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Upcoming December Events

Midweek Advent Services

7 p.m. on Wednesdays
Nov. 30: “Yahweh Will Save
His Zion” (Isaiah 36-37)
Dec. 7: “The Day of Yahweh will
Come” (Isaiah 13:9-13, 19; 14:1)

Dec. 14: “The Nations Will Belong to

Israel's God” (Isaiah 19:23-25)
Dec. 21: “Death Will Be Swallowed
Up” (Isaiah 25:5-9)

Advent Soup and Supper
6 p.m. on Wednesdays
Bring soups, sandwiches,
sides or desserts to share.

Service Groups
Nov. 30: E-G Diane Lee
Dec. 8: L-N Mary Seiffert
Dec. 14: O-R Wanda Roesler
Dec. 21: S Maggie Stende

Voters Meeting
9:30 a.m. Sunday, Dec. 4

Pictorial Directory Photo Sessions

Tuesday, Nov. 29 - 2 to 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Nov. 30- 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 1 - 2 to 8:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 27 - 2 to 8:30 p.m.

Wednesday, Dec. 28 - 2 to 8:30 p.m.

Christmas Eve Worship
“O Give Thanks Unto Yahweh”
(Isaiah 12:4-6)

3:30 and 5 p.m.

Saturday, Dec. 24
Candlelight Worship

Munchies for Missions
Drop off 9 a.m. - noon Saturday, Dec. 10
Purchase Sunday, Dec. 11

Advent Fun Shop
1 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 10
Pre-K - Fifth Grade
Bring one dozen cookies.

Children’s Christmas Party
4-5:30 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 11
Kindergarten - fifth grade

Gold Club Potluck

Noon Wednesday, Dec. 14
Bring a wrapped white elephant gift.

LYF Christmas Party
7:45 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 14
Bring a wrapped white elephant gift.

Poinsettias for the Altar
Cost $18; Deadline: Dec. 14

Sunday School
Christmas Programs
8:15 a.m. Sunday, Dec. 18
Pre-K - Second Grade
10:45 a.m. Sunday, Dec. 18
Third - Sixth Grade

BSLC/Crosspointe Live Nativity
Sunday, Dec. 18

Christmas Day Worship
“The Righteous King
on David’s Throne”
(Isaiah 16:4-5)
10 a.m.
Sunday, Dec. 25
Lord’'s Supper celebrated




How God Gave Us Christmas

Twas right before Christmas, and Mary and Joe
Were perplexed quite a bit; they had no place to go.

To Bethlehem they had gone to be counted.
When, from her donkey, Mary suddenly dismounted.

“The baby is coming! Just what shall we do?”
And Joseph said: “What you tell me to!”

With no hospital beds or an upper guest suite,
The two found some shelter with ass, oxen and sheep.

Not really a place for a baby to come,
But the two had no choice; Mary’d soon be a mum!

The Spirit had overshadowed this virgin most mild,
who for nearly nine months had been carrying the child.

| dare you to find a happening quite stranger,
Than God’s only Son, who was laid in a manger.

That's a trough filled with feed in case you don't know.
The animals were hungry and started to low.

That's when Christmas began; the whole thing was new,
When God sent His Son just for me and for you.

Mary spoke to her Son in a voice feint and soft,
While wrapping him warmly in swaddling cloth.

This was the Messiah Mary lovingly squeezes.
An angel told Joe that His name would be Jesus.

You will be great, she whispered, Son of the Most High.
You will reign for all time, and Your kingdom is nigh.

Meanwhile, there were shepherds tending their flock,
Watching for wolves while punching the clock.

“When’s break time?” they said, “I'm wanting to sleep.
And | just cannot do it while watching my sheep.”

Then an angel appeared, shining with heavenly own glory.
“I bring tidings of joy, and it’s quite a good story!”
“Go to the town of David this day

To find where a babe in a manger does lay.

“He is Christ the Lord, the coming Anointed.
He’s easy to find.” Then the angel, he pointed.

“To Bethlehem town you Shepherds will see
The world’s King and Savior from eternity.”

(By Pastor Chris)

Then all of a sudden, there appeared a great throng
Of heavenly host who were singing a song.

“Glory to God in the highest,” we say.
“God’s peace and goodwill to men on this day.”

The shepherds then went to the town as instructed
With a babe in a manger, it was then they deducted

“This must be the baby of whom it was spoken.”
Then they told of the angels and said, “We're not jokin”

And Mary could not quite believe this whole thing.
Deep down in her heart, there was much pondering.

