
 

Inside this issue: 

OUR MISSION  

is to share  

God’s message,  

to grow in our  

faith, to love and 

serve others. 

August 2026 Ministry Update on Pastor Chris   
                                                                      By Pastor Dan 
 

On Tuesday, July 28, a church-wide email was sent saying, “Pastor Chris  

continues to deal with health issues related to his Parkinsons. Consequently, 

Pastor Chris will be taking a leave of absence from his role as Pastor at  

Beautiful Savior. Please contact Pastor Dan or the church office if you have 

pastoral needs. Contact Adam Tykwinski or Mike Schlichtmann if you have any 

other questions.  Please continue to keep Pastor Chris and his family in your 

prayers.”  
 

In good Lutheran tradition, that might leave us asking the question: What  

does this mean? What does this mean for the Ministry of Beautiful Savior? 

What does this mean for Pastor Chris and his family? An announcement of  

this nature certainly has the potential of causing consternation and  

uneasiness, as our church is in a time of transition and unpredictability.  
 

And in times like this, it’s good to be reminded of God’s faithfulness and how 

he promises to be with us always, to the end of the age, even (and especially) 

when we don’t totally know what the future may hold. The Apostle Paul writes 

in Philippians 4:6-7, “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by 

prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 

God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 

hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” 

(Continued on Page 2.) 
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Wednesday, Sept. 2 
7 p.m. - last Wednesday night service 

 

Sunday, Sept. 6 
9 a.m. - last Sunday summer service 

 

Wednesday, Sept. 9 
6:15 p.m. - Confirmation grades 7, 8 & 9  
7:30 p.m. - Confirmation parent meeting 
7:40-9 p.m. - Destination Unknown 6-12 

 

Rally Sunday, Sept. 13 
8:15 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. - Worship 

 

Installation of Sunday School Leaders  
Third-graders receive Bibles at either service 

 

9:15 a.m. - Coffee and Fellowship 
9:30 a.m. - Education Hour 

Noon - potluck picnic in fellowship hall 
 

 

Upcoming Fall Dates 
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Ministry Update on Pastor Chris                                         (Continued from Page 1.) 
 

In the same chapter of Matthew when Jesus is teaching his disciples the Lord’s Prayer, Jesus also says, 
“Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is 
its own trouble (Matthew 6:34).” And the words that God spoke to His  
people, as they were experiencing their own troubles in the Old  
Testament under threat and destruction of the Assyrian army, can also  
be encouraging to us in this time of unrest, “fear not, for I am with you;  
be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you,  
I will uphold you with my righteous right hand (Isaiah 41:10),” which also 
happens to be the inspiration for stanza two of the hymn “How Firm a 
Foundation” (LSB 728). 
 

In the coming weeks, we hope to have more clarity on things like what  
Bible Study will look like, on how Confirmation will be conducted, how 
Youth ministry will be led, and other practical details of the day-to-day  
operation of the church. In the meantime, we ask that you continue to  
keep Pastor Chris and his family in your prayers. Please also pray that 
God grant wisdom and knowledge for the church leadership, as we  
move forward. And I also humbly ask for prayers for myself and my family, 
as we all continue to lean on God’s faithfulness and stability.  
 

As always, do not hesitate to come to me with any spiritual care needs. 
Please know my door is always open.  
 

To God be the Glory,                                                                                                                            
 

LWML ND District 42nd Biennial  
Convention Recap 
 

North Dakota District 42nd Biennial Convention of  
the LWML was held June 26-28. The theme for the 
convention was “We Are Fed By Living Water,”  
based on Jeremiah 17:7-8. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Six women from Beautiful Savior, Marlys Gregory, 
Maxine Rust, Shirley Elsner, Rita Kaeding, Loretta 
Swanson, Carol LeMier, Eunice and Pastor Deitemeyer 
traveled to Devils Lake for the convention.  

 

The convention started on Friday evening with a  
communion service and ND District President  
Rev. Mark Chepulis giving the sermon.  
 

