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Jesus Was Dead
By Pastor Chris

Easter demonstrates Christ keeps His Word. Imagine yourself as Christ’s
disciple trying to process this moment. The one who had proclaimed the
Kingdom of Heaven’s arrival had died! How could someone who ushered in
this kingdom with abounding compassion, authoritative teaching, powerful
miracles and faith-creating preaching face such a brutal execution?

What a bitter end! What would happen now? Had the Kingdom not come as
promised?

In the wake of difficult events, we can trace out worse-case scenarios and
imagine our future as a playground for disaster. Indeed, life in a sinful world
brings troubles, sorrow and loss—all of which can weigh heavy on us. But we
have a Lord who overcomes all these things and never leaves us or forsakes
us. But our head gets so filled with our own ideas that it can shut off belief. It
can turn a deaf ear to God’s Word. It can question God’s promise.

Yes, Jesus was dead. But our Lord had told His disciples this moment would
come. He also explained that death would not win the day.

(Continued on Page 2.)

T Holy Week Schedule T

Palm Sunday - March 29
“A New Beginning!” - Exodus 34:1-8
8:15 and 10:45 a.m.
Holy Thursday - April 2
“Access!” — Exodus 24:1-11
7 p.m. Worship with Holy Communion
Good Friday - April 3
“Agnus Dei” — Exodus 12:1-3
7 p.m. Worship

The Resurrection of Our Lord - April 5
8:15, 9:30 and 10:45 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion
8:45-10:30 a.m. Breakfast Fundraiser for NYG

No Sunday School or Adult Bible Study
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Jesus Was Dead (Continued from Page 1.)

After Peter confesses Jesus as the Christ, Jesus explains what the
Christ came to accomplish: “From that time Jesus began to show his
disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the
elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day
be raised,” (Matthew 16:21).

Yes, things would get scary. Things would turn
ugly. Things would look bleak. But they would not E'ELSAE'NST.]BIEsG.ﬁs'ngs’
stay that way. Matthew records that Mary
Magdelene and the other Mary went to the tomb .THAT HE MUST®
on the first day of the week. Imagine their surprise .BE K"_LED
meeting an angel, who announced that Jesus had 1l DHTHEJ%IR AY.BE
risen and to share the news with the disciples! ~ E{ARI1A1I8HITE
Matthew also records that Jesus Himself met the WA D=
women: “So they departed quickly from the tomb . .
with fear and great joy and ran to tell his disciples. And behold, Pastor Chris and Jamie
Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came up and took celebrated 24 years of
hold of his feet and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not marriage on Mar. 9
be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will
see me,” (Matthew 28:8-10).

Jesus died. Just as He said. He is risen. Just as He said. He appeared
to His disciples. Just as he said. And even for those of us facing
uncertainty, He has promised He will not leave us or forsake us. By

God’s grace, we trust what He says. .
? P ot Canie

Men’s Bible Breakfast Meets May 2 Palm Sunday Party March 29

Beginning May 2, the Men’s Bible Breakfast will When Jesus entered Jerusalem on Palm Sunday,
now meet monthly (some exceptions due to people celebrated the coming of the Messiah.

holidays) from 8-9:30 a.m. on the g gioe Beautiful Savior will host its
first Saturday of the month, in the ME“S I T own celebration for kids age f
fellowship hall. Breakfast will be BQEAKF four through grade five from &%‘

served for a freewill offering to 1:30-3 p.m. Sunday, March 29,

help defray the costs of future in the fellowship hall. The party

breakfasts. We will be using the will include crafts, snacks and =\

book “Thirty Virtues that Build a the Palm Sunday story. Please

Man” by Vince Miller. It is not pre-register if you plan to

necessary to purchase the book. attend. Registration forms are
available on the church website or in the narthex.

