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| am Proud of Our Synod for Its Overwhelming
Encouragement at the 2025 Youth Gathering
By Pastor Chris

After attending several LCMS National Youth Gatherings, | know what to expect.

The five-day convention includes hundreds of presentations on various topics.
This year offered sessions on Biblical masculinity; living in the age of Al;
finding purpose in work and play by celebrating God’s creation and salvation;
understanding mass media influence; and many more. We also attended a
one-hour Bible study focused on the theme “Endure” durlng the three full days
of the gathering.

Various exhibitors such as Orphan Grain Train, Concordia
system schools, LCMS districts and other Recognized

Service Organizations offered free swag and information
on various services. Every congregation also participated |
in a servant event during the gathering. Beautiful Savior
packed boxes of Arch books to send to children in Liberia.

For the first four nights, all gathering participants
gathered at the Superdome to sing hymns and praise
songs and hear speakers such as Rev. Michael Ziegler
of the Lutheran Hour. The gathering concluded as 20,000 people attended
Divine Service with LCMS President Matthew
Harrison preaching.

All the wonderful usual suspects made an
appearance, including the brightly colored YAVs.
Identified by their bright orange shirts, 19- to 25-
year-old Young Adult Volunteers (YAVs) serve
as role models and servant leaders throughout
the gathering. From the beginning, these young
men and women enthusiastically welcomed
participants into the convention center with high
fives, loud cheers and warm smiles. To an
almost overwhelming extent.

(Continued on Page 2.)

Rally Sunday, Sept. 7
8:15a.m. and 10:45 a.m. - Worship
9:15 a.m. - Coffee and Fellowship

Upcoming Fall Dates
Wednesday, Aug. 27

7 p.m. - last Wednesday night service 9:30 a.m. - Education Hour
Sunday, Aug. 31 Third-graders re(.:ei\./e.BibIes at e_:ither service
9 am. - last Sunday summer service Noon - potluck picnic in fellowship hall

LWML Loose Change Sunday

Wednesday, Sept. 3
6:15 p.m. - Confirmation grades 7, 8 & 9
7:40 p.m. - Confirmation parent meeting

Wednesday, Sept. 10
7:30-9 p.m. - Destination Unknown 6-12

New Member Sunday, Sept. 14
New Member recognition at either service



| am Proud of Our Synod for Its Overwhelming
Encouragement at the 2025 Youth Gathering

(Continued from Page 1.)

And then came something | did not expect. Another “Christian”
group decided to protest the youth gathering and rain on the whole
parade. When we arrived at the convention center the morning of
the scheduled protest, a wall of YAVs, along with Louisiana State
Troopers, New Orleans City Police and other volunteers created a
barrier between the protesters and those attending the gathering.

The YAVs shone brightly — not just because of their glowing shirts —
but also because of their commitment to do what they had been
doing all week: enthusiastically welcoming participants into the
convention center with high fives, loud cheers and warm smiles.

It all spoke volumes: “Don’t be alarmed. Nothing to worry about here.
Celebrate this week of growth and fellowship and salvation in Christ.
That has not changed.”

Interestingly enough, Hebrews 12:1-3 served
as the theme verses of the gathering. It reads:
“Therefore, because we are surrounded by
so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay
aside every weight, and sin which clings so
closely, and let us run with endurance the
race that is set before us, looking to Jesus,
the founder and perfecter of our faith, who
for the joy that was set before him endured
the cross, despising the shame, and is
seated at the right hand of the throne of God.
Consider him who endured from sinners such
hostility against himself, so that you may not
grow weary or fainthearted.”

God is always faithful. Hebrews 11 offers examples of a “cloud of
witnesses,” Old Testament figures such as Noah, Abraham and
countless others who believed and received what God had promised.
Yet the greatest promise was yet to come in Christ. “For all the
promises of God find their Yes in Him,” (2 Corinthians 1:20).

Christ endured rejection and sorrow his entire life on earth. He then
endured the rejection and sorrow of the cross for you. He did so joyfully
and lovingly because He knew it meant salvation and eternal life for you.

That means we

also belong to this |
cloud of witnesses.
We proclaim the
faith. We endure

in Jesus. We endure
as the people of
God. We walk
together. We saw
this tangibly
through our Bible study leaders, session presenters and all those
who served at the gathering, especially our YAVs. Their shouts of
encouragement during a potentially volatile time brought me to tears.

In Christ and empowered by Him, we go and do likewise. We
proclaim the faith. We endure in Jesus. We endure as the people of

God. We walk together. Yot s

W,
N
Page 2 N

e

ENDURE

Sermon Copies
Now Available

If you would like to follow along with
the sermon during the service, you
may ask an usher for a copy.