All felt the deep joy of that first Christmas morn.
They went to tell others that Jesus is born!

There was never a Christmas before Jesus came.
Look very closely at the day’s holy name.

Christmas is not what we decide it should be.
It's God in the flesh come for you and for me.

A babe born to die and suffer things most unpleasant
True God and true man — The Father’s best present.

Without Christ, no true light can €’er be found.
No joy, no cheer, no merriment sound.

His joy is eternal, it's whole and complete
So shout from the rooftops and proclaim on the street.

The merry in Christmas is from Christ the Lord!
Who did on the cross all our gross sins afford.

He had done nothing wrong but was wholly made sin
So that righteous and holy man might be again.

He rose from the grave, its fierce power he swallowed
And gave hope and a joy that will always be hallowed.

So hold onto the Christ when your Christmas is blue.
Remember His promise for white Christmases, too.

Between God and man, Jesus set all aright.
Now there’s coming a day when they'll be no more night!

Living Nativity

Step back in time to experience the wonder of Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem. Crosspointe Lutheran
Church and Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church will sponsor a live nativity from 2:30-5:30 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 18, in the Hartl Building at the Red River Valley Fairgrounds, 1805 Main Ave. W.,
West Fargo. The event will include a Bethlehem market with various activities and refreshments
for kids of all ages. This is a free event. Take a break from the hustle and bustle of a commercial
Christmas and remember the true significance and joy of a Savior born for you!

Volunteers are needed for the event. Please see Pastor Chris or Pastor Brian for more information.

"\v : ‘
Page 2 N

[\ ]



2022 Advent Series Celebrates
‘God’s Promises, Our Glorious Future’

When it comes to looking toward our future, God’s
promises and His faithfulness in delivering those
promises form the foundation of a sure and certain
hope. Human-concocted utopian dreams
that depend on human technology, o8 vV
engineering or science will not deliver by AN
the glorious life that Yahweh already has o
secured for His people through Jesus
Christ. Still, we await the return of the
Lord Jesus to usher in God’s Kingdom without
remainder. This year's midweek Advent series will
explore the theme “God’s Promises, Our Glorious
Future.” Through the prophet Isaiah, God calls His
people to repentance, faith and hope in the coming
of the Lord.

Our four-week midweek Advent series will be

held at 7 p.m. from Wednesday, Nov. 30, through
Wednesday, Dec. 21. This theme also will continue
during Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.

Plan to join us for midweek soup and sandwich
suppers at 6 p.m. before services. Please bring
soups, sandwiches, sides, snacks and desserts to
share with your Beautiful Savior family.

Sign Up for Poinsettias on Altar

Sponsor a poinsettias in memory or in honor of
loved ones. We have 20 poinsettias this year. Sign
up soon to make sure you receive a plant. You can
use the sign-up genius on our website or call the
church office to reserve your plant. The plants are
$18. Make checks payable to LWML.

Voters'

Voters Meeting \ Meeting

There will be a voters meeting at 9:30 a.m. on
Sunday, Dec. 4, between services. Discussion will
be held on the 2023 budget and other reports.

Offering Envelopes

Offering envelopes for 2023 are available in the
narthex. If you don’t find your envelopes, let the
office know. Thank you for picking up your envelopes.

2023 Commitment Cards

Your 2023 annual commitment card can be turned
in to the office. Thank you for letting us know what
you plan to give! Pledging helps our congregation,
members and its leaders to be effective and
faithful stewards of our resources.

LWML Munchies for Missions Bake Sale

The LWML Munchies for Missions bake sale will
be on Sunday, Dec. 11, after both worship services.
BSLC members are asked to

bake and fill containers of Hoewchis (8D

Christmas goodies to sell. P Jor obisions @\
Containers will be distributed —EMBAKE SALE o~
on Sunday, Dec. 4. Bring your @,;_ciﬁ 3
containers to the church g e e

between 9 a.m. and noon

Saturday, Dec. 10. Shop on Sunday and take home
a variety of tasty goodies for the holidays. Items will
be available for a free-will donation. Thanks for
participating in this LWML mites fund-raiser!