There were 105 in attendance with a mission goal  
set for $85,000 for the 2026-2028 biennium. This  
goal, by the grace of God, will fund 12 mission grants 
including $8,000 in scholarships to GLS, Fargo. 
 

The Keynote Speaker, Leslie Colligan, spoke on the 
history of LWML. She displayed a 21-foot-long scroll 
listing all 528 mission grants totaling $34,535,639 
since the start of LWML in 1942.   
 

There were speakers from Campus Ministries,  
Lutheran Family Service and Lutheran Braille  
Workers whom LWML has or currently supports.  
The entertainment on Saturday evening was by Rick 
Senger playing and singing a variety of music. 
 

Attendees took part in servant events assembling  
Hygiene Kits for Orphan Grain Train (269 kits) or 
counting items for the Women’s Care Center of  
Devils Lake (556 items). 
 

The convention ended with a closing service of  
worship with Rev. Michael Suelzle giving the sermon. 
 

The next ND District LWML Convention will be in the 
Southeast Zone in 2028. The National Convention will 
be in Oklahoma City, OK, July 8-11, 2027. 
 

The LWML would like to thank the congregation for 
the items given to the “Gifts from the Heart” which was 
given to Orphan Grain Train and the Women's Care 
Center of Devils Lake. Praise the Lord and thank you! 
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THE SLOW DOWN: A night of  
music, poetry, and hope with  
Tanner Olson and Matt Doering 
 

Save the date for Wednesday, Sept. 16 at Our  
Redeemer Lutheran Church, 1000 14th St. S,  
Moorhead. Slow down. Breathe. Be refreshed.  
Take a pause from your busy life and experience  
a message of hope and encouragement centered 
on grace and God's love. Leave feeling lighter and 
reminded that you are not alone. 
Tanner and Matt are hosting a 
kid’s concert at 5:30 p.m. aimed 
at kids, and parents, up to  
5th grade. A meal will be served 
at 6:15 p.m. The main event  
begins at 7 p.m. and is  
recommended for youth in  
middle school and above, and 
adults of all ages. Beautiful Savior is a co-sponsor 
of this free event. To register groups, use the QR 
code on the poster in the narthex or the one above. 

Sunday School 
Begins Sept. 13,  
 

The first day of Sunday 
school is Sunday,  
Sept. 13. Please register 
your child for class as soon as possible. The  
registration form can be found on page seven of the 
newsletter, in the narthex or on the church website. 

 
Sunday School Volunteers Needed 
 

As the school year approaches, we are looking for 
classroom leaders, team leaders/subs, assistance 
in classrooms, help with memory work, attendance, 
and help with the Christmas program. Let Stacy 
Knudson, Pastor Dan or the office know if you are 
willing to help in any way. 

 
Rally Sunday Potluck Picnic  
 

Join us for a picnic on rally Sunday! Following the 
10:45 a.m. service, there will be an opportunity for  
fellowship and fun with a church potluck beginning 
at noon on Sunday, Sept. 13, in the fellowship hall. 
The meat will be provided. Bring a side dish or  
dessert to share and enjoy a picnic and fellowship 
with your church family! 

Confirmation Classes 
Begin Sept. 9 
 

This year’s confirmation program  
will begin Wednesday, Sept. 9. The 
purpose of confirmation is to learn 
about and to grow in the faith into which the  
individual is baptized. Throughout history, the 
church also has used a time of instruction to prepare 
Christians to take communion. Scripture teaches 
that when a congregation celebrates communion, 
the individuals communing there make a public  
confession of the faith as taught by that  
congregation and, by extension, its church body.    
 

Beautiful Savior has a three-year confirmation  
program designed for seventh- through ninth-
graders. Confirmation meets from 6:15 to 7:30 p.m. 
on Wednesdays from September through April. 
 

We will have a parent informational meeting at  
7:40 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 9, after the first class 
with further details. If you are new to Beautiful  
Savior, please fill out an information form, available 
in the office, prior to the meeting.  