Celebration of Life
Sunday, Aug. 17

Kim E. Wagner, formerly
of Fargo, passed away on
June 13, 2025. A short
memorial service will be held in the
sanctuary at 1 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 17
at Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church
followed by a Celebration of Life
reception in the Fellowship Hall.

The link to the full obituary (written
by Kim) is: https://www.westford
funeralhome.com/obituaries/
kim-wagner

College Students
Addresses

Please leave your child’s new
college address with the church
office. This allows us to keep in
contact with them as well as to notify
the campus ministry so they can
make contact with your child.

Thank You Volunteers

Thank you to all the volunteers who
came to “spring” clean the church in
the past few weeks. We appreciate
all you have done to make God’s
House clean and spotless. There are
still a few rooms to clean before
Sunday School and Confirmation
begin for the year.




Sunday School Begins Sept. 7,
Volunteers Needed
, : " Nekogy, /]
The first day of Sunday school is \/
Sunday, Sept. 7. Please register your R\ s

child for class as soon as possible. ¥ e
The registration form can be foundon [ __. EA@\

Y
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page seven of the newsletter, in the
narthex or on the church website.

As the school year approaches, we are

looking for classroom leaders, team leaders/subs,
assistance in classrooms, help with memory work,
attendance, and help with the Christmas program.
Let Stacy Knudson, Pastor Chris, Pastor Dan or the
office know if you are willing to help our Sunday
School program in any way.

RALLY SUNDAY

Rally Sunday Picnic

=1=
Come celebrate rally Sunday! >
Following the 10:45 a.m. service, JZ 2% o e o
there will be an opportunity for PICNIC

fellowship and fun with a church

potluck beginning at noon on Sunday, Sept. 7, in
the fellowship hall. Hamburgers and brats will be
provided. Bring a side dish or dessert to share and
enjoy a picnic and fellowship with your church family!

A Word from the
ND District President

The ND District supports missions

throughout the U.S. and world:

e $25,000 per year to the Confessional Lutheran
Church, for two congregations one in Constitucion,
Chile, and another in Talca, Chile.

e $25,000 per year to a boarding school, Project
24 and its child sponsorship program, Christ’s Care
for Children in Kenya. Check them out at: http://www.
Icms.org/make-a-gift/christs-care-for-children-kenya.
e $10,000 per year to Shepherd’s Hill at the
Crossroads, our only Lutheran Camp in North
Dakota. Check them out at www.shretreat.org.

e Lutheran Family Service is a Recognized Service
Organization of the LCMS that provides mental health
care from a Biblical perspective. Congregation members
can access counseling services via telehealth. The
ND District does not financially support LFS.

If you would like to donate to any of these mission
projects contact the district office at 701-293-9001.

-Rev. Mark Chepulis, North Dakota District President

Confirmation Begins Sept. 3 - ’l':

This year’s confirmation program will ] 1
begin Wednesday, Sept. 3. The purpose At
of confirmation is to learn about and to COH[]HH&HOH
grow in the faith into which the individual is

baptized. Throughout history, the church also has
used a time of instruction to prepare Christians to

take communion. Scripture teaches that when a
congregation celebrates communion, the individuals
communing there make a public confession of the
faith as taught by that congregation and, by
extension, its church body.

Beautiful Savior has a three-year confirmation
program designed for seventh- through ninth-

graders. Confirmation meets from 6:15 to 7:30 p.m.

on Wednesdays from September through April-May.
We will have a parent informational meeting at

7:40 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 3, after the first class
with further details. If you are new to Beautiful

Savior, please fill out an information form prior to

the meeting.

Texas Flooding —
Disaster Relief

We continue to lift up in prayer those
affected by the tragic flooding that occurred in Texas
in July. The best way for us to help is with our prayers
and our financial support. If you would like to make a
donation towards the relief efforts, please go

to: https://txicms.org/congregations/disaster-relief/ and
click the “donate” button at the top of the page. If you
would like to donate via check, you may write the
check to Beautiful Savior and place it in the offering
plate. Make sure to note “Texas Disaster Relief.”

LWML Fall Luncheon
Saturday, Oct. 4

The Beautiful Savior LWML will host

a fall brunch starting at 10 a.m. Saturday,
Oct. 4. The theme is “She is clothed with
Strength and dignity,” (Proverbs 31:25). |
The event will begin with a vintage fashion 4§ &
show by the FM Community Theater
followed by a brunch. There will be a shop

and drop auction and table preview starting at
9:30 a.m. and a special donation will be taken /4.
for the FM Community Theater.