Advent Fun Shop
1-3 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 10

Shop. This fun family event of Christmas crafting for
preschoolers through fifth-graders will be 1-3 p.m.
on Saturday, Dec. 10. The cost -
should accompany the children, L! < |
especially younger ones. Each
family is also asked to bring a sEC NG

y g
exchange. Please register your
child with Pastor Brian or Stacy Knudson.
LWML Giving Tree
Giving Tree in the narthex. Donations of new socks,
mittens, hats, t-shirts and underwear for children or
adults can be placed directly
donated to local schools and to
Churches United for the Homeless.
Consider taking a tag from the tree
these unwrapped items under the
tree with the tag attached.
Please return all items by Sunday,

Mark your calendar now for our annual Advent Fun
is $3 per child, and an adult
Advent Fun Shoyp
dozen cookies for a cookie
In service to our neighbors, please check out our
on the tree. These items will be
for the Women’s Care Center. Place
Dec. 18. Thanks for filling our giving tree.

GIVING TREE

BSLC Treasurer's Report
General Operating Fund

Oper. Fund Oct. YTD
Contributions 31,459 338,438
Expense 32,477 354,212
Surplus/(Shortfall) (1,018) (15,774)




Clubs and Service Groups

- - - - -

Service Group = Our captains will call asking for
treats or help with events. Thanks for your help.
December: Br-D with Janet Koppinger

January: E-G with Diane Lee

Elders - our elders greet members and visitors, help
the pastors with any needs and see that all goes well at
worship service. If you have any concerns for our church,
please talk to head elder Adam Tykwinski or any of the
other elders.

Quilting and Fellowship - Join us from

10:30 a.m. - 2 p.m. on Thursday, Dec 8. Feel free to stay
as long as fits your schedule. If you have any questions,
call Donna Ceroll at 232-2464.

Gold Club - Gather together and enjoy some
potluck food, faith and fellowship. Our next get-together
will be at noon on Wednesday, Dec. 14. Bring red or
green food, wear your “ugly” Christmas sweater and bring
a wrapped white elephant gift. Gold Club is for anyone!

BSLC Coffee Club - BSLC members, men and

women of any age, are invited to gather at 9 a.m. on
Friday mornings at Randy’s, 2130 University Dr. S., Fargo.

LWML - Instead of a Christmas party, we will doing a
service project at the Great Plains Food Bank. A date will
be announced soon. Anyone is invited to come help. Let
the church office know if you are interested. There is a
maximum of ten per shift.

AL R Q.‘i., !!!!.
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Beautiful Savior Pictorial Directory

We need your help to make our 40th anniversary
pictorial directory complete! Our directory will showcase
our families, provide contact information and become a
useful resource to keep us connected as the body of
Christ. By participating, you will receive a free 8°x10”
portrait and printed photo directory.

Let the office know if you would willing to help with
Sunday morning sign-ups, reminder calls or photo
session check-ins.

Schedule your appointment on the church website.
Click on the box on the right side of the homepage
entitled “photography appointment scheduling login”.
Enter church code nd120 and password photos. Sign
up early to ensure you get the date and time you prefer.
Dates and times are listed on the front page.

Upcoming Bible Studies

10 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 3, 10 and 17 ND
District LWML Advent Bible study via Zoom:
“No Stranger in a Manger”- Join us as the
Holy Spirit prepares us to receive Jesus
through God’s faith- and hope-giving Word. ND
District LWML District Counselors Rev. Chris
Waldvogel and Rev. Mike Suezle will lead the
study. You can access the materials from the
Synodical LWML web site at www.lwml.org/
posts/long-bible-study/no-stranger-in-the-
manger. The Zoom Meeting ID is 831 2017
0918; Passcode is 424462.

9:30 a.m. Sunday morning Bible study:
“Love and Life for All” - In the coming
weeks, Sunday morning Bible’s study will be
“Love and Life for All.”

6:30 p.m. Sunday night Family Bible Study:
“Chosen” - See the Bible come to life through
"The Chosen" video series. We will resume
Jan. 8.

7 p.m. Tuesday night Bible study:
“Overcoming Life’s Sorrows: Learning
from Jeremiah” - We will meet on Dec. 6
and resume after the first of the year.

9 a.m. Thursday Women'’s Bible study:
“Advent of the Savior” - We will begin Dec. 1
via Zoom.

7 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 8: Married Couple
Bible study - We will be taking a look at what
God's Word has to say about marriage and
why it is still so relevant today!

7 p.m. Monday, Dec. 5: Men’s Bible study -
Enjoy fellowship with other men from our
church and learn what the Bible says about the
vocation God has given us.

