Welcome! The coming of Jesus Christ to God’s Temple fulfills the
promises of God to His people of Israel as a whole and to members of
Israel specifically. After seeing God’s promised Savior in the flesh,
Simeon and Anna respond with praise and thanksgiving, glorifying
God for what He would do through His Son, the newborn King.

+ Order of Worship +
Song

“Come, Thou Fount; Come, Thou King”

Invocation

P: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

Opening Versicles

P: This is the day that the Lord has made.
C: Let us rejoice and be glad in it.
P: From the rising of the sun to its setting,
C: the name of the Lord is to be praised!
P: Better is one day in Your courts than a thousand elsewhere.
C: I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than
dwell in the tents of the wicked.

P: Make me to know Your ways, O Lord,
C: Teach me Your paths.
P: Sanctify us in Your truth.
C: Your Word is truth.
P: From the rising of the sun to its setting,
C: the name of the Lord is to be praised!

Confession and Absolution
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P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and
confess our sins to God, our Father, asking Him in the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord.
C: Who made heaven and earth.
P: I said I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord.
C: And You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
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(Silence for reflection and self-examination)
P: O Almighty God, merciful Father,
C: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and
iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly
deserve Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor,
sinful being.
P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called
and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God to
all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus
Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

Introit

(Psalm 98:1-4; antiphon, Isaiah 52:10)
P: The Lord has bared His holy arm before the eyes of all the nations,
and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.
C: Oh sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous
things. His right hand and His holy arm have worked salvation
for Him.

P: The Lord has made known His salvation;
He has revealed His righteousness in the sight of the nations.
C: He has remembered His steadfast love and faithfulness to the
house of Israel. All the ends of the earth have
seen the salvation of our God.
P: Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth;
Break forth into joyous song, and sing praises.
C: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to
the Holy Spirit.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P: The Lord has bared His holy arm before the eyes of all the
nations,
and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.

Song

“There is a Redeemer”
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Old Testament Reading

Isaiah 61:10-62:9
I will greatly rejoice in the Lord; my soul shall exult in my God,
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; he has covered
me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself like
a priest with a beautiful headdress, and as a bride adorns herself with
her jewels. For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, and as a garden
causes what is sown in it to sprout up, so the Lord God will cause
righteousness and praise to sprout up before all the nations.
For Zion's sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem's sake I
will not be quiet, until her righteousness goes forth as brightness, and
her salvation as a burning torch. The nations shall see your
righteousness, and all the kings your glory, and you shall be called by
a new name that the mouth of the Lord will give. You shall be a
crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the
hand of your God.
P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Epistle Reading

Galatians 4:4-7
But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son,
born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under
the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. And because you
are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying,
“Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son,
then an heir through God.
P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

The Holy Gospel

Luke 2:22-40
And when the time came for their purification according to the Law
of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord
(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens
the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) and to offer a sacrifice
according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves,
or two young pigeons.” Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose
name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for
the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. And it had
been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death
before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. And he came in the Spirit into
the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for
him according to the custom of the Law, he took him up in his arms
and blessed God and said,
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“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according
to your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation that you have
prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the
Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.”
And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about
him. And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother,
“Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in
Israel, and for a sign that is opposed (and a sword will pierce through
your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be
revealed.”
And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the
tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her
husband seven years from when she was a virgin, and then as a
widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple,
worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. And coming up at
that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to
all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.
And when they had performed everything according to the Law of
the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth.
And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the
favor of God was upon him.
P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Responsory

P: Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens.
C: Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where
Your glory dwells.
P: Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it.
C: Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where
Your glory dwells.
P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
C: Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where
Your glory dwells.

The Ten Commandments

C: You shall have no other gods.
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.
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The Ten Commandments
Honor your father and your mother.
You shall not murder.
You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not steal.
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or
his maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to
your neighbor.

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the
Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

P: Lord remember us in Your Kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.

Song

“Lord, I Need You”

Sermon
Prayer of the Church

P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.
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P: For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and
with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For the holy Christian church, here and scattered throughout the
world, and for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of
all to faith, let us pray to the Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the
common welfare of us all, let us pray to the Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For seasonable weather, and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us
pray to the Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For the Holy Spirit to grant holy desires, good counsels and just
works that we may live in peace and quietness, let us pray to the
Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For the homes in which our people dwell that all may celebrate
and serve in the vocations God has given, let us pray to the Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For those who labor, for those whose work is
difficult or dangerous, and for all who travel,
let us pray to the Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For all those in need, for the hungry and
homeless, for the widowed and orphaned, and
for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For those in distress of mind, body or soul, for the sick and the
dying, and all those who have requested our prayers, including
_______________, let us pray to the Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: (Specific petitions) Let us pray to the Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.
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P: Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us
pray to the Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy. Amen.

Collect of the Day

P: Let us pray: O God, Our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully
created us, and in the incarnation of Your Son, yet more
wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may be
ever alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

Collect for the Word

P: Blessed Lord, You have caused all holy Scriptures to be written
for our learning. Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark and
inwardly digest them that we may embrace and ever hold fast the
blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

Luther’s Morning Prayer

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your
dear Son, that You have kept me this night from all harm and
danger, and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings in life may please You. For into
Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul and all things.
Let Your holy angel be with me that the evil foe may have no
power over me. Amen.

Blessing

P: The almighty and merciful Lord,
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you.
C: Amen.

Closing Song

“Better is One Day”