Let the church office know if you are interested in
sponsoring a table, would like to be a guest or will
donate a silent auction item.



Clubs and Service Groups

Elders - our elders greet members and visitors,
help the pastors with any needs and see that all
goes well at worship service. If you have any
concerns for our church, please talk to head elder
Adam Tykwinski or any of the other elders.

BSLC Coffee Club - BSLC members -

men and women of any age - are invited to gather
at 9 a.m. on Friday mornings at the Fryn’ Pan.

Quilting and Fellowship - Join us from
10:30 a.m.- 2 p.m. Aug. 14 and 28. The coffee is
always on, and we have lunch at noon. You do not

need to know how to sew; we just like to have fun.
Call Donna Ceroll at 232-2464 with questions.

Gold Club - Gather together and enjoy some
potluck food, faith and fellowship. Our next lunch will
be at noon on Wednesday, Aug. 20. Bring a dish to
share. Invite a friend. Gold Club is for anyone!

Beautiful Garden - if you haven't come in

a while, we have veggies to pick, a bit of weeding
and some fun and fellowship. Bring your gloves,
water, a hoe and a container for veggies. Our weekly
gardening sessions are at 5 p.m. on Tuesdays,
Thursdays or whenever it works best for you. If you
would like to be added to the communication list,
please email Tim at Tim.deitemeyer@hotmail.com.

Evangelism and Stewardship - There
will be an evangelism and stewardship committee
meeting at 5 p.m. Monday, Aug. 25, in the fellowship
hall. Anyone is invited to attend.

Operation Christmas Child - we will
meet from 6-7:30 Monday, Aug. 11 and 25. Bring
your shoebox donations in now. This helps us plan
for what we still need. At our Shoebox G.O. Crew
meetings we pray, prepare and plan for the OCC
packing party which will be Sunday Nov. 16, between
services. Bring a friend, everyone is welcome!

OCC began in the early 1990’s with a request to fill
shoeboxes with gifts for children in war-torn Bosnia.
Franklin Graham asked Ross Rhoads, pastor of
Calvary Church in Charlotte, NC, to help. Within
weeks, the church had assembled 11,000 gift-filled
shoeboxes. Combined with shoeboxes from Canada,
Samaritan’s Purse sent 28,000 shoebox gifts to
children in Bosnia that Christmas.

Since 1993, more than 232 million children in over 170
countries and territories have received a shoebox gift.
Shoebox gifts are collected in the U.S., Canada, the
U.K., Germany, Switzerland, Austria, Spain, Finland,
Australia, New Zealand and South Korea.
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LWML - LWML Loose Change Wednesday and
Sunday will be Aug. 27 and Aug. 31 - Bring your
change, bills or checks to help support missions.

41st Biennial Convention Recap - Six women from
Beautiful Savior - Marlys Gregory, Jane Kunkel,
Shirley Elsner, Rita Kaeding, Loretta Swanson, and
Emma Parkman - as well as 19 other sisters in
Christ from North Dakota and Minnesota traveled on
June 25-29, to the LWML convention in Omaha, NE.
On the way, they stopped at Mission Central, Mapleton,
IA, for a tour with Gary Thies and Rev. Steve Schulz.
They saw the Creation Theater and were told how
and why each of God'’s animals were created.

The theme for the convention was “Growing in God’s
Grace,” based on 2 Peter 3:18. The convention
started on Thursday evening with a communion
service and sermon on “Building the Body.” Attendees
took part in servant events tying quilts, making
bracelets, writing cards for military, etc. and giving to
“Gifts from the Heart.” There were early morning and
evening Bible studies, special interest luncheons and
the bi-state mission pledge walk (Nebraska and lowa)

The convention ended with a service of sending
worship with the theme of “Going in God’s Grace.”
There were 3,774 in attendance with a mission goal
set for $2,622,270 for the 2025-2027 biennium. This
goal, by the grace of God, will fund 33 mission grants.
The next convention will be July 8-11, 2027 in
Oklahoma City, OK.

Turtle Mountain Ladies Retreat Sept. 26-28 -
“Liturgical Worship: A faithful vehicle for delivering the
Gospel of Jesus Christ.” Sept. 26-28, Shepherd’s Hill.
Registration forms are in the narthex.




This Little Light of Mine

By Pastor Dan
It's amazing the power of a candle.