Memorials EMTRIA
Grant German: N
Dave and Kim Scheer Rick and Fay Majerus
Gary and Maggie Stende Ann Munden

Loretta Swanson Dr. Guy Palmer

The Bishop Family Jeffrey Peltier

Katie Bjornson Keith and Cathy Peltier
Arlene and Jerry Kensok Cory and Cassie Smith
The Lemonovich Family Lisa Yocum

Randy and Brenda Mork
Trinity Lutheran Church and School, Waconia, MN

Dee Wunderlich: (Mary Seiffert’s Sister-in-law)
Loretta Swanson
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Trustworthy and True
By Pastor Brian

The angel said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true.” (Revelation 22:6).

Occasionally, I'll watch a movie, and right before the credits roll, the producers will provide real-life updates
on the characters. Shocked, I'll think, ‘That was a true story?’ As soon as you know that what you just
watched was based on real people, it has a way of changing your perspective on the whole movie.

Just as the credits are about to roll after the last chapter of the Bible, ﬂ g . i _—
we hear the same message, “This is a true story.” Maybe we had been g TH ESE WORDS
convinced of that long ago. But at some times more than others, we need ‘ m

to be reminded, “These words are trustworthy and true.”

This was one of those times for a believer named John. He had witnessed i TRUSM/%RTHY

some seemingly unbelievable events during his lifetime. As part of Jesus’ |+

“‘inner circle,” he watched Jesus raise a little girl from the dead. He watched " .
Jesus converse with two heroes of faith who had already gone to heaven. o TRUE P ol
When Jesus stood in John’s midst and explained his words and actions, A8 g ; -
there was little room for doubt in John’s mind. il ; 220 %k

But when John wrote the words of our Bible passage, Jesus hadn’t been around in the flesh for more than
fifty years. John’s friends and fellow disciples had all been killed. John himself had been exiled to an island.
Things weren’t looking good for John or the Christian Church.

Perhaps you've felt the same way. You may feel abandoned and alone. Christianity seems not to be doing
well, as Christians are viewed more as haters than helpers.

It is for you that the words of this Bible passage were written. God’s Word is true. Not was true, but is true.
And because God’s Word is true, it is also trustworthy. You can trust that your sins are forgiven through
Jesus’ selfless sacrifice. You can trust that He defeated death when He rose from the dead and came out of
the tomb. You can trust that He has not left you alone. These words are trustworthy and true.

Bd

“Main Street Living North” TV Program News

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth We invite you to consider a special year end
peace to those on whom his favor rests.” (Luke 2:14). Christmas gift for our Main Street Living media
There doesn’t seem to be much peace on earth ministry. Checks may be sent to “Main Street
these days. As | write this article in mid-November, Living North,” 821 5th Ave. S., Fargo, ND 58103,
Russia continues to rain down missiles throughout or donate by credit card or your PayPal account

the Ukraine, tensions are growing with North Korea, on the website.

as well as with China, December pastors and sermons are as follows:
and the recent mid-term

; Dec. 4: Rev. Heath Trampe, Our Savior Lutheran
ie:gg;gsaie:vrgrt_o Church, Minot, presents the message: “Peace? Are
you kidding me?” based on Matthew 3:1-12. Lutheran

deepening split in our R p »

own nation regarding KEEP Hour. "Stable Boy...

who should govern. CHRIST lN Dec. 11: Rev. Philip Beyersdorf, St. Mark’s Lutheran
Sadly, | could list many I Church, Minot, presents the message: “The Work of
more examples of a lack the Great Physician” based on Matthew 11:2-11.

of peac)((e. BBt there is ¢ CHR STMAS Lutheran Hour: “Red Boots for Christmas.”

peace between God and those of us who believe Dec. 18: Rev. Craig Fenske, Immanuel Lutheran

in Him! This peace has been made possible by the Church, Grand Forks, message TBA. Lutheran Hour.
Jesus we celebrate especially at this time of the Christmas Is.

year we call CHRISTmas! Dec. 25: Rev. Matthew Harrison, LCMS President,

presents the Christmas message. Lutheran Hour:
“Christmas on Main Street.”




Grace Lutheran School News

The Celebration of Grace on Nov. 11 had 293 item
donations, 174 unique bidders, 110 dinner guests,
16 cheesecakes, 13 live auctions, two emcees and
one lovely evening. Thank you to all who donated,
promoted, participated and organized this
celebratory event. Together, we raised $52,500
with almost 90 percent of that amount directly
benefiting students through curriculum updates and
scholarships, ensuring that every child has access to
Lutheran education. We are humbled, and we are
thankful for every one of you. Thank you.

The Christmas musical will be at 1:30 and 7:00 pm.
on Friday, Dec. 16. Please note the date change.