Easter Flowers in Sanctuary

Help decorate the sanctuary for Easter by bringing

your own flowering Easter plant in a decorative pot Easter Breakfast

or pot cover with your name _ '

on them. You can let the » Bring your appetites to

office know if the plantisin ~ “\ EASTER ghrrch this Ealfi:cer! A b

honor or memory of a loved -/ elicious breakfast will be

one, and we Wi||yput it on 6 : FM served on Easter Sunday from 8:45-10:30 a.m.

our Easter listing. Please Thanks to the youth who will be serving our Easter
drop off your plant at church between March 30 and breakfast this year. Stop in the fellowship hall to
April 2. You may take your plant home after the enjoy food and fellowship on this joyous day. A
10:45 a.m. Easter service on Sunday, April 5. freewill offering will be taken to go toward expenses

Thank you for helping decorate the sanctuary. at the 2028 National Youth Gathering.




BSLC Safety Team to be Formed

Pastor Chris, Pastor Dan and Seth Murray attended
 R(H
>"9:"* Q

the Securing Sacred Places
seminar in Fargo last November.
One of the clear takeaways was the $'
value of having a dedicated Safety
Team—something many churches
are putting in place as a practical
step toward caring for their people.

From that, we are moving forward with forming a
team whose mission is simple: to create a safe and
secure environment where all can worship and serve.

This team will take a thoughtful look at safety across
the church like general awareness, emergency
response and reducing risk. The goal is not to change
the welcoming feel of our church, but to strengthen it
by being better prepared. Those who join will receive
training in areas such as recognizing suspicious
behavior, de-escalation, CPR and basic first aid.

We will be holding an initial meeting in May for
anyone interested in learning more or getting
involved. If you feel this is something you'd like to be
part of, please contact Seth Murray or Travis Olson.

BSLC Voters Elect/Appoint Officers

Installation of our elected officers will be held during
both worship services sometime in May. Please
keep our officers in your prayers.

Elected officers:
Director of Education: Stacy Knudson
RRLSA Board Member: Tyler Deitemeyer
Elders: vacant position
Director of Properties: vacant

Appointed officers:
Secretary: Deb Schimek
Treasurer: Craig Hashbarger

Thank you Patrik Tostenson, Scott Persoon and
Tim Deitemeyer for your service.

High School Seniors Pictures and
Graduation Plans Needed _<

Do you have a youth who will graduate ﬁ

from high school in May or June? We @&M a{
would like to know their future plans. 2026
Please give the office an update and a

picture by Friday, April 24. A display with our
seniors future plans will be on the bulletin board in
the narthex. There also will be a short article on our
seniors in our May newsletter. The seniors will be
honored during a Sunday worship service in May.

Confirmation to be Held
Sunday, April 26

Five youth from our congregation will

be confirmed at 10:45 a.m. Sunday, April
26. Please pray for these individuals as
they step forward in their journey of
Christian faith. Our 2026 Confirmands are:

- Joey McLagan - Cooper Pytlik - Addison Tester
- Clare Weber - Miles Weber
Baptisms
March 22: Wyatt Charles Weible, son of
Alex and Alexandra Weible. His sponsors 'YV
are Taylor and Adam Mages. v

:( W
Conimaion

Deaths

March 5: Allan Kunkel, 84, of Fargo,
passed away at the Fargo VA >
Medical Center. His funeral was held |
March 21, 2026 at Beautiful Savior.
Burial was at the North Dakota
Veterans Cemetery, Mandan.

Al was born on April 4, 1941, in

Yakima, WA, to Clarence and Louise Kunkel. He
grew up in New Salem, ND and graduated from high
school in 1959. He enlisted in the Navy, proudly
serving as a Seaman (E-3) from 1959 to 1965.

On Oct. 7, 1978, Al married Jane and together they
raised three sons in Bismarck. Al worked for more
than 16 years delivering groceries to restaurants for
Food Services of America. In 1996, Al and Jane
purchased Leisure Lane Resort on Prairie Lake near
Pelican Rapids, MN, and continued running the
resort until 2001. They moved to Fargo to prepare for
retirement. Al worked to stay active until 2018.