My family spends time doing a family devotion as part of our bedtime routine. It’s one small way to help the
kids settle down and shift gears in hopes of transitioning to sleeping children. (I'll be honest, bedtime has
been a struggle for us for years.) Spending time focusing on God’s Word and doing our nighttime prayers
certainly can’t hurt, right?

But, as many of you parents know, the mood and activity level that children are at doesn’t just turn on a dime.
How do you get kids who were running around, playing with their siblings, speaking in a volume that carries

from room to room, busy and active—you know, being normal kids—how do you get them to sit down, be quiet,
and listen, as we spend time focusing on God’s Word?

My wife and | have focused on things like consistency, putting the toys away

(or at least not in their hands), and staying seated (as much as their little bodies
would allow) to help facilitate good listening ears. But it never seemed like it was
enough. | wondered if there was some trick or hint we were missing? And sure
enough, God provided the answer.

| can’t remember if | read it somewhere or saw a video of it, but one resource |
was consuming suggested lighting candles at dinner to help children realize that
dinner was a special time that required special behavior. | figured, if that works for
the dinner table, where physical food is being consumed, that might also work for
family devotional time, when spiritual food is on the menu.

And, at least in my family, it has worked okay (for the most part). It’s not a
guaranteed behavior changer, but it can certainly help. | have found this to be
true especially when the rest of the lights are turned off; when the only source of
light is coming from the flame of the candle.

Jesus says in Matthew 5:15-16, “Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put
it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before
others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.”

Perhaps in your family, you too can “light a lamp” and “put it on a stand,” as your family focuses on the true
Light of the world—Jesus, our Savior. As recorded in John 8:12, “Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, ‘l am
the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”

-%/Zs}of V""—

This article was also published on Pastor Dan’s Blog “My Home a Lighthouse,”
found at myhomealighthouse.com.

LCMS Memory Verse Challenge

Aug. 3: Colossians 1:15 - He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.

Aug. 10: 1 Corinthians 15:57 - But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our
Lord Jesus Christ.

Aug. 17: Mark 12:30-31 - “And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all
your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.” The second is this: “You shall love
your neighbor as yourself.” There is no other commandment greater than these.

Aug. 24: James 5:16 - Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may
be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working.

Aug. 31: Isaiah 41:10 - Fear not, for | am with you; be not dismayed, for | am your God; | will strengthen you,
I will help you, | will uphold you with my righteous right hand.




“Main Street Living North”
TV Program News

August pastors and sermons are as follows:

Aug. 3: Rev. Thomas Clark, Immanuel Lutheran
Church, Hankinson, and St. John’s Lutheran
Church, Belford Township, presents the message:
“Winning in Christ” based on Ecclesiastes 2:18-26
and Luke 12:13-21. This Is the Life: “Give and Take."

Aug. 10: Rev. Robert Hill, St. Paul’s Lutheran
Church, Wimbledon, St. Paul Lutheran Church,
Kensal, Our Savior Lutheran Church, Pettibone,
and Redeemer Lutheran Church, Woodworth,
presents a message: “Fear Not, Little Flock” based
on Luke 12:32. This Is the Life: "No Tears For Bill."

Aug. 17: Rev. Keith Ratcliffe, Immanuel Lutheran
Church, Fergus Falls, MN, presents the message:
“To Run the Race of God” based on Hebrews
12:1-2. This Is the Life: "Two Weeks to Eternity."

Aug. 24: Rev. Brock Schmeling, Trinity Lutheran
Church, Great Bend, and Peace Lutheran Church,
Barney, presents the message: “Rabbi, You Are the
Son of God! You Are the King of Israel!” based on
John 1:43-51 This Is the Life: “House of Sand."

Aug. 31: Rev. Michael Suelzle, Grace Lutheran
Church, Fargo, presents the message: “Who’s
Invited?” based on Luke 14:13-14. This Is the Life:
"The Reluctant Witness."

To add your financial support, send checks to Main
Street Living North, 821 Fifth Ave. S., Fargo, ND,
58103, or donate by credit card or your PayPal
account on the website. God’s blessing in Christ!

Grace Lutheran School News

There is still time to enroll at GLS this fall. We
have openings in P-K for 4 and 5 year olds and
Kindergarten. We are here to help you raise your
children by teaching critical thinking skills and
providing Christ-like character development,

in the faith and encouraging lives of faith and
service. Subsidies, incentives and scholarships
are available to make Lutheran education possible
for all.

GLS is hosting a brat stand at the Northport
Hornbachers, 2520 Broadway, Fargo, from 11 a.m.
to 7 p.m. Aug. 8 and 9. All proceeds go toward the
new playground.

