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Upcoming December Events

Decorate the Church
9 a.m. - noon Saturday, Nov. 29
Come for awhile; stay until it is done.

Gingerbread Bash
2 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 7
BSLC Family Fellowship

Munchies for Missions

Drop off 9 a.m. - noon Saturday, Dec. 6

Purchase Sunday, Dec. 7,
between services.

LWML Christmas Party
3 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 7
5309 University Dr. S Unit A
Bring a wrapped white elephant gift
and a dish to share.

Advent Midweek Supper
6 p.m. on Wednesday,
Dec. 3 - Elders set up and clean up

Dec. 10 - GLS Families set up and clean up
Dec. 17 - Council set up and clean up

Bring soups, sandwiches, sides
or desserts to share.

Midweek Advent Services
7 p.m. on Wednesdays
Dec. 3: “Look Up! The Star of Peace
Draws Near” — Matthew 2:1-2, 9-10
Dec. 10: “Peace to All, Near and Far”
— Ephesians 2:12-18
Dec. 17: “Our Peace Rests on Him
Alone” — Isaiah 9:6

Christmas Eve Worship

3:30 and 5 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 24
Candlelight Service

Voters Meeting
9:30 a.m. Sunday, Dec. 7

Men’s Bible Breakfast
8-9:30 a.m. on Saturday, Dec. 6
in the fellowship hall.

Giving Tree

Bring new socks, hats, mittens, T-shirts,

or underwear for adults or children
for local schools or Churches United.
Take a tag for Women’s Care Center.
Return unwrapped items
under the tree with tag attached.

Gold Club Potluck

Noon Wednesday, Dec. 17
Bring an item for the giving tree.

LYF Christmas Party

8 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 17
Bring a wrapped white elephant gift.

Sunday School

Christmas Programs
8:15 a.m. Sunday, Dec. 14
pre-K - third grade
10:45 a.m. Sunday, Dec. 14
fourth - sixth grade
Dress rehearsal Saturday, Dec. 13.

Sunday School in December
Dec. 7 and 13 - program practice
Dec. 21 and 28 - no classes
Jan. 4 - regular classes resume

Ciwristmas Day Worship

10 a.m. Thursday, Dec. 25
Lord’s Supper celebrated




Don’t Judge Your Greatest Christmas Gifts by the Wrapping
(By Pastor Chris)

A box from Amazon arrived on my porch recently that took me by surprise. | had ordered a small item, but the
package sitting at the door suggested something else had come. Turns out Amazon got the order right.

A small item lay in the bottom of its temporary shelter surrounded by a comical heap of packing materials.
Oddly enough, disappointment set in. Before | opened the box, | thought that someone had sent an
unexpected, early gift. You never know what might show up during the Christmas season.

During Christmas, we take great joy in celebrating God’s gift of a child wrapped in swaddling clothes and
laying in a manger. But His arrival marks more than just a quaint story. On the surface, this baby born into
lowly circumstances appears just like any other human child. Yet the baby’s whimpers and soft sighs, His frail
fingers and tiny toes, all belong to Immanuel, God with Us, the One who came to destroy the works of the devil.

Jesus does not come to confirm you in your sin, to feed your self-righteousness, to al

bow to your whims or to make all your unrighteous wishes come true. He comes %“e 3J7

from the Father to make God and His salvation fully known. Q)ﬂ
&

About 30 years after Christ’s birth, an unclean spirit will cry out: “What have you to )\
do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? | know who you
are—the Holy One of God,” (Mark 1:24). After a miraculous catch of fish, one of
Christ’'s own disciples will fall at Jesus' knees, saying, “Depart from me, for | am a f
sinful man, O Lord,” (Luke 5:8). When a widow’s son dies, Jesus brings the young

man back to life. Those gathered proclaim “God has visited his people!” And this

report about (Jesus) spread through the whole of Judea and all the surrounding

country,” (Luke 7:16b-17).
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His teaching exudes authority far above any earthly rabbi. His wisdom leads those

determined to trap Him not to ask any more questions because Jesus publicly demonstrates they know
neither the Scriptures nor the power of God.

Jesus reveals God’s power will be found on a cross, of all places. There, Christ draws all people to Himself,
spilling His holy blood to atone for the sins of the world. He rises in victory. He ascends in glory. He reigns in
majesty and pours out all God’s benefits through His gifts or Word and Sacrament.

