Welcome! As spectacular as the rejoicing of Christmas and as
central to the faith as the Easter joy of the resurrection, the heavens
break open and pour out their glory at Jesus’ Baptism. Here, Christ
takes His place with us in order to fulfill perfectly the Law of God. In
our baptisms, we take our place with our Lord, buried with Him by
baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the
dead by the glory of the Father, we might walk in newness of life.

+ Order of Worship +
Song

“Come As You Are”

Invocation

P: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

Confession and Absolution

P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and
confess our sins to God, our Father, asking Him in the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord.
C: Who made heaven and earth.
P: I said I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord.
C: And You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
(Silence for reflection and self-examination)
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P: O Almighty God, merciful Father,
C: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and
iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly
deserve Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor,
sinful being.
P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called
and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God to
all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus
Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
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Introit

P: Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage
and the ends of the earth your possession.
C: You shall break them with a rod of iron
and dash them like a potter’s vessel.

For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall
certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We know that
our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might
be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin.
For one who has died has been set free from sin. Now if we have died
with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know that
Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no
longer has dominion over him. For the death he died he died to sin,
once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. So you also must
consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

P: Now, therefore, O kings be wise; be warned, O rulers of the earth.
C: Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling

P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

P: for His wrath is quickly kindled.
Blessed are all who take refuge in Him.
C: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

The Holy Gospel

(Psalm 2:7-11; antiphon: Isaiah 42:16)
P: Behold my servant, whom I uphold,
My chosen in whom my soul delights.
C: I will tell of the decree: The Lord said to me:
“You are my Son; today, I have begotten you

P: Behold my servant, whom I uphold,
My chosen in whom my soul delights.

Song

“He is Exalted”

Old Testament Reading

Genesis 1:1-5
In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth
was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the
deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.
And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. And God
saw that the light was good. And God separated the light from the
darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night.
And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.
P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Epistle Reading

Romans 6:1-11
What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may
abound? By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it?
Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ
Jesus were baptized into his death? We were buried therefore with
him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised
from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in
newness of life.
Page 2

Mark 1:4-11
John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And all the country
of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him and were being
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John
was clothed with camel’s hair and wore a leather belt around his
waist and ate locusts and wild honey. And he preached, saying,
“After me comes he who is mightier than I, the strap of whose
sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. I have baptized you
with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was
baptized by John in the Jordan. And when he came up out of the
water, immediately he saw the heavens being torn open and the Spirit
descending on him like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You
are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.”
P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Responsory

P: Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens.
C: Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where
Your glory dwells.
P: Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it.
C: Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where
Your glory dwells.
P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
C: Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where
Your glory dwells.
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Remembrance of Baptism

He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the
dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God
the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

P: What benefits does Baptism give?
C: It works forgiveness of sins, rescues from death and the devil,
and gives eternal salvation to all who believe this, as the words
and promises of God declare. Christ our Lord says in the last
chapter of Mark: “Whoever believes and is baptized will be
saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.”

The Lord’s Prayer

P: What is Baptism?
C: Baptism is not just plain water, but it is the water included in
God’s command and combined with God’s word. Christ our
Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew: “Therefore, go and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”

P: How can water do such great things?
C: Certainly not just water but the word of God in and with the
water does these things, along with the faith which trusts this
word of God in the water. For without God’s word the water
is plain water and no Baptism. But with the word of God it is
a Baptism, that is a life-giving water, rich in grace, and a
washing of the new birth in the Holy Spirit, as St. Paul says in
Titus, chapter three: “He saved us through the washing of
rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out
on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that,
having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs
having the hope of eternal life. This is a trustworthy saying.”
P: What does such baptizing with water indicate?
C: It indicates that the Old Adam in us should by daily
contrition and repentance be drowned and die with all sins
and evil desires and that a new man should daily emerge and
arise to live before God in righteousness and purity forever.
St. Paul writes in Romans, Chapter six: “We were therefore
buried with him through baptism into death in order that,
just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of
the Father, we too may live a new life.”

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.
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P: Lord remember us in Your Kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.

Song

“Carry Your Name”

Sermon
Prayer of the Church

P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and
with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For the holy Christian church, here and scattered throughout the
world, and for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of
all to faith, let us pray to the Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the
common welfare of us all, let us pray to the Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For seasonable weather, and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us
pray to the Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.
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P: For the Holy Spirit to grant holy desires, good counsels and just works
that we may live in peace and quietness, let us pray to the Lord:

C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For the homes in which our people dwell that all may celebrate
and serve in the vocations God has given, let us pray to the Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or
dangerous, and for all who travel, let us pray to the Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed
and orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.

P: For those in distress of mind, body or soul, for the sick and the
dying, and all those who have requested our prayers, including
_______________, let us pray to the Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: (Specific petitions) Let us pray to the Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us
pray to the Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Amen.

Collect of the Day

P: Let us pray: Father in heaven, at the
Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River,
You proclaimed Him Your beloved Son
and anointed Him with the Holy Spirit.
Make all who are baptized in His name
faithful in their calling as Your children
and inheritors with Him of everlasting
life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
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Collect for the Word

P: Blessed Lord, You have caused all holy Scriptures to be written
for our learning. Grant that we may so hear, read, mark and
inwardly digest them that we may embrace and ever hold fast the
blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

Luther’s Morning Prayer

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your
dear Son, that You have kept me this night from all harm and
danger, and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings in life may please You. For into
Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul and all things.
Let Your holy angel be with me that the evil foe may have no
power over me. Amen.

Blessing

P: The almighty and merciful Lord,
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you.
C: Amen.

Closing Song

“How Can it Be?”