2023 Altar Flower Sign-up Chart

The 2023 flower chart is outside the office on the
bulletin board. The cost is $30, and you can take
them home after second service. Please designate
the money for altar flowers and place in the offering
plate or leave in the church office. Please return
vases to the church office when done with them.

Going South for the Winter?

Please let the church office know when you plan to
leave for the winter so that you will still receive any
correspondence from the church. You can also let
the church know if you would like the e-mail version
of the newsletter while you are out of town.

Operation Christmas Child
Packing Party a Success

Beautiful Savior packed 215 shoeboxes on

Nov. 20! We had more than 70 part|0|pants for the
packing party and many more
who donated items for the
boxes or money for shipping.

Our boxes will end up at the
Processing Center in Chicago
where they are prepared for
shipping all over the world.
We'll look forward to hearing
from our packers who
purchased "Follow Your Box"
labels to find out where
the boxes went!

Please pray for the
children who will receive
these gifts - that they will
have their hearts opened
to the saving message of
the Gospel and know the
love God has for them.

—_— —

N OEL HALLELU]AH MERRY CH RISTMAS HAPPY NEW YEAR
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Congregational Memory Verse Challenge

Dec. 4: Exodus 31:13 - You are to speak to the people of Israel and say, "Above all you shall
keep my Sabbaths, for this is a sign between me and you throughout your generations, that

you may know that I, the Lord, sanctify you."

Dec. 11: Jude 24-25 - Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present
you blameless before the presence of his glory with great joy, to the only God, our Savior,

¥
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through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and

now and forever. Amen.

Dec. 18: Genesis 3:15 - | will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her
offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.

Dec. 25: Luke 2:10-11 - And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, | bring you good news of great
joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ

the Lord.”

N\




Sunday School in December

Regular Sunday school classes will be held on
Dec. 4 and 11. There will be no Sunday school
on Dec. 18, 25 and Jan. 1. Regular classes
will resume Jan. 8.

Children’s Christmas Party

All kindergarten through fifth-grade students
join us for games, fun and food at a Christmas
party just for you from
4-5:30 p.m. Sunday,

Dec. 11. Preschool
children may attend, but
we would like parents to
attend with them. Please
bring a dozen cookies or
baked goods to exchange
and share.

LYF Christmas Party e nesest

g Exchange
All sixth-grade through twelfth-
grade students are invited for
games, fun and food at a
Christmas party at 7:45 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 14. Please
bring a wrapped white elephant
gift to exchange.

2023 Calendar Youth Fundraiser

Our youth are selling the God’s Creation
calendars as a fund-raiser for $10 each. They
may be purchased in the P
narthex on Sunday mornings
between services or from the
church office during the
week. Thank you for
supporting our youth.

“Share the Good News” % ,
PreK - Second Grade éhrl&reng
Christmas Program PTO@MM

The first grade and second grade <
will practice from 8:30 to 10 a.m.
and the preschool and kindergarten
students are asked to come at 9:15
a.m. on Saturday, Dec. 3 and 10.
All PreK through second grade will practice at
8:30 a.m. on Saturday, Dec. 17. Their program
will be at 8:15a.m. on Sunday, Dec. 18.

“The Amazing
Christmas Maze”
Third through Sixth
Grade Program

Below are the times and dates of A
practice in December. Thank you Suy gL
for bringing your children to practice
each week. Their program will be at
10:45 a.m. on Sunday, Dec. 18. You

can call the office or Ramsey Dahl at 866-5403
with questions.

Dec.3 10 a.m.-noon All third-to-sixth grade

Dec. 10 10 a.m. - noon All third-to-sixth grade

Dec. 17 10am.-noon  Allthird-to-sixth grade
dress rehearsal

12:30 p.m. Pizza Party!
Dec. 18 10 a.m. Practice and warm-up
10:45 a.m. Program

Crossfire Youth Praise Band

Our youth praise band will practice at the church from
7-8 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 4 and 11. Crossfire will
have a Christmas party at 7 p.m. Dec. 18. Bring your
a snack to share. If you have questions, call Ramsey
at 866-5403.

December Youth Events You‘]‘h /

UPCOMING BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES: Join us for fun and fellowship! r Gro’EEI

Wednesday, Nov. 30 - from 7:45-9 p.m. - LYF for grades 6-12.
Wednesday, Dec. 7 - from 7:45-9 p.m. - LYF for grades 6-12. NeWS
Wednesday, Dec. 14 - from 7:45-9 p.m. - LYF Christmas Party for grades 6-12. e —

(Bring a wrapped white elephant gift.)
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