Al is survived by his wife, Jane, and three sons:

Paul (Trish) Kunkel and their children, Beau
(Heather), Jonathan, and Genevieve; Dustan
(Jeanna) Thoemke and their children, Mariah (Ryne)
Bigelow and Tanner (Abby) Thoemke; Benjamin
(Megan) Kunkel and their children, Victoria and
Clarence Dade; and sister Rose Krush. He was
preceded in death by his parents, Clarence and
Louise Kunkel, and brother-in-law, Tony Krush.

At the time of his passing, staff and fellow patients
lined the halls, saluting and placing their hands over
their hearts while taps was played in his honor. It was
a moving tribute to a proud veteran, and one the
family will never forget. The family finds comfort in
knowing Al's strong faith in our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ carried him home.




Clubs and Service Groups

Elders - our Eiders greet members and visitors,
help the pastors with any needs and see that all
goes well at worship service. If you have any
concerns for our church, please talk to head elder
Adam Tykwinski or any of the other elders.

Beautiful Garden - The Beautiful Garden
is looking for more gardeners this year. There is
always plenty of work to do. All

Y/ ]
ages are invited to help with C\Z<\
gardening activities and enjoy Co?ﬁe GIOW
some fellowship. If you would like wITH [
to be added to the communication <=~ =/
list, please email Tim at -

tim.deitemeyer@hotmail.com.

Evangelism and Stewardship - There
will be an evangelism and stewardship committee
meeting at 5 p.m. Monday, April 27, in the fellowship
hall. Come see what we’re all about.

Operation Christmas Child -

2026 Goal - 630 Shoebox Gifts

o Ashoebox gift = a child who gets to hear about Jesus!

o We prepare all year for the packing party. Sorting,
counting, unpackaging, assembling and other tasks
to get shoebox items ready.

Shoebox G.O. Crew Dates:

e 6-7:30 p.m. Monday, April 27. Join us for fun and
fellowship as we serve together!

Collecting Focus for April - Easter clearance!!

o Seasonal stuffed animals, pencils, erasers,
stickers, small toys, bead or craft kits, coloring
books, jump ropes, socks, t-shirts
and more - Easter sales offer lots of
great shoebox gift items!

Stay informed - Scan this QR to view

our updated OCC needs list anytime. O

Gold Club - itis a time to get together and
enjoy some potluck food, faith, and fellowship. Our
next get-together will be at noon on Wednesday,
April 15. Invite a friend; Gold Club is for anyone!

Quilting and Fellowship - Join us from
10:30 a.m~—2 p.m. on Thursday, April 9 and 23. The
coffee is always on, and we have lunch at noon. You
do not need to know how to sew, we just like to have
fun. Call Donna Ceroll at 232-2464 with questions.

BSLC Coffee Club - BSLC members -

men and women of any age - are invited to gather
at 9 a.m. on Friday mornings at the Fryn’ Pan.

\ \

LWML - our next meeting is at 6 p.m. on
Thursday, April 16. All women are invited to come.

LWML is a great way to make new friends and serve
the Lord!

The LWML Spring Event is at 9:15 a.m. Saturday,
April 25, at Trinity Lutheran Church, Hope.

Ingathering items for Hope Early Learning Center -

e Amazon/Target/Walmart Gift Cards

e All Free & Clear Laundry Detergent

e Cascade Liquid Dishwasher Detergent

e 7th Generation Lemongrass Citrus Disinfecting
Multi-Surface Cleaner

o Clorox Wipes
o Dawn Dish Soap * Bleach
o Toilet Paper o Kleenex

We Are Fed by Living Water
LWML North Dakota

District Convention
June 26-28, 2026 - Devils Lake, ND

Join us for the 2026 LWML North Dakota District
Convention to be held June 26-28, in Devils Lake.
Opening worship is Friday evening at St. Peters
Lutheran Church, while Saturday events take place at
Lake Region State College. Come, drink in the Living
Water with your fellow LWML friends. There will be
Bible study, speakers, servant events, fellowship,
food, music and entertainment.