Servant Sunday, Aug. 30 
Help Clean God’s House 
 

Volunteers are need to help clean the 
church above and beyond what the 
custodian cleans weekly. This includes 
the sanctuary, classrooms, fellowship 
hall and the church yard. Plan to stay after church 
and we will begin at 10:15 a.m. on Sunday, Aug. 30. 
Task sheets will be posted in each room. Return 
sheets to the office when all the tasks have been 
completed. Thank you for volunteering to clean 
God’s house.  

Lutheran Witness Subscriptions 
 

If you are interested in subscribing to the Lutheran 
Witness magazine, please let the church office 
know. The annual rate is $31.75 for 11 issues. The 
deadline is Sept. 9.  

New Hearing Assistance at BSLC 
 

Beautiful Savior has installed new hearing  
assistance. It works with hearing aids or corded 
headphones. Connect to the church WiFi and scan 
the QR code to download the ListenWiFi app. 
(Information sheets are available in the narthex.) 
Contact Matt Gustafson with questions. 



Clubs and Service Groups 
 

Elders - Our elders greet members and visitors, 

help the pastors with any needs and see that all  
goes well at worship service. If you have any  
concerns for our church, please talk to head elder  
Adam Tykwinski or any of the other elders.   
 

Beautiful Garden - The 

Beautiful Garden meets on  
Tuesdays and Thursdays at  
5 p.m. or as you are able. There 
are plenty of veggies that need 
harvesting and of course, weeds 
that need to be managed. All ages are invited to help 
with gardening activities. If you would like to be added 
to the communication list, please email Tim at 
tim.deitemeyer@hotmail.com. See you at the garden!  
 

Gold Club - It is a time to get together and  

enjoy some potluck food, faith and fellowship. We will 
take the month of August off and our next get together 
will be at noon on Wednesday, Sept. 16. We will have 
a picnic. Invite a friend; Gold Club is for anyone!  
 

Quilting and Fellowship - Join us from  

10:30 a.m.– 2 p.m. on the second and fourth  
Thursday of each month. We will take the month  
of August off and resume on Sept. 10. The coffee is 
always on, and we have lunch at noon. You do not 
need to know how to sew; we just like to have fun. 
Call Donna Ceroll at 232-2464 with questions. 
 

LWML - We will take the summer off and our next 

meeting will be at 6 p.m. on Thursday, Sept. 17. 
 

LWML Loose Change Wednesday/Sunday: There 
will be a loose change collection on Wednesday,  
Aug. 26 and Sunday, Aug. 30. Bring your coins, bills 
or checks for mites! 
 

Save the date for upcoming LWML events: 
• ND District Fall Retreat -  Saturday, Sept. 19 at 

Concordia Lutheran Church, Jamestown. 
• Turtle Mountain Ladies’ Retreat - Sept. 25-27  

at Shepherd’s Hill at the Crossroads. 
• Zone Fall Event - Saturday, Oct. 3 at  

Beautiful Savior. 
 

Evangelism and Stewardship - There  

will be an evangelism and stewardship committee 
meeting at 5 p.m. Monday, Aug. 17. We’ll be  
discussing Servant Sunday and other fall events. 
Come join us and see what we’re all about.  
 

BSLC Coffee Club - BSLC members -  

men and women of any age - are invited to gather  
at 9 a.m. on Friday mornings at the Fryn’ Pan. 
 

Operation Christmas Child - Did you 

know that OCC is more than just shoebox gifts! 
Trained local ministry teams present the gospel to 
children before they receive their shoebox gift. Each 
child also receives The Greatest Gift gospel story 
booklet in their own language and is invited to  
participate in The Greatest Journey 12-week  
discipleship class.  
 

Shoebox G.O. Crew Dates: 
 ● 6-7:30 p.m. Mondays, Aug. 3 and 17 
 

Packing Party Date: 
 ● Sunday, Nov. 15  
 

Year-Round Collecting Focus for August - School 
Supplies - on sale now!  
 ● Notebooks, pencil pouches, fun pencils, erasers,   
    sharpeners, pens, colored pencils, scissors, etc.  
 

