercy meet.  
 

Our just God is gracious and merciful, but He is those things in Christ! In Malachi, 
the Lord promises He Himself will come to refine and purify His people. He will 
purge their sins from them and give them new hearts. They will be acceptable to 
God because of what He has done in Christ. God will bring judgement, but He will 
show mercy through His son. Malachi captures this tension in all its fullness: 
 

“He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi and 
refine them like gold and silver, and they will bring offerings in righteousness to 
the Lord. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as 
in the days of old and as in former years.” 
 

 “Then I will draw near to you for judgment. I will be a swift witness against the 
sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against those 
who oppress the hired worker in his wages, the widow and the fatherless, against 
those who thrust aside the sojourner, and do not fear me, says the Lord of hosts.” 
 

“For I the Lord do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not  
consumed,” (Malachi 3:3-6). 
 

God’s justice has not changed. God’s mercy and steadfast love have not changed. They shine gloriously 
through our Lord Jesus, who has risen, never to die again. We await that day when our flighty and fickle flesh 
will be changed to be like Christ in the renewed heaven and earth, never to change again. 
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Left: North Dakota District President Rev. Arie Bertsch at the Opening Divine Service; Center: LCMS President Rev. Dr. Matthew Harrison installing 
Rev. Mark Chepulis as district president; Right: Rev. Dr. Matthew Harrison (Photo Taken By: Dana Otto) 
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BSLC Treasurer's Report 
General Operating Fund 

Oper. Fund    Dec. YTD 

 Contributions       43,338         436,087 

 Expense       28,407 321,804    

 Surplus/ 

(Shortfall) 
   14,931     114,283  

Family Ski Trip Rescheduled  
 

The family Ski trip has been  
rescheduled for Saturday, Feb. 22. 
We will meet at 8 a.m. at the  
Beautiful Savior parking lot and 
return by 8:30 p.m. Check-in will be 
at 10 a.m. We will need drivers to 
carpool. Deadline to register is 
Feb. 15. Registration and  
information sheets are available in the  
narthex or on the church website. 

BSLC Apparel for Sale 
 

You can still purchase your BSLC apparel from  
Total Imaging until March 1. You may purchase 
items through the link on the church website, or if 
you don’t have internet, contact the church office to 
help you place your order. Samples are available to 
look at in the church office. Total Imaging will notify 
you when your order is ready for pick up at their 
store at 3051 25th St S, Fargo in the strip mall near 
Family Fare on 25th Street and 32nd Ave S. 

Thank You ... 
 

• To those who came out and supported the NYG 
fundraiser at the Pizza Ranch. They raised 
$367.93! 

• To those who donated socks, hats, mittens, etc. 
during the months of December and January. 
These much needed items have been donated 
to Open Doors 65 and local schools. 

NYG Youth to Sell Butter Braids  
 

Youth who will be attending the  
national youth gathering in New  
Orleans in July will be selling butter 
braids to raise money for their trip.  
Contact any of the youth; or they will be selling them 
in church each Sunday beginning Feb. 2. 

NYG Chili Cook-off and Silent Auction  
 

Plan to attend the NYG chili 
cook-off, smoked meat  
competition and silent auction 
from 5-7 p.m. Sunday, March 16.  
Purchase an endless chili bowl  
for a freewill donation. Sample  
and vote on Beautiful Savior’s  
finest recipes. A trophy will be awarded for the best  
chili recipe. Many wonderful silent auction items will  
be available. We invite the entire congregation to  
attend and contribute to this event. All proceeds  
will go to the youth attending the national youth  
gathering in New Orleans in July. 

Thrivent Choice Dollars 
 

Did you know that the Thrivent  
Choice program allows eligible  
Thrivent members to recommend  
making charitable contributions to Beautiful Savior? 
Several members have supported the church’s  
mission by directing a portion of their Thrivent 
Choice dollars to BSLC.  
  

If you haven’t participated in Thrivent Choice  
but would like to learn more, you can visit 
Thrivent.com/Thriventchoice or contact your 
Thrivent representative. You must renew your  
designation every year. The deadline is March 31. 

Silent Auction Items Needed 
 

Please consider donating an item for the NYG chili 
cook-off silent auction. Gift certificates and baskets 

of any value are welcome. See Kim Ternes or the 
office if you would like to donate an item.  



Funerals 
 

Donald (Don) McCabe, 83, 
Fargo, passed away on Jan. 2 
at his son’s home with family 
under Banner Hospice care in 
Greeley, CO. Don was born 
May 12, 1941, in Furnas,  
Nebraska, to Harriet (Colling) 
and Selma Earl “Mac” McCabe. 
 