Delegates will have a voice by voting to select mission
grants and elect new officers for the 2026-2028
biennium. If you have a desire to serve the Lord
through any of these offices, our current Nominating
Committee Chairman, Louise Tegtmeier
(nominating@iwmind.org), would love to talk to you.
Watch for special convention publications to come.

We will be assembling and collecting school and
hygiene kits for Orphan Grain Train. The servant
event takes place around 2-2:30 p.m. on Friday
afternoon at the Lake Region State College or near
the convention space.

You can also share your musical gifts by singing in
the convention choir.

We will be collecting items for the Women's Care
Center in Devils Lake. ltems are diapers, unscented
wipes, baby clothes, baby and children books.

Stay tuned for more details at lwmind.org, or check
the Spring issue of The Messenger as we get closer
to convention for ways to getinvolved. Accommodation
information can be seen in the flyer in the narthex.




Accidental Life Advice
By Pastor Dan

Sometimes in life, you come across advice that is good, not only for the activity you are learning, but for life in
general. That happened to me at my latest boxing class.

| was practicing some combinations with a rather “experienced” boxer. He was 61 years old man and had
been boxing for quite some time. He noticed how focused | was trying to keep my gloves up in a defensive
stance, and how tense that was causing me to be. All of this caused me to expend much more energy than
was needed.

Based on how he talked about my technique, it appears to be a fairly common mistake made by many novice
boxers. He said that guys are so scared of getting hit, they overcompensate by tensing up too much. Then,
he said something that struck me to my core. He said, “You gotta learn to live in the chaos of the fight. You
gotta learn to settle in and breathe. And just tighten up when you need to.” Which is not just good boxing
advice, but good life advice in general, as it reflects what we can see in scripture.

Because life in this sin-filled and broken world is full of its own chaos. And
all of us are so scared of getting hit too much in life—be it with a sudden
diagnosis, a lost job, family trauma, or a combination of 1000 little things
that combine to overwhelm. “You gotta learn to live in the chaos.” Or, it
says in Psalm 46:10, “Be still, and know that | am God. | will be exalted
among the nations, | will be exalted in the earth!”

The 61-year-old boxer was letting me in a boxing secret, that even though through Christ %
the punches will come and some might even land, amidst that chaos, it’s who

important “to settle in and breathe.” The Apostle Paul says it this way in
Philippians 4:12-13, “| know how to be brought low, and | know how to
abound. In any and every circumstance, | have learned the secret of facing
plenty and hunger, abundance and need. | can do all things through him

who strengthens me.” Eﬂ]%%

Sadly, verse 13 sometimes gets misunderstood as God will give you special

success, or significant monetary gain, or a distinct ability to “do all things.” But when you read and
understand this verse in the context of what comes just before it, you can see that, in the midst of the chaos
of Paul’s life, the secret he had learned was to settle in and breathe trusting in God, as He gave him the
strength he needed to continue in the fight of faith.

Now, this doesn’t mean the Christian life is to just be a punching bag for everyone else. Because, by living in
the chaos of punches being thrown in life, and by settling in and learning how to breathe, God also helps us
to clench up when we need to, not just to defend, but to strike back. The Apostle Paul helps identify what
we’re up against in Ephesians 6:12 “For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers,
against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of
evil in the heavenly places.”

And what weapon do we get to wield in that fight? Not just some clumsy boxing gloves, but the very Word of
God and the power of the Holy Spirit. Paul reminds us in Ephesians 6:17 that we hold, “the sword of the
Spirit, which is the word of God.” He also says in 2 Corinthians 10:4, “For the weapons of our warfare are not
of the flesh but have divine power to destroy strongholds.”

This “divine power” of the weapons of our spiritual warfare finds its source in the ultimate victory Christ has
achieved over sin, death, and the devil through his death and resurrection. Jesus says in John 16:33, “| have
said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart;
| have overcome the world.”