To our sinful hearts and minds, these gifts appear of little significance in comparison to the season’s other
sights, sounds and satisfactions. A lack of appreciation of God’s gifts shows that we forget or take for granted
the Scriptures and the power of God. But through Word and Sacrament, we receive Jesus Himself. So
celebrate Advent and Christmas accordingly.

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name
shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his
government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it
and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord

of hosts will do this,” (Isaiah 9:6-7). :

Midweek Advent Series Celebrates When Peace Came to Earth

Peace is a common pursuit. Despite knowing God’s promise that He will be our peace, we try to find peace
on our own. We imagine that peace comes when we finally have enough earthly possessions. We look for
peace in undisturbed solitude like a cabin beside a still lake. We seek peace by escaping memories of the
past. We believe peace could come through a future man-made utopia. But as we seek peace in these many
ways, God grants a peace that both surpasses our understanding and meets our needs. That peace comes
always and only through Christ Jesus. God’s peace doesn’t send us on an impossible search. God’s peace is
not a needle buried in a haystack. God’s peace is a treasure laid in the straw of the manger. God’s peace is
the priceless Son of God, born in the stable and laid in plain view for us all. As the
Prince of Peace, Jesus brings true peace for us and to us.

2025 Wednesday Advent Service Schedule:
Dec. 3: “Look Up! The Star of Peace Draws Near” — Matthew 2:1-2, 9-10
Dec. 10: “Peace to All, Near and Far” — Ephesians 2:12-18
Dec. 17: “Our Peace Rests on Him Alone” — Isaiah 9:6
Dec. 24: “The Diamond Found in the Manger” — Luke 2:8-20

"\v : ‘
Page 2 N




Men’s Bible Breakfast Dec. 6

The Men’s Bible Breakfast will ME“.S Bio\° T
meet from 8-9:30 a.m. on
Saturday, Dec. 6, in the fellowship
hall. Breakfast will be served for a
free-will offering to help defray the ‘ - '.
costs of future breakfasts. We will
be using the book “Thirty Virtues that Build a Man”
by Vince Miller. Itis not necessary to purchase the
book. We meet quarterly.

“Gingerbread Bash”
for BSLC Families

Grgiresy
Our “Gingerbread Bash,” for =

BSLC families will be from 2-4 p.m. Sunday,

Dec. 7, in the fellowship hall. A parent must attend
with the child. In addition to building and decorating
your own gingerbread nativity, you'll get to play
games, sing songs, hear the Christmas story from
the Bible and discover the good news of Jesus. It's
a sweet way for your family to celebrate the birth of
our Savior! We can’t wait to “bash” with you!

Help Decorate the Church Nov. 29

Help decorate the church for the
Christmas season from 9 a.m. to noon
on Saturday, Nov. 29. Come for
awhile, or stay until it is done.

LWML Giving Tree

In service to our neighbors, check
out our Giving Tree in the narthex.
Donations of new socks, hats,
mittens, T-shirts and underwear for
children or adults can be placed
directly on the tree. These items will
be donated to Open Door 65.
Consider taking a tag from the tree for the Women’s
Care Center. Place these unwrapped items under
the tree with the tag attached. Please return all

items by Sunday, Dec. 14. Thanks for filling our tree.

Going South for the Winter?

Please let the church office know when you plan to
leave for the winter so that you can still receive your
correspondence from the church.

LWML Munchies 23 gﬂn‘:};@‘m %
. ] el oF Mil66icNs 3
for Missions Bake Sale Ty SALE

The LWML Munchies for Missions =76
bake sale will be on Sunday,
Dec. 7, after both worship services. BSLC members
are asked to bake and fill containers of Christmas
goodies to sell. Bring your containers to the church
between 9 a.m. and noon Saturday, Dec. 6. Shop on
Sunday, and take home a variety of tasty goodies for
the holidays. Items will be available for a free-will
donation. Thanks for participating in this LWML
fundraiser for Churches United!

Advent Midweek Suppers

Join us at 6 p.m. Wednesday,
Dec. 3, 10 and 17 before worship
service for our soup and sandwich
potluck suppers. Bring a dish, side or dessert to share
as you are able with your Beautiful Savior family.
Advent Serving Groups
Dec. 3: Elders ~ Dec. 10: GLS Families
Dec. 17: Council

SUPPER

Voters Meeting

There will be a voters’ meeting at 9:30 a.m. on
Sunday, Dec. 7, between services. Discussion will
be held on the 2026 budget and other reports.