He served in the National Guard before moving  
to Fargo in 1968. Once in Fargo, he worked for  
Hoerner Waldorf Fabrication. In the spring of 1970, 
he met the love of his life and future wife, Diane  
Sue “Suz” Kuska. They were united in marriage on 
April 30, 1971, in Adrian. They settled on a dairy 
farm south of Dickey. In 1986 they sold the cows, 
and Don began work as a machinist at Haybuster in 
Jamestown. In 1992, they relocated to Fargo, and 
Don started working at Concord/Case, where he 
worked until retirement in 1998. He was a member 
of Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church. 
 

He loved spending time with his family, camping, 
going to the casino, playing cards, bowling, golfing, 
and fishing. He took great pride in caring for his 
lawn and landscaping. He enjoyed rooting for the 
Minnesota Twins and Vikings and the NDSU Bison.  
 

Don had a wonderful sense of humor. Those that 
knew him best most likely have a favorite “Don-ism” 
that he was noted as saying. 
 

He is survived by his wife, Diane; daughter, Tiffany 
(Adam) Gaber, Fargo; son, Shawn (Stephanie) 
Greeley, CO; two sisters, Nancy Stoltenberg and 
Karen (Robert) Schmidt; one brother, Lowell; two 
sisters-in-law, Donna Larson and Denice Porter; 
one brother-in-law, Lynn Kuska; six grandchildren 
Kaitlyn (Tanner) Gaber, Kelli Gaber, Alyssa Gaber, 
Allison Gaber, Cameron McCabe and Cristian 
McCabe; and many nieces and nephews. 
 
 

Memorials 
 

Don McCabe 
Loretta Swanson 
 
 

Baptisms 
 

Jan. 11: Tyler Lee Swenson, adult  
Jan. 11: Samuel Lee Swenson, son of  
Tyler Swenson and Molly Gilje, born April 6, 
2024. His sponsors are Ian Crandall, Samantha  
Marie, Skyler Swenson and Jamie Gilje.  

Clubs and Service Groups 
 

Elders - Our elders greet members and visitors, 

helps the pastor with any needs and see that all  
goes well at worship service. If you have any  
concerns for our church, please talk to head elder  
Adam Tykwinski or any of the other elders.   
 

Quilting and Fellowship - Join us at  

10 a.m.–1 p.m. on Thursday, Feb. 6 and 20.  
We meet twice a month. The coffee is always on,  
and we have lunch at noon. Come join our group!  
You do not need to know how to sew; we just  
like to have fun . If you have questions, please  
call Donna Ceroll at 232-2464.   
 

Gold Club - It is a time to get together and  

enjoy some potluck food, faith and fellowship. Our 
next get-together will be at noon on Wednesday,  
Feb. 12, and we will celebrate Valentine’s Day.  
Bring a dish that starts with an L, O, V or E  
to share. Invite a friend, Gold Club is for anyone!  
 

BSLC Coffee Club - BSLC members,  

men and women of any age, are invited to gather  
at 9 a.m. on Friday mornings at the Fryn’ Pan,  
310 Main Ave., Fargo.  
 

Evangelism and Stewardship - There 

will be an evangelism and stewardship committee 
meeting at 6 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 20, in the  
fellowship hall. Anyone is invited to attend.  
 

LWML - will meet at 6 p.m. on Thursday,  

Feb. 20. All women are invited to join. Your  
participation in LWML is a great way to make  
new friends and serve the Lord! 
 

LWML Prayer Service - Save the date for the 
LWML Prayer Service, “Blessed are they…” 
(Matthew 5:1-12) beginning 
at 10 a.m. on Saturday, 
Feb. 22, at Grace Lutheran 
Church, Fargo. Registration 
begins at 9 a.m.  
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2025 Flower Sign-up Chart 
 

The 2025 flower chart is outside the  
office on the bulletin board. The cost is 
$30, and you can take the flowers home 
after the second service. Designate the 
money for flowers and place in the offering plate. 
Return vases to the office when done with them. 



“Main Street Living North”  
TV Program News 
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Tuesday, Feb. 13, will be a special  
opportunity to show your support for 
your Main Street Living North media ministry.  
This is Giving Hearts Day 2025, and this will be  
our ministry’s second year of being involved. You 
can add your support by going to https://
app.givingheartsday.org/ at any time either before 
Feb. 13 or on that day. Support may also  
be mailed in advance to: Main Street Living North, 
821 5th Ave S, Fargo, ND 58103. Date the check 
Feb. 13, write Giving Hearts Day in the memo line 
and postmark by that date. 
 

To add your financial support, send checks to Main 
Street Living North, 821 Fifth Ave. S., Fargo, ND 
58103, or donate by credit card or your PayPal  
account on the website. God’s blessing in Christ! 
 