So, as you engage in life in this world that Jesus has overcome, live in the chaos of the fight, settle in and
breathe, and tighten up when you need to, confident your God is on your side. For like it says in 1 Timothy
6:12, “Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called and about which
you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses.”

-('/Z;’,or 170\/\.

me.

Philippians 4:13, NKJV




BSLC Bible Studies BLe
9:30 a.m. Sunday Bible Study: TUDY

A Study of The Book of Acts - %
See how God the Holy Spirit

was at work in His creation, creating and supporting
faith in peoples’ lives, working through the Acts (or
actions) of the Apostles. You are invited to hear and

see how God’s redemptive plan plays out in the
earliest days of the Christian Church.

5:30 p.m. Sunday night Family Bible Study:
“The Chosen Season 5”- Join us at 5:30 p.m.
for our family Bible study “The Chosen.” We will
have a potluck meal in the
fellowship hall at 5:30 p.m.,
watch the nightly episode at
6 p.m., have a discussion at
7 p.m. and end our study by
7:30 p.m. Bring your family and friends for a night of
fellowship and faith. The study will last approximately
eight weeks.

6 p.m. Sunday night Lutheran Young Adult
Bible Study - The young adult Bible study group
for individuals in their 20s to 30s meets weekly
at 6 p.m. All studies will include a Bible study,
prayer and fellowship.

7 p.m. - Tuesday night Bible study: “Gospel of
Matthew” - We will do a deep dive into the first 11
chapters of Matthew’s Gospel. Many of the Gospel
readings from this upcoming church year will come
from the Gospel of Matthew. Let Pastor Chris know
if you would like to join this study as we will be using
books from CPH to accompany the study.

9a.m. Thursday Women'’s Bible study: “Growing
in Wisdom and Faith”- How can you develop a
faith that will remain strong when everyday
circumstances get you down? Where can you get
the wisdom that will help you to make the right
choices in life’s many decisions? The book of
James answers to these questions and many others.

“Main Street Living North”
TV Program News

April pastors and sermons are as follows:

April 5: Rev. Randy Sturzenbecker, South Dakota
District Office, LCMS, Sioux Falls, S.D., presents
the message: “Helpless, Fearful, and Hopeless No
More. Christ Is Risen!" based on Matthew 28:1-10.
This Is the Life: “A Child’s Easter Sermon.”

April 12: Rev. Michael Suelzle, Grace Lutheran
Church, Fargo, presents the message: “God as
Man” based on Acts 5:29. This Is the Life: "Finders
Keepers.”

April 19: Rev. Justin Whitmore, Saint John's
Lutheran Church, Perham, MN, presents the
message: “That | May Live Under Him" based on 1
Peter 1:17-25. This Is the Life: "A Girl’'s Best Friend.”

April 26: Rev. Dr. Chris Brademeyer, St. John's
Lutheran Church, Oakes, presents the message:
“Grief and Joy" based on John 16:16-22. This Is the
Life: “Song of the Night.”

To add your financial support, send checks to Main
Street Living North, 821 Fifth Ave. S., Fargo, ND,
58103, or donate by credit card or your PayPal
account on the website. God’s blessing in Christ!

LCEF North Dakota District
College Scholarship

The Lutheran Church Extension Fund

(LCEF) North Dakota District College Scholarship

is offering a $500 scholarship to one student in

the North Dakota District. Applications close
Wednesday, April 15. The winner will be announced
on Tuesday, May 5. Apply at
Icef.org/northdakotascholarship.

Memory Verse Challenge

April 5: Romans 10:9-10 - Because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and
believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart
one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved.

April 12: Ephesians 2:13-14 - Now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been
brought near by the blood of Christ. For He Himself is our peace, who has made us both one

and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility.

April 19: Mark 12:29-31 - Jesus answered, “The most important [commandment] is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The
Lord our God, the Lord is one. And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.” The second is this: “You shall love your neighbor as
yourself.” There is no other commandment greater than these.”

April 26: John 17:17 - Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth.