Poinsettias for Christmas

Help decorate the sanctuary for
Christmas by bringing your own
poinsettia plant with your name on
them. You can let the office know by
Dec. 18 if the plant is in memory or honor of a loved
one, and we will put it on our Christmas

listing. Please bring your plant to church between
Dec. 21 and 23. You may take your plant home
after the 10 a.m. Christmas Day service on Thursday,
Dec. 25. Thank you for helping decorate the
sanctuary this Christmas season. (Remember to
cover your plants when transporting in the cold.)

2026 Flower Sign-up Chart

The 2026 flower chart is outside the office on the
bulletin board. The cost is $30, and you can take
them home after second service. Please designate
the money for flowers and place in the offering plate
or leave in the church office. Please return

vases to the church office when done with them.




Clubs and Service Groups

Elders - Our elders greet members and visitors,
helps the pastor with any needs and see that all
goes well at worship service. If you have any
concerns for our church, please talk to head elder
Adam Tykwinski or any of the other elders.

Quilting and Fellowship - We will meet
this month from 10:30 a.m. - 2 p.m. on Thursday,
Dec. 11. You do not need to know how to quilt.
Come for awhile, or stay the whole time. Call
Donna Ceroll at 701-232-2464 with questions.

In November, the quilters donated to the
Celebration of Grace auction and sent 12 quilts to
the Sanford Hospice House.

Gold Club - Gather together and enjoy some
potluck food, faith and fellowship. Our next lunch
will be at noon on Wednesday, Dec. 17. Bring a
green or red dish to share and an item for the
giving tree. We will have a Christmas activity,

but a white elephant gift is not needed. Gold Club
is for anyone!

BSLC Coffee Club - BSLC members,

men and women of any age, are invited to gather
at 9 a.m. on Friday mornings at the Fryn’ Pan,
310 Main Ave., Fargo.

Evangelism and Stewardship - There

will be an evangelism and stewardship committee
meeting at 5 p.m. Monday, Jan. 5, in the fellowship
hall. Anyone is invited to attend.

LWML - We will not meet in December but
beginning in January, we will meet at noon on
Sunday, Jan. 18, Feb. 15 and Mar. 15. All women
are invited to join. Your participation in LWML is a
great way to make new friends and serve the Lord.

LWML Christmas Potluck Party: 3 p.m. Sunday,
Dec. 7. It will be held in the community room at
5309 University Dr. S Unit A. Bring a wrapped
white elephant gift— the more outrageous, the
more fun! Bring a dish to share as well.

Operation Christmas Child Packing Party a Success

Beautiful Savior packed 565 shoeboxes on Nov. 16. We had more than 100
participants for the packing party and many more who donated items for the
boxes or money for shipping. We'll look forward to hearing from our packers
who purchased Follow Your Box labels to find out where the boxes went!

" — o —+— Please pray for the children who will

_ receive these gifts - that they will have
their hearts opened to the saving

= message of the Gospel and know

& the love God has for them.




From Dark to Light

By Pastor Dan
December 1 marks the beginning of the darkest six weeks of the year. Or, better said, the six weeks of the
year with the least amount of daylight to enjoy.

But these dark days can be felt in other ways, too. For many, the holiday season (which spans all the way
from Thanksgiving to New Years Day) can also be the darkest time of year when it comes to their emotional
well-being. Because the holidays can really do a bang-up job of reminding us of who is missing. Maybe this
will be the first Christmas without your spouse or a parent. Maybe it’s the first Christmas after grown children
have flown the nest and aren’t able to make it back to celebrate like normal.

The holidays can also be a time of the year when people face the expectation of interacting with toxic or
abusive family members and all the stress that can come from re-opening old wounds or trying to manage
certain trauma responses.

Or it’s possible that the Holiday season functions as a mirror, reflecting back to you a certain lack of finances
or budgetary resources. And with that, can come shame and embarrassment as your gift-giving abilities might
pale in comparison to others.

The God’s Word also acknowledges how dark this world can be—but not just during
the holidays. In Isaiah 60:2a it says, “For behold, darkness shall cover the earth,

and thick darkness the peoples...” You see, God’s people were experiencing the
Babylonian Exile, as they were beginning to return to Jerusalem. Isaiah 59:9-10
captures the mood of the people and the sense of hopelessness that exists without
God, “Therefore justice is far from us, and righteousness does not overtake us; we
hope for light, and behold, darkness, and for brightness, but we walk in gloom. We
grope for the wall like the blind; we grope like those who have no eyes; we stumble

at noon as in the twilight, among those in full vigor we are like dead men.”