February pastors and sermons are as follows: 
 

Feb. 2: ND District President, Rev. Arie Bertsch, 
Minot, presents the message: “Depart in Peace,” 
based on Luke 2:22-32. This Is The Life: “The 
Measure Of A Man.” 
 

Feb. 9: Rev. Christopher Neuendorf, Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church, Bottineau, St. Paul Lutheran 
Church, Rugby and Immanuel Lutheran Church, 
Willow City, presents the message: “Jesus Makes 
Us Fishers of Men,” based on Luke 5:1-11. This Is 
The Life: “Shepherd of Main Street.” 
 

Feb. 16: ND District President Rev. Arie Bertsch, 
Minot, presents the message: “Bodies Will Rise,” 
based I Corinthians 15:12-20. This Is The Life:  
“The True Abundance.”   
 

Feb. 23: Rev. Kent Borglum, St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, Montevideo, MN, presents the message: 
“Undeserved Love,” based on Luke 6:27-38. This Is 
The Life: “Richest Man in the World.” 

Upcoming Bible Studies 
 

9:30 a.m. Sunday morning Bible study:  
“The Messiah: Revealing Jesus in the Old  
Testament” - The Old Testament is God’s  
inerrant, Spirit-given Word that reveals the One  
who is to come. To see Jesus as the promised  
Christ and Messiah requires a deep dive into the  
Old Testament – 39 books full of drama and action, 
history and poetry, promises and praise.  
 
 

7 p.m. Tuesday night Bible study: “Revealing 
Revelation” - How will this end? We pose that 
question with many things in life: books, movies, 
jobs, relationships and struggles. It is natural, then, 
that we would want to know what will happen at the 
end of the age upon Christ’s return. The disciple 
John’s prophetic book does not leave Christians in 
doubt about the outcome of our faith. Revelation 
shows us the full restoration Christ brings for God’s 
people. The book of Revelation is the assurance of 
Christ’s victory over sin, death and the power of the 
devil. It is the culmination of Christ’s promise to 
make all things new. Revelation is a letter  
addressed to Christians experiencing trials and  
difficulties because of their faith. It is written so  
that God’s people can live each moment in joy and 
confidence because we know that Jesus is ruling 
over all things now and forever.  
 

1 p.m. Thursday Women’s Bible study 
“Experiencing the Love of God” - We will look  
at key passages in Scripture that talk about the  
divine love that God has for us. We will see how  
the bible is really a love story, for God—our Hero 
was so determined to be with us that He went to 
incredible lengths to save us. One day, He will  
return for us and take us to the home He has  
prepared! God’s love is truly unparalleled, and all 
He asks is that we receive it! 

Memory Verse Challenge 
 

Feb. 2: 1 John 1:7 -  But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with 
one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.  
 

Feb. 9: 1 Chronicles 16:25–26 -  For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised, and he is to 
be feared above all gods. For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols, but the Lord 
made the heavens.  
 

Feb. 16: Numbers 23:19 -  God is not man, that he should lie, or a son of man, that he should  
change his mind. Has he said, and will he not do it? Or has he spoken, and will he not fulfill it?  
 

Feb. 23: Deuteronomy 31:6 -  Be strong and courageous. Do not fear or be in dread of them,  
for it is the Lord your God who goes with you. He will not leave you or forsake you.  



Operation Christmas Child News 
 

Your contribution is needed for the $10 per box donation to Samaritan’s Purse to  

cover OCC project costs. 

• The amount needed for 525 boxes = $5,250. We have about $2,000 left to cover project   

costs. 

• Please donate by one of these two options so we can track our congregations’ total  

donation: 

  1. Write a check to “Samaritan’s Purse” and leave in office; these will be mailed in all together. 

  2. Go to https://fundraise.samaritanspurse.org/BeautifulSaviorLutheranFargo 

      Click the red “donate” button to make your donation online. 
 

Want to help plan and prepare for OCC 2025?  

The Shoebox G.O. Crew will meet from 6-7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 12, and from 3-4:30 p.m. Monday,  

Feb. 17. All are welcome!  
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Lutherans for Life 2025 North Dakota Essay Contest 

 

Sponsored by the Council of Federation Presidents 

For students in Grades six through twelve - (Any Lutheran student or student in a Lutheran school) 
 

Contest Guidelines: Students will write a life-affirming essay based on the 2025 Conference theme 
“Fearfully and Wonderfully Made” with the Bible verse: “For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me  
together in my mother’s womb. I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your 
works; my soul knows it very well,” (Psalm 139:13-14). Contest guidelines are available in the narthex. 
 