\" ¢




3"1 IlS'é" Sunday School News Grace Lutheran School News

%‘ The PreK through fourth-graders Pasta With a Purpose Spaghetti Dinner will be from
o > Will be singing at both worship 11 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. on Saturday, April 18, at Grace
‘Sﬂnqﬂl services on Sunday, April 19. Lutheran School. The purpose of this year’s event is
* Please have your student at the “Equipment for Assembly,” which includes an
church by 8 a.m. for a short practice. They are updated audio-video system in the gym, four more
welcome to sing at one or both services. stage platforms, and/or 30 new plastic eight-foot

tables. Tickets are $15 for 12+ and $10 for children
4 to 11. Under three eat free. Tickets are available at
the door or online at glsfargo.org.

Camp Grace is summer childcare at GLS. We have
space available for children 4 to11 years old. You do
not need to be a student at GLS to attend Camp
Grace. Camp runs from 7:30 a.m. — 6 p.m. daily from
June 1 — Aug. 21. Full- or half-days are available.
More information at glsfargo.org.

GLS recently sent five teams to Immanuel Lutheran
School in Walker, MN, for the Bible Knowledge Bowil.
Our 4 to 7 grade students brought home two first-
place finishes, one second-place, and two third-
place. Fourth-eighth grade students also had a
geography fair in March featuring in-depth

LCMS Summer Bible Camps presentations on 10 states and 19 countries!

GLS raised more than $198,000, including the
Shepherd’s Hill at the Crossroads is $100,000 match on Giving Hearts Day. At this time,
now taking registrations for summer a large portion of those funds have been set aside
camp. Check out their website at while we deliberate the best use of them. Thank you
www_.shretreat.org or Alora \ all so much for being part of our very special Giving
Woodruffdirector@shretreat.org. CHU RCHJ Hearts Day.
Brochures can be found in the if Jt ; .
narthex. ; : Upcoming Dates:
Lutheran Island Camp is now taking ﬁg::: féG_—PI%/?/'SA:[gr Break

registrations for summer camps. For a full list and
description of all their summer camp programs and
registration, visit their website at
http://www.islandcamp.org/registration.

May 11 — Music Concert 6:30 pm
May 25 — No School
May 29 — Last Day of School, Kindergarten and

week for a surprise destination, devotions, games, snacks, faith and fun!

Wednesday, April 8: 7:30-9 p.m. - 6-12 LYF

Wednesday, April 15: 7:30-9 p.m. - 6-12 LYF
Wednesday, April 22: 7:30-9 p.m. - 6-12 LYF
Wednesday, April 29: 7:30-9 p.m. - 6-12 LYF

April Events
Destination Unknown: Where will the youth go this week? Join us each m

eighth grade graduation 4 p.m.

Youth Nerf Night - Friday, April 17 - It's all out war - but all in fun! All youth in grades six through twelve
and friends are invited for a night of Bible study, Nerf games, snacks and friends. The event will be 7-10 p.m.
Friday, April 17, at St. Andrew Lutheran Church. Bring your own Nerf gun; darts will be provided. Please fill
out a registration form and turn in to the office by Wednesday, April 8.




BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH
260123rd Ave. S., Fargo, ND 58103

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Contact Us:

PHONE : (701) 293-1047

EMAIL: office@bslcfargo.org

WEB: www.beautifulsaviorfargo.com

FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/BeautifulSaviorLutheranFargo
Office Hours:

9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. Monday-Thursday

Pastor Chris and Pastor Dan are available by appointment.

Worship Schedule:

8:15 and 10:45 a.m. Sunday

9:15 Coffee and Fellowship

9:30 a.m. Sunday School and Adult Bible Study

Holy Communion is celebrated on the first, third and fifth
Sundays of each month.

Worship Services available at:
www.beautifulsaviorfargo.com
www.youtube.com/@beautifulsaviorfargo2660/streams
www.facebook.com/BeautifulSaviorLutheranFargo
Sermon podcasts on our website & iTunes app
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Scan the code to access
the BSLC website.
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