Upcoming Events:

Aug. 8 & 9 — Brat Stand 11 a.m. -7 p.m.

Aug. 27 - First Day of School - chapel at 8:40 a.m.
(every Wednesday all year, all welcome)

Sept. 1 — No School - Labor Day
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Upcoming Bible Studies

10:15 a.m. Sunday Bible study: “Mystagogy:
Training in the ‘mystery’ that is the worship
service” - We will cover what the Bible says about
worship; understanding the order of worship, the
things that stay the same and understanding the
variety in worship, the things that change.

Other topics covered will be other worship services,
the worship space and furniture, Christian symbols
and homiletics.

6 p.m. Sunday night Lutheran Young Adult Bible
Study - The young adult Bible study group for
individuals in their 20’s to 30’s will meet weekly at

6 p.m. in the student room at Immanuel Lutheran
Church. It will be led by Pastor Bernie Worral. There
will be a Bible study, prayer and fellowship.

7 p.m. - Tuesday night Bible study: “Revealing
Revelation” - The book of Revelation is the
assurance of Christ’s victory over sin, death and
the power of the devil. It is the culmination of
Christ’'s promise to make all things new. Join us
as we explore this important book of the Bible.

9 a.m. Thursday morning Women'’s Bible study
“Life Lessons from Daniel and Esther” - Staying
faithful when the pressure was most intense. That's
what these two did. The Jewish people had reason
to be depressed. Their nation had been conquered.
Their hometown was in ruins. They were living in
captivity. Yet from the ashes, God raised up two key
figures to preserve the Jewish race.

GLS Growing Together in Grace

As we approach the end of the first phase of the
GTIG capital improvement campaign, we are filled
with deep gratitude for your faithful support, prayer,
and shared commitment to the mission and ministry
of Grace Lutheran School.

Like a lot of projects you’ve been involved with over
the years, you know that cost is always a moving
target. We are poised to finish strong with just
$155,000 (more or less) left to raise.

As you review your giving goals for the year, please
consider helping GLS finish this project completely
debt free. Gifts can be made online at
www.glsfargo.org or sent to the school:

Attn: PACE, 1025 14 Ave S, Fargo, ND 58103.

May God bless your generosity and continue to
guide us as we grow.



http://www.glsfargo.org

2025-2026 Pre-K-6th Grade

Christian Education Registration Form
Please fill out this form and return it to the church office.
You may also email the completed form to the church at office@bslcfargo.org.

Name of parent(s):

Home Phone: Address:

City: State: Zip Code:
Cell: # Parent name: E-mail

Cell: # Parent name: E-mail

Allergies or Other Medical Conditions:

May we use pictures of your child on BSLC social media, website and publications?

Yes [1 No [

guardian/parent signature
Names of Children Birthdate Baptism Date Age Grade (25/26)

| am interested in helping in the following areas:

1 Leader [ Attendance "1 Memory Work
[J Team Leader/Sub [J Classroom Helper [ Crafts
[ Help with Christmas Program Please indicate a preferred grade

Sunday School begins Sept. 7, 2025
Sunday School Classes available for children ages 3 thru Grade 12

.
ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

August Youth Events
Join us each week for devotions, games, snacks, faith and fun! ‘ n
Wednesday, Aug. 6: 8-9 p.m. - grade 6-12 LYF |

Wednesday, Aug. 13: 8-9 p.m. - grade 6-12 LYF N 'WS
Wednesday, Aug. 20: 8-9 p.m. - grade 6-12 LYF [
Wednesday, Aug. 27: 8-9 p.m. - grade 6-12 LYF

Monday, Aug. 11: Zone Youth Event at Thunder Road - This event is for sixth through twelfth-graders
in the fall. Enjoy laser tag, miniature golf, go-cart rides, batting cages and more, along with Bible study.
Parents please drop off and pick up your kids from Thunder Road. We will be meeting from 6:30 p.m. to
8:30 p.m. Aug. 11. Cost is $20 in advance. $25 the day of event. Snacks will be provided. Forms are on
the church website or in the narthex and may be returned to the office.
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Pastor Chris and Pastor Dan are available by appointment.

Worship Schedule:

7 pm. Wednesday

9 a.m. Sunday

10:15 a.m. Sunday Adult Bible Study

Holy Communion is celebrated on the first, third and fifth
Sundays of each month. Pastor Chris and Pastor Dan are
available by appointment Monday - Friday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Worship Services available at:
www.beautifulsaviorfargo.com
www.youtube.com
www.facebook.com/BeautifulSaviorLutheranFargo
Sermon podcasts on our website & iTunes app
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