If the holidays are especially difficult or dark for you (or if you know someone for
whom the holidays can be difficult or dark), take comfort that our God knows how

that feels. And be encouraged in the fact that God has also done something about the
darkness. Isaiah 60:2b ends with, “but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will
be seen upon you.”

For hope is to be found in Jesus during the holiday season, as well as all other seasons of the year. John 1
(the traditional Gospel reading for Christmas Day worship) talks about Jesus in this way, “In him was life, and
the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.”

So, as you face the darkest six weeks of the year, may you be encouraged by the True Light that shines in
the darkness—Jesus Christ. And hold fast to the salvation you have on account of His great love for you. For
His light will guide you through the darkness of, not only the holidays, but also the darkness of life.

astor J/an

Funerals

Nov. 1: Sara Lynn Ryan-Walcker, Fargo, passed away after a brave eight-year battle with
cancer. Her funeral was held at Beautiful Savior on Saturday, Nov. 8.

Sara was born on Aug. 8, 1989, in Fosston, Minnesota, to Steven and LeAnn (Kezar) Ryan.
She was baptized and confirmed in the Lutheran faith at Poplar Lake Lutheran Church in
Fosston, where her lifelong commitment to faith began. A graduate of Fosston High School,
class of 2007, Sara pursued her passion for architecture by attending MN State Community
and Technical College in Detroit Lakes, MN, studying architectural drafting and design. Sara T '
worked with EAPC Architects and Engmeers contributing her talents in their Grand Forks and Fargo offlces
On Oct. 22, 2016, Sara married the love of her life, Austin Walcker. Together, they created a compassionate
and loving partnership that was a testament to their devotion and support for one another. Sara will be
remembered for her infectious laughter, unwavering spirit, and the love she shared with family and friends.
Sara is survived by her husband, Austin; mother, LeAnn; sister, Christi (Aaron) Zimmerman; sister-in-law,
Joni Ryan; father- and mother-in-law Rod and Cindy Walcker; a nephew, nieces, several aunts, uncles and
cousins. She was preceded in death by her father, Steven Ryan; brother, Andrew Ryan; grandparents, Norris
and Faye Ryan and Clarence and Inga Kezar.




“Main Street Living North”
TV Program News

To add your financial support, send checks to Main
Street Living North, 821 Fifth Ave. S., Fargo, ND,
58103, or donate by credit card or your PayPal
account on the website. God’s blessing in Christ!

December pastors and sermons are as follows:
Dec. 7: Rev. Matt Thompson, Holy Cross Lutheran
Church, Bismarck, and St. John’s Lutheran Church,
McClusky, presents the message: “The Kingdom is
at Hand” based on Matthew 3:1-12. Lutheran Hour
Ministries program: “Stable Boy.”

Dec. 14: Rev. Kevin Zellers, Messiah Lutheran
Church, Mandan, presents the message: “No
Offense” based on Matthew 11:6. Lutheran Hour
Ministries program: "Christmas Is.”

Dec. 21: Rev. Matthew Harrison, President of the
LC-MS Synod, presents the message. Visit
www.mainstreetliving.com for more information.
Lutheran Hour Ministries program: “Christmas on
Main Street.”

Dec. 28: Rev. Toby Heller, Concordia Lutheran
Church, Beulah, presents the message: “Out of
Egypt | called My Son” based on Matthew 2:13-23.
Lutheran Hour Ministries program: “Puzzle Club
Christmas."

Ouir friends
= from Classical
= Conversations

were busy last
week making
cards for a
service project.

== They plan to
*_ share them with
N1 some of our

¥ Beautiful Savior
family.

Congregational Memory %\bleiM%,yveﬁe
Verse Challenge

Dec. 7: Genesis 3:15 - | will put
enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and her \
offspring; he shall bruise your head, -
and you shall bruise his heel.

Dec. 14: Zephaniah 3:17 - The Lord your God is
in your midst, a mighty one who will save; he will
rejoice over you with gladness; he will quiet you by
his love; he will exult over you with loud singing.

Dec. 21: John 1:4 - In him was life, and the life was
the light of men.

Dec. 28: Luke 2:10-11 - And the angel said to
them, “Fear not, for behold, | bring you good news of
great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you
is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is
Christ the Lord.