Collection Progress:  
 ● Thank You for your partnership during the  
    Christmas in July fundraiser.  
 ● Current Focus: Items needed to 

make every gift fun and full.  
Envelopes for requested items are 
still available on the OCC table in the 
narthex. Or scan the QR code for a 
complete list regularly  
updated OCC needs list anytime.  

 

BSLC Safety Team - The  

next Safety Team will meet at 6:30 p.m. 
on Monday, Aug. 17. The team will look 
at safety across the church like general  
awareness, emergency response and 
reducing risk. The goal is not to change 
the welcoming feel of our church but to strengthen it 
by being better prepared. Those who join will receive 
training in areas such as recognizing suspicious  
behavior, de-escalation, CPR and basic first aid. If  
you feel this is something you’d like to be part of,  
contact Seth Murray or Travis Olson. 
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Wallum Scholarship Fund 
 

Are you thinking about where you or your children 
may go for college? Consider one of our LCMS  
universities. Grants are available to assist youth and 
adults who wish to begin or continue their education 
from an LCMS university or seminary. Applications 
are available in the church office. 



Memorials 
 

In memory of Gerald Ceroll 
Vicki & Larry Peihl  
 
 
In memory of Neil Taverna 
Larry & Janet Bartz 
Donna Ceroll 
Marlys Gregory 
Matt & Beth Gustafson 
Donna Larson 
Mike & Gerry Linster 
Terry & Brenda Minard 
Terry & Margie Opp 
Vicki & Larry Peihl 
Dianna Pollert 
Dave & Kim Scheer 
Gaylord & Marilyn Schilling 
Mike & Mardi Schlichtmann 
Claudia Schroeder 
Gary & Maggie Stende 
Loretta Swanson 
The Taverna Family 
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Grace Lutheran School News 
 

We have two openings in pre-kindergarten. Please 
contact Amy or Susan right away if you have a four-  
or five-year-old and you are looking for a full-day  
pre-kindergarten program. 
 

School starts on Tuesday, Aug. 25. We are pleased  
to welcome Mrs. Alexandra Tungquist as our new  
pre-kindergarten aide. Our returning teachers are  
Mrs. Stacy Knudson (PK), Ms. Jessica Stephens 
(K/1), Mrs. Lorinda Semanko (2/3), Miss Larissa 
Brelje (4), Ms. Clare Johnson (5/6), Mrs. Sara  
Palmer (7/8), Mrs. Katie Jensen (PhyEd),  
Mrs. Cambria Wood (music) and Mrs. Susan Jahnke (Middle School). Now that we are fully settled  
post-remodel, we have closed the portable classroom building and all grades will be together under one  
roof this year. Enrollment is up this year as well! 
 

Grillmasters at Grace will again take place this fall. While we are still selecting a date in late September or 
early October, you can start perfecting your best BBQ recipes to showcase at Grillmasters! Beautiful Savior 
currently holds the traveling trophy. Who will win this year? 
 

A Celebration of Grace will be on Friday, Nov. 13, 2026 at the Sanctuary Events Center. This year ’s theme  
is “Won by One,” based on 1 Corinthians 15:57-58 (also our theme for the school year). We are already  
accepting donations for the live and silent auctions. If you have any unused gift cards, a special talent you ’d 
like to share, or have other items you would like to donate, please stop by the school or call to arrange pick up. 
 

Enjoy the remaining weeks of summer. 
 

Upcoming Dates:  
Aug. 13 & 14 - PTL Rummage Sale 3-8 p.m. Aug. 15 - PTL Rummage Sale 11 a.m.- 3 p.m.  
Aug. 17 – Teachers on duty    Aug. 25 – First day of school 

Deaths 
 

July 12: Neil Taverna, 90, passed 
away peacefully in Fargo. A celebration 
of life was held Tuesday, July 21, at 
Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church.  
 

Neil was born on Sept. 10, 1935, in 
New Rockford, ND to Jacob and Delma 
Taverna. He graduated from New Rockford High 
School in 1954. He attended North Dakota State 
University and earned a Masters in education. 
 