Essays should include student’s name, grade (identify school or church) and email address. All entries  
submitted by a teacher or pastor should include their name and email address. This information should be 
submitted on the rubric page used in grading the essay.  
 

Grades six through eight should submit essays up to 400 words and grades nine through twelve should  
submit essays up to 750 words. 
 

Essay entries should be submitted digitally using Microsoft Word or Google Docs to thenorbys@msn.com  
by March 15.  
 

All entries become the property of Lutherans For Life. Questions, examples of topics, resources on the  
sanctity of life and guidelines can be found on the website lutheransforlife.org.  

BSLC Men Attend 35th Annual 
Men’s Winter Retreat 
 
The 35th annual men's retreat was held 
Jan. 10-11 at Shepherd’s Hill at the  
Crossroads and it was a great success!  
 

33 participants came from all over the  
state for a weekend of Bible studies,  
hymn-singing, fellowship and good food. 
Rev. Bernie Worral was the guest speaker 
and presented on "Based Morality." Thank 
you to everyone who came and to  
Rev. Worral for presenting! 

Four men from Beautiful Savior attended the men’s winter retreat at Shepherd’s Hill 
at the Crossroads Jan. 10-11. 



Sunday School News 
 
 

The PreK through fourth-graders will be singing at both worship services on Sunday,  
Feb. 23. Please have your student at the church by 8 a.m. for a short practice. They are 
welcome to sing at both services. 
 

     February Youth Events 
 

        Destination Unknown: Where will the youth go this week? Join us each  
        week for  a surprise destination, devotions, games, snacks, faith and fun!  
 

   Wednesday, Feb. 5: 7:30-9 p.m. - 6-12 LYF  
 Wednesday, Feb. 12: 7:30-9 p.m. - 6-12 LYF 
 Wednesday, Feb. 19: 7:30-9 p.m. - 6-12 LYF    

 Wednesday, Feb. 26: 7:30-9 p.m. - 6-12 LYF   
 

        Family Ski Day - Saturday, Feb. 22: The family ski trip has been rescheduled for Saturday, Feb. 22.    
        We will meet at 7:30 a.m. sharp at the Beautiful Savior parking lot and return around 8:30 p.m.  
        Check-in will be at 9:45 a.m. We will attempt to carpool but will need drivers as well. Deadline is  
        Feb. 15. Registration and information sheets are available in the narthex or on the church website. 
 

        Save the Date for the LYF Retreat in Carrington - Friday, Feb. 28 - Saturday, March 1: All students  
        in eighth through twelfth grade are invited to the Chieftain in Carrington. More information to come. 
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GLS News 
 

Grace Lutheran School and Red River Lutheran School Association 
Annual Report 2024 
 

Grace and peace to you from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, 
 

As we have welcomed in the 2025 calendar year, we are settled into our renovated building enjoying great 
natural light, upgraded artificial lighting and fresh paint. There are odds and ends yet to be completed, but we 
are fully functional. By the beginning of February, 102 students will be daily learning that Jesus Christ is their 
Lord and Savior. Students, families and faculty daily practice Christ-driven character as they live each day in 
the larger Fargo-Moorhead-West Fargo community. 
 

Below are highlights of life in the Grace Lutheran School family and upcoming opportunities for you to join us. 
 

2024 highlights 
- great students and a positive atmosphere 
- dedicated staff and school board 
- basic completion of phase 1 of the remodel/reconstruction of the building 
- thanks and praise to Immanuel and St. Andrew for temporary housing 
- support of Growing Together in Grace stands at 85% complete 
- quarterly workdays with good volunteer help 
- another successful Celebration of Grace 
- financial stability continues 
 

Thank you for continuing to be a part of this ministry.  
God is at work through you to educate children and  
support families. 
 

In Christ, 
Mrs. Susan Jahnke 
Principal 
Grace Lutheran School 



Contact Us: 

PHONE : (701) 293-1047 

EMAIL:  office@bslcfargo.org 
WEB:  www.beautifulsaviorfargo.com 
FACEBOOK:  www.facebook.com/BeautifulSaviorLutheranFargo 

Office Hours: 

9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. Monday-Thursday 
 

Pastor Chris is available by appointment. 
 

Worship Schedule:  
Sunday at 8:15 & 10:45 a.m.  
Sunday School & Adult Bible Study 9:30 a.m. Sunday 
 

Holy Communion is celebrated on the first, third and fifth  
Sundays of each month. Pastor Chris is available by  
appointment Monday - Friday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  
 

Worship Services  available  at: 
www.beautifulsaviorfargo.com 
www.youtube.com 
www.facebook.com/BeautifulSaviorLutheranFargo 
Sermon podcasts on our website & iTunes app 
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