BSLC Bible Studies

9:30 a.m. Sunday Bible Study: Worshiped and
Glorified: A Study of The Nicene Creed - Pastor
Chris will lead this Bible study on the Nicene Creed.
Do the words of the Nicene Creed reflect

your faith? They should! The Nicene Creed does
not replace the Scriptures. Instead, it reflects and
teaches truths found in the Scriptures.

6 p.m. Sunday night Lutheran Young Adult
Bible Study (YABS) - YABS will take the month of
December off and resume on Jan. 4.

7 p.m. - Tuesday night Bible study: “Gospel of
Matthew” - A new church year begins Nov. 30 with
the first Sunday in Advent. Many of the Gospel
readings from this upcoming year will come from
the Gospel of Matthew. Join us for a new study that
will do a deep dive into the first 11 chapters of
Matthew’s Gospel. You'll discover key themes and
insights into Jesus’ life through His early ministry.

9 a.m. Thursday morning Women'’s Bible study:
We will have two short Bible studies on Dec. 4 and
11 and resume on Jan. 8 with a new study.

BSLC Treasurer's Report
General Operating Fund

Oper. Fund Sept. YTD
Contributions 42,682 346,796
Expense 49,011 358,005

Surplus/(Shortfall) ~ (6,329)  (11,209)




2025 Children’s Christmas Program
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”

PreK - Third Grade Christmas Program:
The pre-K through third
grade will practice during
Sunday school Sunday,
Dec. 7, and there will be a
dress rehearsal for all
students from 9-10 a.m.
on Saturday, Dec. 13. The
program will be at 8:15a.m.
on Sunday, Dec. 14.

y.w.!
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Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

Fourth - Sixth Grade Christmas Program:

The fourth through sixth grade will practice during
Sunday school Sunday, Dec. 7. There will be a
dress rehearsal for all students from 10 - 11 a.m.
on Saturday, Dec. 13. Their program will be at
10:45 a.m. on Sunday, Dec. 14. Thank you for
bringing your children to practice.

White Elephant
Gift Exop, ange

LYF Christmas Party

All sixth-grade through twelfth-grade
students are invited for games, fun
and food for a Christmas party at

8 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 17. Bring

a wrapped white elephant gift

to exchange.

Baptisms

November 9: Eila Ann Ross, daughter of m
Jason and Jordan Ross, born Sept. 8, 2025.

Her sponsors are Sherie and Jeremy Fischer Y%
and Hayley and Andy Oye.

Grace Lutheran School News

Advent greetings from Grace Lutheran School!

Mark your calendars to attend the Christmas
Musical, “Out of the Box Christmas,” performed at
1:30 and 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, Dec. 18, with
refreshments following the evening performance.

Thank you to all who donated, supported, or
attended the Celebration of Grace in November.
We raised $58,000 for student programs,
scholarships, and playground.

The playground is nearly ready for our students to
enjoy. Stay tuned for a playground dedication date.

Enroliment season is just around the corner. We
would love to show you around, answer your
questions, and share how we partner with you in
your child’s Christian education. Open houses will
take place in January, February, and March.

GLS is hiring a pre-kindergarten aide to start after
Christmas break on Monday, Jan. 5. Our current
pre-k aide is retiring. This is a full-time position and
pay is based on experience. Please contact Susan
Jahnke at the school if you would like to learn more.

Grace’s PTL participates in two no-cost programs
that give back to schools: Boxtops for Education
and Loaves for Learning. Boxtops is now an online
program (no more clipping). Several local bread
brands are eligible for Loaves for Learning — Village
Hearth, Country Hearth, and Lakeland. If you eat
any of those bread brands, you can clip the UPCs
and mail them (or drop them off at the school).
Each label is worth five cents!

Sunday School in December

Regular Sunday school classes will be held on
Dec. 7. There will be no Sunday school on Dec. 21
and 28. Regular classes will resume Jan. 4.

December Youth Events

DESTINATION UNKNOWN: Each week, we will travel to a different surprise
destination where we will have an activity and short devotion. We will return to
church for games, snacks and faith sharing. For more information, see Pastor

Chris or Pastor Dan.

Youth /

Wednesday, Dec. 3 - from 8-9 p.m. - LYF for grades 6-12.

Wednesday, Dec. 10 - from 8-9 p.m. - LYF for grades 6-12.

Wednesday, Dec. 17 - from 8-9 p.m. - LYF Christmas Party for grades 6-12.
(Bring a wrapped white elephant gift.)
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