Neil married June Moe, on June 5, 1954. They lived 
in Fargo and Casselton, ND and Thief River Falls, 
MN before moving to LaMoure in 1975. June 
passed in 1993. 
 

Neil was a dedicated instructor and principal. He 
was passionate about hunting with his boys, golfing 
and playing pinochle and chess. 
 

In 1999, he married Karen Mart and enjoyed a  
fulfilling retirement in Fargo. 
 

Neil is survived by his wife, Karen; children Jake 
(Connie) Taverna, Scott (Nan) Taverna, Tami (Curt) 
Young, and Jon (Nancy) Taverna; stepchildren 
Tisha (Lee) Paplow, Scott (Kari) Mart; 13 grand- 
children and 11 great-grandchildren. 

 



“Main Street Living North”  
TV Program News 
 

“Main Street Living” is a liturgical worship service 
broadcasting a different local pastor each Sunday 
morning. It airs along with the classic Lutheran Hour 
program, This is the Life.  Both can be viewed at  
9 a.m. on KVRR (FOX) and 10 a.m. on WDAY Xtra 
(ABC). Visit www.mainstreetliving.com/north/ to 
view current and past episodes. 
 

To add your financial support, send checks to Main 
Street Living North, 821 Fifth Ave. S., Fargo, ND, 
58103, or donate by credit card or your PayPal  
account on the website. God’s blessing in Christ! 
 

August pastors and sermons are as follows: 
 

Aug. 2: Rev. Kent Borglum, St. John's Lutheran 
Church, Montevideo, MN, presents the message: 
“Christ's Gifts Are More Than Enough" based on 
Matthew 14:13-21. This Is the Life:  “Return Trip.” 
 

Aug. 9: Rev. Bruce Noennig, Zion Lutheran Church, 
Detroit Lakes, MN, presents the message. 
This Is the Life: “Some People Need Help.”  
 

Aug. 16: Rev. Mark Chepulis, President, ND District 
LCMS, presents the message: "A Righteousness 
Not Your Own" based on Luke 18:9-14. This Is the 
Life: “Jeremy.” 
 

Aug. 23: Rev. Dan Bodin, Beautiful Savior Lutheran 
Church, Fargo, presents the message: "From Dead 
to Alive" based on Isaiah 51:1-6. This Is the 
Life:  “Flight Plan.” 
 

Aug. 30: Rev. Brock Schmeling, Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Great Bend, and Peace Lutheran Church, 
Barney, presents the message: "The seed that 
bears all the fruit", based on Galatians 3:16. This  
Is the Life: “Amazing Grace.”  
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BSLC Bible Studies 
 

10:15 a.m. Sunday Bible Study: 
A Study of The Book of Acts - 
See how God the Holy Spirit 
was at work in His creation, creating and supporting 
faith in peoples’ lives and working through the Acts 
(or actions) of the Apostles. You are invited to hear 
and see how God’s redemptive plan plays out in the 
earliest days of the Christian Church. 
 

6 p.m. Sunday night Lutheran Young Adult  
Bible Study - The young adult Bible study group  
for those in their 20s to 30s meets weekly at 6 p.m. 
All studies include a Bible study, prayer and  
fellowship.  

 

9 a.m. Thursday Women’s Bible study: 
“Understanding Your Blessings in Christ” -  
As God’s children, we have everything we could  
ever need for daily life. Yet we often miss these  
riches because we don’t know what they are. As you 
study Ephesians you’ll discover the keys to becoming 
spiritually strong; the spiritual armor that protects you 
in life’s battles; the incredible spiritual blessings God 
has given you and the ways you can make use of 
these riches. We will take the month of August off 
and resume in September. 
 

8 a.m. Saturday Aug. 1 - Men’s Bible Breakfast: 
The Men’s Bible Breakfast will meet from 8-9:30 a.m. 
on Saturday, Aug. 1. Breakfast will be served for a 
freewill offering to help defray the costs of future 
breakfasts. We use the book “Thirty Virtues that  
Build a Man” by Vince Miller and it is not necessary  
to purchase the book.  

Memory Verse Challenge 
 

Aug. 2: Ephesians 4:32 - Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another,  
as God in Christ forgave you. 
 

Aug. 9: 2 Thessalonians 2:16–17 - Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and God  
our Father, who loved us and gave us eternal comfort and good hope through grace,  
comfort your hearts and establish them in every good work and word. 
 

Aug. 16: Titus 3:4–6 - When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, He saved us, 
not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to His own mercy, by the washing of  
regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
 

Aug. 23: 2 John 6 - This is love, that we walk according to His commandments; this is the commandment,  
just as you have heard from the beginning, so that you should walk in it. 
 

Aug. 30: 2 Samuel 7:22 - You are great, O Lord God. For there is none like You, and there is no God besides 
You, according to all that we have heard with our ears. 
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August Youth Events 
 

Destination Unknown: Where will the youth go this week? Join us each week  

for a surprise destination, devotions, games, snacks, faith and fun!  
 

     Wednesday, Aug. 5: 8-9 p.m. - grade 6-12 LYF  

     Wednesday, Aug. 12: 8-9 p.m. - grade 6-12 LYF 

     Wednesday, Aug. 19: 8-9 p.m. - grade 6-12 LYF  

     Wednesday, Aug. 26: 8-9 p.m. - grade 6-12 LYF  
 

 

Monday, Aug. 10: Zone Youth Event at Thunder Road - This event is for sixth through twelfth-graders  

in the fall. Enjoy laser tag, miniature golf, go-cart rides, batting cages and more, along with Bible study.  

Parents please drop off and pick up your kids from Thunder Road. We will be meeting from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

Monday, Aug. 10. Cost is $20 in advance. $25 the day of event. Snacks will be provided. Forms are on the 

church website or in the narthex and may be returned to the office.  

2026-2027 Pre-K-6th Grade  

Christian Education Registration Form 

Please fill out this form and return it to the church office.  

You may also email the completed form to the church at office@bslcfargo.org. 

  Name of parent(s):  __________________________________________________________ 

  Home Phone: __________Address:  ____________________________________________ 

 City:_________________________________  State: _________  Zip Code: _____________ 

 Cell: # ______________ Parent name:_______________ E-mail ______________________ 

 Cell: # ______________ Parent name:_______________ E-mail ______________________ 

 Allergies or Other Medical Conditions: ______________________________________________ 

 May we use pictures of your child on BSLC social media, website and publications? 

 Yes      No       ______________________________________________________________ 

                                guardian/parent signature   

Names of Children      Birthdate           Baptism Date    Age   Grade (26/27)      

_______________________     ____________      ___________     ____   ________  

_______________________     ____________      ___________   ____   ________ 

_______________________     ____________      ___________     ____   ________ 

_______________________     ____________      ___________     ____   ________ 
   

 I am interested in helping  in the following areas:     

       Leader         Attendance            Memory Work 

      Team Leader/Sub           Classroom Helper       Crafts 

       Help with Christmas Program  Please indicate a preferred grade ______ 

Sunday School begins Sept. 13, 2026  

Sunday School Classes available for children ages 3 thru Grade 12 



Contact Us: 

PHONE : (701) 293-1047 

EMAIL:  office@bslcfargo.org 
WEB:  www.beautifulsaviorfargo.com 
FACEBOOK:  www.facebook.com/BeautifulSaviorLutheranFargo 

Office Hours: 

9:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. Monday-Thursday 
 

Pastor Chris and Pastor Dan are available by appointment. 
 

Worship Schedule:  
9 a.m. Sunday 
10 a.m. Coffee and Fellowship 
10:15 a.m. Adult Bible Study 
 

Holy Communion is celebrated on the first, third and fifth  
Sundays of each month.  
 

Worship Services available at: 
www.beautifulsaviorfargo.com 
www.youtube.com/@beautifulsaviorfargo2660/streams 
www.facebook.com/BeautifulSaviorLutheranFargo 
Sermon podcasts on our website & iTunes app 
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